
 

                             The guests of the ANAMED Library Talks in December are  

 

                      Cemal Kafadar, Gülru Necipoğlu, Cornell Fleischer and Tülay Artan 

                                               Treasures of Knowledge: an Inventory of the Ottoman Palace Library 

ANAMED Library Talks organized by the ANAMED Library continues in December, 13 with Cemal Kafadar, Gülru Necipoğlu, Cornell Fleischer. The talk is entitled 

"Treasures of Knowledge: an Inventory of the Ottoman Palace Library”. In this talk the three speakers will discuss their jointly edited publication on an inventory of 

manuscripts kept in the book treasury of the Topkapı Palace in Istanbul. This unique inventory was commissioned by the Ottoman sultan Bayezid II from his royal 

librarian ʿAtufi in the year 908 (1502–3) and was transcribed in a clean copy in 909 (1503–4). The inventory is preserved in the Oriental Collection of the Library of the 

Hungarian Academy of Sciences (MS Török F. 59). It records over 5,000 volumes, and more than 7,000 titles, on virtually every branch of human erudition at the time. 

This month's talk will be in English and will take place online. Tülay Artan will be the moderator. For registration to the talk please click on the link below.  

Cemal Kafadar (Harvard University), Cemal Kafadar is Professor of History and the Vehbi Koç Professor of Turkish Studies in the History Department at 

Harvard University. Among his publications are Between Two Worlds: The Construction of the Ottoman State (1995); a volume of essays on four “ordinary 

lives” and on autobiographical writing (in Turkish, 2011); and “A Rome of One’s Own: Reflections on Cultural Geography and Identity in the Lands of 

Rum,” Muqarnas 24 (2007) (expanded version published as a book in Turkish, 2018). He has also edited (with Halil İnalcık) Süleyman the Second and 

His Time (1995). 

 

 

 

Gülru Necipoğlu (Harvard Universtiy), Gülru Necipoğlu has been the Aga Khan Professor and Director of the Aga Khan Program for Islamic Art at Harvard 

University since 1993. She received her Harvard Ph.D. in 1986 and specializes in the arts/architecture of Mediterranean and Eastern Islamic lands. Her 

publications focus on aesthetic cosmopolitanism, transregional connectivity between early modern empires (Ottoman, Safavid, Mughal), architectural 

practice and drawings, aesthetics of geometric abstraction, theories of ornament, and the historiography of modern constructions of the field of Islamic 

art/architecture. 

Cornell Fleischer (The University of Chicago), Cornell Fleischer grew up in Cairo, Baghdad, Bonn, and California, and earned a BA (1972), MA 

(1976), and PhD (1982) from the Department of Near Eastern Studies at Princeton University.  He taught Persian, Turkish, and Arabic at the Ohio State 

University (1979-82), Islamic and Middle Eastern history at Washington University in St. Louis (1982-1993), and is currently the Kanuni Suleyman 

Professor of Ottoman and Modern Turkish Studies, The University of Chicago.  He is a 1988 MacArthur Prize Fellowship winner.  In 1986 Princeton 

University Press published Bureaucrat and Intellectual in the Ottoman Empire: The Historian Mustafa Ali (1541-1600). 

Tülay Artan (Sabancı University), Interests include: prosopographic studies of the Ottoman elite and their households; material culture, consumption 

history and standards of living; 17th -18th century Ottoman and Middle Eastern history, arts, architecture, and manuscript culture in comparative 

perspective.  

Recent publications: “Painter, Patrons, Women in Distress: The Changing Fortunes of Nev‘izade Atayi and Üskübi Pir Mehmed Efendi in the Early 

Eighteenth-Century Istanbul”, Muqarnas: An Annual on the Visual Culture of the Islamic World, Vol.39, (2022), 109-152; “Şehid Ali Paşa’nın Sûk-ı 

Sultânî’de Satılan Kitapları, Sahaflar ve Koleksiyonerler (1719): İslâmi İlimler Alanında Yazma Kitap Piyasası ve On Sekizinci Yüzyıl Koleksiyonlarının İnşası”, Osmanlı 

Kitap Koleksiyonları ve Koleksiyonerleri. İtibar ve İhtiras c. I, eds. Tülay Artan ve Hatice Aynur, İstanbul: Dergâh Yayınları (2022), 281-407; “Imaginary Voyages, Imagined 



