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Since the previous ANAMED newsletter, we’ve also had the 
pleasure of welcoming new staff to the ANAMED Library—Ar-
chives Specialist and Branch Librarian, Nathalie Defne Gier, 
and ANAMED Head Librarian, Vasiliki Mole. A suite of online 
Library Talks, webinars, and podcasts continue to provide 
academic content and library services in new formats. To less-
en the sense of isolation brought on by these times, we also 
continued to hold weekly “Virtual Teas” through the end of the 
fellowship year, each week featuring a varying assortment of 
staff and fellows dispersed around the world. Like so many in 
these times, we became proficient in Google Meets, Microsoft 
Teams, and the Zoom achievement of goals we did not set! 

Despite all of the above, it is plain to see that normal routines 
were cast to the wind, even as we strove to maintain some sense 
of our vibrant community. As the global disaster unfolded, the 
most common question I received was a variant of “What’s hap-
pened to the ANAMED  fellows?” All of us on the staff received 
similar questions, and we provided answers as best we could 
from casual correspondences and fellows’ social media posts 
that described a range of experiences—sometimes depressed, 
sometimes amused, and inevitably frustrated and concerned in 
one way or another. To collect these diverse musings, I asked 
willing fellows to contribute written responses to the relatively 
banal question: “How has the global pandemic affected your 
ANAMED fellowship life and associated research?” Many re-
sponded sharing their personal stories. 

Most fellows had much earlier departed ANAMED for tempo-
rary or permanent homes in Istanbul, Ankara, or elsewhere (as 
far as Alaska!), to carry on their research remotely. Yet, a small 
group stayed behind at ANAMED to experience our facility like 
no fellows have before, with barely any occupants by day or 
night, Istiklal shutters continuously closed, and common spaces 
continuously dark… yet with wee hours free of nightclub noise, 
expansive views across the Bosphorus and Sea of Marmara free 
of pollution, and new wild (and domesticated) life freely roaming 
the terrace. Their stories are as raw and sad—and also erudite, 
humorous, and touching—as expected. We share them with you 
via this newsletter as a representative record of the ANAMED 
fellow experience in Spring 2020.

A common theme in many of these reflections is the supportive 
scholarly community that ANAMED fosters: it brings together 
a “diverse, inspiring, and interesting group of people” (D’Anna) 
that is permeated with the “atmosphere of fellowship” (Klinger), 
highlighting the importance of scholarly and social interactions, 
planned and unplanned. Like Koç University President Umran İn-
an’s recent reminders that universities enable “the appointment 
between generations”—referring to face-to-face faculty-student 
interactions—fellowships enable the flexible and unscheduled 
appointments between researchers working on seemingly 
disparate subjects that often reveal common ground for mutual 
scholarly growth. These are the types of rare opportunities that 
ANAMED aims to continue to support long into the future, begin-
ning again as soon as possible, but exactly when we cannot yet 
predict.

Our 2020–2021 fellowship program will adopt a hybrid model of 
supporting fellow research, beginning in Fall 2020 with “remote” 
fellowships and aiming to resume “in person” fellowships come 
Spring 2021. In the meantime, we’ll continue to run programs, 
prepare exhibitions, provide library services, and host events 
in in-person or virtual formats, as conditions dictate. We look 
forward to seeing you at least virtually for some of these events, 
and in person, in Turkey, on Istiklal Caddesi, and at ANAMED as 
soon as possible.

Chris Roosevelt                                         
ANAMED Director

From the Director
The end of ANAMED’s 2019–2020 fellowship year came in 
some ways very quickly, in some ways very slowly. In all ways 
compared to what we are used to at ANAMED, it came very 
strangely. It is hard to believe that just a few months ago we 
had only recently begun the second half of the fellowship year 
with new talks, workshops, symposia, and exhibitions on the 
near horizon. Just as the onset of the coronavirus upset the 
then well-established and regular progress of everyone’s lives 
and work, ongoing pandemic conditions prevented the real-
ization of many of these events as well as the celebration of 
the face-to-face gatherings that typically provide the ANAMED 
community meaningful closure to the year.

Nonetheless, as you can read throughout this newsletter, 
the energetic and skilled ANAMED team remained active and 
productive during this time—an antidote to melancholy—with 
a new publication, as well as online exhibitions and new pro-
grams. These include our firmly established Ottoman Turkish 
and Ancient Languages of Anatolia summer programs now in 
online, synchronous (live) formats, as well as a completely new 
asynchronous online program in Environmental Archaeology. 
We are pleased to be collaborating with Princeton University’s 
Climate Change and History Research Initiative (CCHRI), on 
“Environment and History: An Introductory Workshop,” to be 
held on 7–8 September 2021.

https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/publications/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/exhibitions/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/summer-programs/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/summer-programs/
https://climatechangeandhistory.princeton.edu/
https://climatechangeandhistory.princeton.edu/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/environmental-archaeology-online-program/
https://president.ku.edu.tr/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/ku-news-may.html
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/fellowships/fellows-2-2-2/#tid_5f02c063163c1
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Garey, Ellis Emma - New York University
Becoming Workers: Labor Activism and Mass Politics in 
Greater Syria (1880-1936)

Kiefer, Michael - Heidelberg University 
Habitus Byzantinus. Self-depiction of Secular Elites in 
Donor and Funerary Portraits of the Byzantine Middle Ages

Schönicke, Julia Nadine - Freie Universität Berlin and Orient 
Department/ German Archaeological Institute (DAI)
Neolithic Ways of Life in Göbekli Tepe

Smit, Marissa Jeanne - Harvard University
Frontiers Made Flesh: Byzantines, Ottomans, and their Ani-
mals (1205-1512)

Wingham, Zavier - New York University
Becoming Zenci: Formulating Race in the Ottoman Empire, 
1840-1914

New Academic Term Fellows are   
Announced!

ANAMED FELLOWS

PhD FELLOWS

Dost, Süleyman - Brandeis University
Fixing the Word of God: The Birth of Closed Scriptures in 
Medieval Anatolia and Iraq

Pázsint, Annamária İzabella - Babeș-Bolyai University, 
Cluj-Napoca, Romania
Prosopographia Ponti Euxini. Byzantion. I. The Epigraphic 
Sources

Wu, Gang - King’s College London
Revisiting the Technology of the Byzantine Silk Industry

POST-DOCTORAL FELLOWS

SENIOR FELLOWS

Can, Lale - CUNY
Empire of Exile: Mapping Sedition, Sürgün, and Transforma-
tion in Ottoman History

Dodkhudoeva, Lola - Academy of sciences of the Republic of 
Tajikistan
Similarity and Peculiarities of The Models of States in the 
Sunni Politico-Legal Tradition in the Pre - Modern Epoch: 
Central Asia, Turkey, India in 10-11/16-17 Cc.

Dorfmann-Lazarev, Igor - University of Regensburg, Germany 
Apokrif ve İslami Toplumların Kültür Bilinçlerinin İnşası

Marano, Yuri Alessandro - Scuola Archeologica Italiana di 
Atene
Baths and Bathing in Dark Age Byzantium (7th to 9th 
centuries)

Panayotov, Alexander - University of Sofia 
Minority Status and Identity: A Case Study of Jewish - Chris-
tian relations in Early Byzantium

Sağlam, Hasan Sercan - Medipol University
A Neglected Heritage: The Intertwined Pre-1923 Agricultural, 
Industrial and Sacred Landscape of Ayvalık Countryside

BIAA-ANAMED FELLOW

Binning, Ravinder - National Gallery of Art
Sacred Anguish: Art and Mystical Fear in Byzantium

KHI-ANAMED FELLOW

https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/fellowships/fellows-2-2-2/#tid_5f02c063163c1
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Milan Vukašinović, GABAM-ANAMED Joint Post-Doctoral Fellow 
(2019-2020) 

How has the global pandemic 
affected your ANAMED fellowship 
life and associated research?