Ottomans: a Gentleman Impostor, the Köprülüs, and 17th Century French Oriental Romances”, in: Dimensions of Transformation in the Ottoman Empire from the late 

Medieval Age to Modernity. In Memoriam of Metin Kunt, eds. Seyfi Kenan and Akşin Somel, Leiden & Boston: Brill (2021), 54-96; “The First, Hesitant Steps of Ottoman 

Protocol and Diplomacy into Modernity (1676-1725)”, The Court Historian 26/I. Special Issue: Monarchy and Modernity since 1500 (2021), 29-43; “I. Mahmud 

Döneminde Boğaziçi: Temâşâ, Tefekkür, Tevakkuf ve “Şehr-i Sefa”, Gölgelenen Sultan, Unutulan Yıllar. I. Mahmûd ve Dönemi (1730-1754), ed. Hatice Aynur, İstanbul: 

Dergâh Yayınları (2020), 92-159; “Horse Racing at the Ottoman Court, 1524-1728”, eds Sinclair Bell, Christian Jaser and Christian Mann, International Journal of the 

History of Sport 37/3-4 (2020), 246-271; “On Sekizinci Yüzyıl Başında Osmanlı Bilgi Üretimi ve Dağılımı: Yazma Eser Koleksiyonları ve Koleksiyonerler Arasında Şehid 

Ali Paşa’nın Yeri”, Müteferrika 58, Kış 2020/2, 5-40. 

Date: December, 13, 2022, 6 PM – 8PM 

Registration link: https://bit.ly/3Vm2edB 

 

Abstracts 

Cemal Kafadar, Between Amasya and Istanbul: Bayezid II, His Librarian, and the Textual Turn of the Late Fifteenth Century and the abstract goes: 

"This presentation offers a reinterpretation of the reign of Bayezid II independent of the shadow of his father and his son, a consideration of the role of Amasya 

independent of the place of Bursa and Edirne, and reflections on the late-fifteenth/early-sixteenth century independent of the telos of Çaldıran. Bayezid's cultural 

patronage and library will be scrutinized to better understand the ruler and his vision." 

 

Gülru Necipoğlu, "The Spatial Organization of Knowledge in the Ottoman Palace Library: An Encyclopedic Collection and Its Inventory"  

I will discuss the objectives and intellectual horizons of the inventory of books that were once kept at the Inner Treasury within the private residential third courtyard of 

the Topkapı Palace. I consider the implications of the inventory for the imperial library as a building and as a collection shaped under two successive sultans, Mehmed 

II (r. 1444–46, 1451–81) followed by his son Bayezid II (r. 1481–1512). Focusing on the encyclopedic classification of knowledge in this document, which was 

commissioned by the latter sultan from his court librarian, I draw attention to the spaces and organization of books in the library, and the cataloguing principles 

implemented in its inventory. 

 

Cornell Fleischer, The reign of Bayezid II (1481-1512) marks perhaps the clearest turning point in the cumulative process that I have elsewhere termed “Ottomanizing,” 

a passage into the later sixteenth-century literary, political, administrative, and cultural structures we now commonly identify as “Ottoman,” while also tending to project 

the identifier “Ottoman,” teleologically, back to beginnings ca. 1300.  Here I propose to look as the evolution of sources from the fourteenth to the seventeenth centuries 

for the history of the polity through the lens of the remarkable library inventory of Bayezid II of 1502-1503, and through the activity of one figure who was intimately 

involved in the transformation of the principality (Ibn ‘Uthman) into an imperial, dynastic entity even before the Conquest of 1453:  ‘Abd al-rahman al-Bistami (1380-

1454), an author and occultist expert heavily represented in the Library, and clearly a charter member of the Lettrist-Platonist network of intellectuals known as the 

neo-Ikhwan al-safa, the Brethren of Purity.  A key element in the program of the Ikhwan was their confidence in the extraordinary nature of their times, and of their own 

extraordinary intellectual accomplishment, and a firm belief that history itself constituted the last phase of cosmic, and divine, revelation.  Much of the historiographical 

florescence of the sixteenth century owes structure and impetus of the very different world of the fifteenth century, itself dominated and shaped by Timurid cultural and 

political prestige, as well as by the arts and sciences cultivated by the Brethren. 

 

https://bit.ly/3Vm2edB