BLOG

While I was finishing my PhD in Paris, I told my friends that after 
that crazy city I would go to a quiet, smaller place. And quit 
smoking. Then I got accepted to ANAMED and moved to Istiklal, 
as life kept giggling behind my back. It wasn’t its last giggle for 
sure. I started the pandemic in a hospital bed, since my appen-
dix was also yearning for a quieter place of residence than my 
abdomen. I discovered the meaning of care, primarily through 
Catie and Gülşah’s hands. Then restaurants and bars near 
ANAMED closed, and we could suddenly sleep at night. I would 
climb the spiral stairs around midnight to get some air and the 
sensation of open space, but my body did not yearn nicotine 
anymore. It’s been two months.

Objectively, we have been taken care of splendidly by ANAMED. 
Subjectively, at the start, we felt forgotten, neglected, exposed, 
and left without insight or direction about how to organize life 
under new conditions. Alex left before “it all turn[ed] into the 
Lord of the Flies.” It didn’t. Throughout, I considered the seven 
of us to be a household. What else could you call a place where 
people do puzzles together, help you get groceries, bring you 
a warm meal at 11 pm, and take care of you when you’re sick? I 
embraced my slowness and introverted character. I spent long 
hours in the kitchen (“Kitchen manya!”, cried Nergis Hoca). I was 
frustrated by online shopping. I even did some work. I did yoga 
on the terrace, where we also planted potatoes and onions. I 
kept the lookout for Dustin’s submarines but could only spot 
the huge oil platform floating down the Bosphorus. We invent-
ed new cocktails and tasted strawberries grown in our rooms. 
We made masks and celebrated all the holidays together.

Also, there were definitely no foster kittens on the terrace. And 
yes, in case you’re wondering, they’re happy and healthy.

And we have certainly never encroached on the top floor of the 
Merkez Han. But when we did, we tried to keep to high culinary 
standards.

What happens in ANAMED stays in your heart.

—Milan Vukašinović, GABAM-ANAMED Joint Post-Doctoral Fellow, 
18 May 2020

Pandemic at ANAMED

Maria Bianca D’Anna, ANAMED Doktora Sonrası Bursiyeri 
(2019-2020)

It is not easy to talk about how the global pandemic has affect-
ed my fellowship life and research. The pandemic profoundly 
affected my fellowship, as in mid-March I decided to move back 
to Europe. And before that, in the last weeks I was in Istanbul, I 
worked much more at “home.” It changed everything, because 
I had still some material for my ANAMED project to go through 
or check again at Istanbul University, because new ideas that 
grew from that project and through the interactions with 
other fellows were somehow frozen, and because my research 
environment and everyday life were completely altered. In 
addition to all of this, after this forced move, I also understood 
how important and beautiful it was to be at ANAMED and how 
great it was to be living together with such a diverse, inspiring, 
and interesting group of people. In the beginning of my fellow-
ship—I admit—I suffered at times from the forced socialization, 
such as when I was out for fieldwork or the noisy Istiklal nights; 
I missed the people I love, my friends, the Berlin library where 
I worked so long; I missed my mentors and colleagues, and all 
my families. Now I still don’t miss the noise (!), and I know that in 
one way or another I will be back in Istanbul to finish the work I 
left, but I do miss this multifarious community, our Friday Teas, 
the heritage group meetings, the silent libraries, and the less 
silent study room. I miss always having someone around with 
whom I could share a bite or my research struggles. And all this, 
I am afraid, is simply gone.

But these problems are not easy to talk about, because they 
are all so little in comparison to what is going on around me…

—Maria Bianca D’Anna, Post-Doctoral Fellow, 17 April 2020

Maria Bianca D’Anna, Post-Doctoral Fellow (2019-2020)
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Dustin Klinger, ANAMED PhD Fellow (2019-2020)  

BLOG

I was asked to contribute something about how the pandemic 
has affected my fellowship life and associated research. But 
I want to make this a little more personal and add a thought 
about why I think that a fellowship is such an important way to 
create the conditions for professional interactions that are not 
immediately purpose driven. Without such interactions, I be-
lieve, the scholarship produced would be much impoverished. It 
is only from my current confinement that I fully realize the value 
of sharing a physical space with a community of researchers. 
During my fellowship I myself learned so much that I could not 
have sought out all by myself. Some of that now helps me think 
about my work in new ways. What I want to also say, then, is a 
word of “thank you!” to everyone who made this possible. Inev-
itably, that will be from my own perspective. But I am sure that 
everyone who is part of a fellowship program will have similar 
experiences. That’s why this is written to fellowship.

When I left Istanbul in March to present at a conference in Can-
ada, COVID-19 was already on the news, but few were foresee-
ing the extent to which the pandemic was going to affect peo-
ple’s lives all over the world. I got stranded in New York. Within 
a week of my arrival the city had turned into one of the major 
epicenters of the pandemic. It’s been two and a half months of 
staying in a Brooklyn house with my partner, only going out of 
doors to walk our dog Billie. And it’s been eerie.

As of now there are more recorded deaths from COVID-19 in 
Brooklyn alone than in all of Turkey combined. For a period of 
time in April, on average, every three minutes a New Yorker 
died from the novel coronavirus. My thoughts are with all those 
whose lives and livelihoods are affected by this health crisis. To 
me the strangest thing about these past months was the com-
plete disconnect between my lived experience and the events 
as they unfolded in the outside world. These events were ac-
cessible to me only through numbers, images, and letters on a 
screen. Were it not for the constant sound of sirens, the seven 
o’clock cheering for healthcare workers, and the rare trips to 
the grocery store with mask and gloves, it could all have been 
in a parallel universe. To me, it kept feeling like an eternity in 
which nothing was happening and so much was changing. This 
feeling of disconnect was such that one day I put on protective 
gear and cycled to Manhattan, just to see whether she was still 
there. The buildings were, but the place I knew wasn’t.

Stranger still has been perhaps the feeling that while so many 
people were suffering around me, I was making good progress 
with my work. Even if not affected by the virus directly, tens of 
millions of Americans have lost their jobs, some of them friends. 
But in contrast to jobs in hospitality, for example, a research-
er’s job can to a large extent be done in isolation. In fact, the 
crisis has shown us that the lion’s share of an academic job, 
be it studying, teaching, or producing scholarship, can pretty 
successfully be done remotely. As universities have transitioned 
to remote teaching across the country, 

with many of them carrying on with online instruction in the fall 
semester, the question arises: what is really lost by not being 
physically present on campus? For many incoming students it 
might be the “college experience,” an idea of education broader 
than the processing of new information.

But beyond that, I think something crucial to scholarship itself is 
lost when scholars are not living and working in the same physi-
cal space. If you have been working from quarantine, you might 
be able to relate to this: interaction online, be it with colleagues, 
advisors, or advisees, live or written, tends to be purpose 
driven. You tend to have in mind, already before the interaction, 
an objective, and it is because of that objective that you have 
such interaction in the first place. Such purpose-driven inter-
action is of course common offline, too—going to someone’s 
office-hours, for example. But in front of a screen, it seems to 
me, that’s pretty much all there is. You set out from what you 
already know on a quest for a specific piece of information. But 
you cannot look for an answer to a question that you cannot 
conceive of in the first place.

Finding an answer to something you weren’t looking for, or for 
which you didn’t even know there was a question to begin with, 
is what I mean by serendipity in scholarship. And that natu-
rally tends to happen in the kinds of interactions that are not 
purpose driven from the start. Such interactions don’t occur in 
scheduled calls; they tend to occur when you are precisely not 
looking for specific kinds of information. Fellowship programs 
like ANAMED’s contribute to scholarship not only by providing 
the material circumstances for scholars to carry out and share 
their work but also by creating the conditions in which scholarly 
serendipity is possible.

Confinement of the screen (own photo)

Serendipity and Research: In Praise of Fellowship
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Sadly, the pandemic effectively ended my stay at ANAMED 
prematurely. Many of the other fellows have returned to their 
homes, too. It is from the confinement of my screen that I 
realize how much is lost, not only on the personal level but also 
in terms of the serendipitous finds that either have already 
influenced my research, or might do so in some way or another 
in the future. That is why I want to thank everyone who made 
it possible for me to encounter things I didn’t look for. Let that 
stand for the numerous similar experiences I am sure many 
fellows have had—and thus for the power of fellowship.

Without the chance encounter with Professor Borbone, on 
whose side of the table at the Georgian restaurant Galaktion I 
sat at a fellows’ dinner, I would not have known about annota-
tions to a Syriac manuscript in Bar Hebraeus’s hand, nor would I 
have gone to the small Hacı Selim Ağa Yazma Eser Kütüphanesi 
in Üsküdar, where I found a bunch of medieval Arabic manu-
scripts on logic that I had not seen described anywhere before. 
Thank you, Professor Borbone, and thank you, Rachel, for 
organizing this dinner. And Alex, for bringing Professor Borbone 
in straight from Almaty, for introducing me, and for scouting out 
the tiny reading room of the Hacı Selim Ağa library with me; and 
so much more.

Without the late-night fancy that brought us into the archaeo-
logical lab at ANAMED, I would not know how archaeobotanists 
and zooarchaeologists figure out astonishing things about the 
lives and habits of Neolithic communities by studying bones 
and plant residues from archaeological sites. Thank you, Müge, 
for showing us your assortments of grains and bones and for 
explaining to us the work you and Hannah are doing. And of 
course, for taking Alvise and me to Burgazada.

Without the lively and often hilarious stories and images that 
Henry, Jeff, and Alex brought back from their research trips, “Tur 
Abdin” would be but a name for me. Thank you all for bringing 
to life and helping me imagine the landscape and monastic 
culture of an area I knew nothing about but that is so important 
for understanding the translation movement from Greek to 
Syriac and Arabic. I still hope I can go with you one day.

These are but a few instances where I felt I was shown some-
thing that I would not have purposefully looked for and that had 
a direct impact on some of the things I am thinking about in my 
own research. I could go on, of course, to thank Athena, Rinse, 
Emre, Alvise, Güldem, Emine, Bianca, and Nergis Hoca for show-
ing me so much I didn’t know about archaeological questions, 
methods, and sites. For example, I did not know what landscape 
archaeology was. (And to Nergis Hoca for impromptu Turkish 
lessons; aşkımız çıkmaz sokak, or what was it?) Thank you to the 
Ottomanists (if I may group you thus) Betül, Hakan, Gülşah, Faiz, 
and Ellen—and to Rachel for taking me out for dinner with Les-
lie Pierce—for teaching me much about the Ottoman Empire 
and sparking my interest in further reading on different aspects.

Thank you to Catie and Ömür for making me think about 
identity studies, the Anthropocene, and heritage, all of which I 
was skeptical about, but to which I gained access thanks to your 
work. Ibrahim, thank you for introducing me to Süleymaniye, 
for talking about manuscripts and Sufism, and for taking me to 
a conference at the Swedish Institute where I learned much. 
Thank you, Rachel, for giving me an insight into diglossia in 
Armenian manuscript culture, and so much more. Thank you, 
Mark, Milan, and Giovanni for filling in my patchy knowledge 
of the Byzantine world with homilies, literary (self-) character-
izations, and art. Thank you, Hüseyin, for reminding me of my 
fascination with epigraphy. Thank you, Athanasios, for showing 
me how the serious and meticulous history about the petty 
aristocracy can be so exciting.

Writing from the confinement of my screen where little spon-
taneity is possible, I am grateful for the time we all spent 
together as fellows in Merkez Han and all the unexpected 
finds you made me stumble upon. For many of you, I still have 
questions. I wanted to talk with you, Faiz, about writing history 
books, because I found your prose so gripping. And I wanted to 
talk with you, Chris, about your book on Lydia, of which I read 
some parts. Maybe chance will have it that we will do that in the 
future. For now, I want to thank you all, and of course especially, 
Duygu and Chris, Mukaddes, and the entire staff of ANAMED 
who helped create this atmosphere of fellowship. As the aca-
demic world might see some more or less momentous changes 
in the aftermath of this pandemic, I hope that researchers, ad-
ministrators, and funding bodies don’t overlook to what extent 
research is fueled by the possibility of serendipity that fellow-
ships like ANAMED’s are so well prepared to provide.

—Dustin Klinger, PhD Fellow, 27 May 2020

Alexandre Varela, GABAM-ANAMED Joint Post-Doctoral Fellow 
(2019-2020)

Nothing beside remains. Round the decay
Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare,
The lone and level sands stretch far away.

In September 2019, GABAM, ANAMED, and Koç University gave 
me a nine-month fellowship, my first post-doctoral fellow-
ship. They gave me the privilege to do what I was looking for: 
research, study, and work on the incredible Syriac cultural heri-
tage of Tur ‘Abdin in southeastern Turkey; the privilege to work 
in one of the most incredible countries in the world, in what is, I 
think, the most fascinating city of the planet. After the academic 
suffering of my PhD, I was finally able to work in the place I love 
the most, Istanbul.

I was already happy for that, and then I discovered that 
ANAMED was also the workplace that every scholar dreams of, 
hosting 24 researchers from all around the world, who were 
not only brilliant, but also—each one of them—fantastic human 
beings.

For all these reasons, it was with a broken heart I decided to 
leave Istanbul earlier than planned to join my family and rela-
tives in Switzerland because of the COVID-19 outbreak. Istanbul 
is that kind of city where you cry twice: when you arrive, aston-
ished by the 2000 year-old city and its people, and when you 
leave, because you are not sure you will be able to come back.

Academic Life in Times of Cholera

With Müge and Alvise on Burgazada (own photo)
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Catherine Steidl, Post-Doctoral Fellow (2019-2020)

Like most other academics, I’ve spent the last ten weeks think-
ing a lot about productivity and bemoaning what feel like the 
inexplicable challenges of focusing and gathering data or pro-
ducing scholarship. The closure of the library, an unavoidable 
necessity, means that we are largely limited to digital resources, 
and this deepening of our reliance on screens adds to the new 
levels of exhaustion that seem so specific to Zoom and Skype. 
(Why I am so constantly exhausted is another question entirely, 
privileged as I am to be situated with absolute freedom over 
my time and very few obligations. But I think many are feeling 
the same.) Our relatively safe and comfortable situation at 
ANAMED, however, has meant that I—and others—have had 
ample opportunity to cultivate other practices and means of 
reducing stress. The ANAMED Yarn Club is missing two of its 
founding members but continues enthusiastically in its new 
home at Second Floor North. Feeling the need for more 

An outing in handmade masks (photo courtesy of Nergis Günsenin)

Everyone’s need for joyful distraction was confirmed by the 
community’s response to two kittens we fostered in early May. 
Found on the street by our very own Milan, with one sibling 
requiring intensive eye-drop therapy, we received permission to 
construct a cat house and host the younglings on the terrace. 
Much to our consternation, they quickly discovered that the 
terrace’s built-in bench and planter structure offered prefera-
ble—truly palatial—accommodation. Aggressive food bribery 
allowed us to continue the much-hated eye drops, however, 
and our small patient made a very quick recovery. More often 
than not, a fellow or member of staff could be found by the 
end of the benches, luring the kittens out for play-time, meals, 
cuddles, and general tomfoolery. Investment in the little ones’ 
well-being seemed to provide a much-needed outlet for every-
one’s nervous energy, and the whole building was sad to see 
them leave (though relieved that their departure was to loving, 
adoptive homes).

In this spirit, what has been most memorable—and wonder-
ful—about our sheltering here at ANAMED is the continuation 
of the community we have all enjoyed so much. Many fellows 
de-camped to more permanent homes when the situation 
began to worsen, but our communications continue. A consis-
tent cast of characters attends our virtual Friday Teas, and a 
chorus of excited greetings meets every new person who logs 
into the Zoom. Bianca sends us frequent updates and photos 
from Vienna, and Jeff reminds us all that the weather could be 
much colder (and the nature more wild) with pictures from his 
hikes in Alaska. In the building, as around the world, cooking 
and baking projects have taken on a new level of investment 
and complexity. It’s not uncommon to finish one’s own dinner, 
only for a 10pm knock on the door to bring a dish of food, 
cookies, or slices of cake. Intellectual production challenges us 
all, but some form of production is needed to keep worry and 
uncertainty at bay. Having a community, physically and virtually 
present, to share this with has been a great privilege.

—Catherine Steidl, Post-Doctoral Fellow, 25 May 2020 

 I was lucky enough in my life to cry 16 times in total, and I hope I 
will do it again more and more.

On March 17, I left a city which was starting to self-quarantine, 
and I landed in Geneva, which was already under quarantine but 
where nobody respected the actions decided by the govern-
ment. At the Geneva airport, we were asked to take a bus more 
crowded than an Istanbul bus. My first thought was “Please, let 
me go back immediately to Istanbul. I prefer to get the COVID-19 
in a beloved place…” Unfortunately, there were no more flights to 
Turkey.

Actually, I cannot complain. Switzerland was not hit too much by 
the outbreak. We were never strictly in quarantine, and on May 
11 the bars and restaurants opened again. The only inconve-
nience I had during these freaky times was what I am now used 
to calling the “COVID depression.”

Being at home, with everything closed around me, receiving 
emails every day to announce conference cancellations, put 
me in a sort of strange 19th-century melancholy. I was healthy, 
able physically to work from home, but it was impossible for at 
least a month to do anything. I realized then that a scholar’s life 
is one of the most solitary lives. And for that reason, after a few 
hours working alone on my ruined Syriac churches, contact with 
other human beings was absolutely necessary. At ANAMED, this 
interaction with other people, other scholars, was not only an 
appreciated interruption of my lonely work, but also an occasion 
for exchange about what we were doing, improving the per-
ception and the understanding of my own research. If I missed 
something during this strange period, it was that incredible 
atmosphere of intellectual exaltation that ANAMED created.

But, unlike in Percy Bysshe Shelley’s verses quoted in the begin-
ning of this short text, something beside remains: the links and 
friendships created during this too short period at ANAMED, 
and I am sure we will meet again, for discussions, conferences, 
exchanges, or even some beers at a nearby meyhane.

—Alexandre Varela, GABAM-ANAMED Joint Post-Doctoral Fellow, 
17 June 2020

meditative production that required quiet focus, I ordered 
some local fabric and took up the challenge of hand-sewing 
masks. Unsurprisingly, this turned out to be far too time-con-
suming for mass production, but several of the remaining fel-
lows did participate in a Sew-Your-Own-Mask workshop during 
some beautiful weekend weather on our terrace. Everyone has 
walked away (or will soon walk away) with a functional mask, so 
I’m checking off the event as a success!
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Compared to the rest of the world, the impact of the pandemic 
came to Turkey later in terms of cases and deaths. After news of 
the first death arrived, however, panic ensued among the fellows 
who remained at ANAMED. Although I cannot speak about what 
they were going through on the inside, I could see that the sheen 
in their eyes was replaced by scared looks. Then, they took off 
one by one. The personal belongings of many are still in their 
rooms. Perhaps they were considering returning, or perhaps 
they thought, “Let me take whatever I can for the time being. 
The rest is up to God.” What I observed in general was a kind of 
“mental halt.”

From the third week of March 2020 on, only seven of us were 
left in our “temporary home.” Seven anxious individuals out of 
the lively and active original group of thirty, who had been busily 
creating projects, making travel plans, and delivering seminars 
before the pandemic. After the first month, worries of whether 
the virus was among us subsided, and the solidarity between 
scholars that had already been established in September 2019 
returned stronger than ever. The seven individuals started living 
a truly mutual life. A new “brotherhood of fellows” was formed 
based on our shared fate.

Through virtual “Friday Teas” of only forty minutes, we tried to 
follow the lives of our colleagues who were not around, but even 
this was limited to those who participated. The lives of these 
researchers, who had specifically came to Istanbul and Turkey 
and who were now all over the world, must have been profound-
ly impacted. I am certain that the lovely and bright 2019–2020 
ANAMED fellows, who are my juniors, lived/are living through 
an unforgettable period of their lives. At present, instead of 
spending time in Istanbul’s museums or archives, or enjoying 
the Anatolian tours we planned, they are thousands of kilome-
ters away, at friends’ houses or in their dorms, waiting but not 
knowing what for!

I am from Istanbul, and I am in my home city and country. I 
applied for this fellowship so that I could continue writing my ex-
cavation book under healthy conditions. Of course I have worries 
about the future just like everyone else, but I feel luckier than 
the other fellows. I have fewer worries than they do. The writing 
of my book did advance, yet the recent mental halt has impact-
ed me and my colleagues in such a way that our pre-pandemic 
efficiency decreased. During our last three months at ANAMED, 
none of us fully achieved the purpose of our presence here. We 
could not use the library, we could not organize symposia, nor 
could we share academic ideas with each other. Through our 
own means and using academic links we participated in confer-
ences and tried to/are trying to keep sane.

Despite everything, although a third of our time here did not take 
place as expected, we leave each other with lifetime friendships 
and with unforgettable memories.

Thank you ANAMED!

—Nergis Günsenin, KUDAR-ANAMED Joint Senior Fellow, 
25 May 2020

Nergis Günsenin, KUDAR-ANAMED Joint Senior Fellow 
(2019-2020)

Ellen Nye, ANAMED PhD Fellow (2019-2020)

R. H. Tawney, an early twentieth-century historian, reputedly 
urged his fellow historians to don “a stout pair of boots.” Ac-
cording to Tawney, historians should not just peer at docu-
ments but also travel in order to acquire a better understand-
ing of the past. If Tawney had known what 2020 held in store, 
perhaps he would have instructed us instead to buy some cozy 
slippers.

At the beginning of March this year, I left ANAMED and set out 
for a two-week trip, first to London’s archives and then across 
the Atlantic to an academic conference in Charlotte, North Car-
olina. As I took each step in my carefully planned trip, the sever-
ity of the COVID-19 situation became clearer and clearer. I had 
no sooner arrived in London than Koç University announced 
its travel restrictions and quarantine procedures. Between the 
time I boarded my plane in London and my arrival in Charlotte, 
most American universities had announced the closure of 
their campuses for the remainder of the academic year. The 
conference in Charlotte went ahead with only ten percent of 
the usual attendance, mostly composed of people who, like 
me, had been traveling for too long to change their plans. The 
idea of holding the conference even just a few days later would 
have been unimaginable. Afterwards, I packed my carry-on bag 
and returned home, not to ANAMED but to my US university in 
New Haven, and I owe much to the heroics of my friends and 
colleagues at ANAMED for sending me my documents, books, 
and belongings.

At my desk in New Haven, far from the Bosphorus, I’ve been 
traveling vicariously through the paper trail of seventeenth-cen-
tury Levant Company merchants, the globetrotters of their day. 
These merchants traded cloth, silk, and ideas between Lon-
don and the eastern shores of the Mediterranean, negotiated 
patterns of plague and the closing and reopening of business, 
and confronted the fragility of early modern life. In their day, 
too, partisan disputes were rife with those who pressed for 
strict quarantine policies to protect people from disease clash-
ing with economic interests keen to avert delays in shipping 
and business. In the past few months, COVID-19 has directed 
many of our reading lists, pushing us towards books like Daniel 
Defoe’s Journal of the Plague Year or Albert Camus’s The Plague.  
I’d also urge people to consider The Yellow Flag: Quarantine and 
the British Mediterranean World, 1780–1860, serendipitously 
published this last March. In the book, Alex Chase-Levenson 
analyzes nineteenth-century debates between public health 
officials and free trade proponents that may feel eerily familiar.

I hope you are all healthy and well. And perhaps sometime 
soon, we’ll have need of those “stout boots” to travel once 
more!

—Ellen Nye, PhD Fellow, 25 May 2020
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Hakan Tarhan, BIAA-ANAMED Joint PhD Fellow (2019-2020)

First of all, I would like to express my profound thanks to the 
ANAMED administration and Koç University for letting us to stay 
in ANAMED facilities during the pandemic, as well for continuing 
to support us financially. This assurance, which was communi-
cated in the early days of the outbreak, surely eliminated some 
of our major concerns regarding our near future and helped us 
to focus on our work.

The biggest change we have experienced was in the level of 
noise that surrounds Istiklal Street and Beyoğlu on a normal 
day—and night. Due to many businesses switching to home 
offices, shops being closed, domestic and international travel 
banned, and people staying at their homes, the most crowded 
street of Istanbul gradually became emptier and, in the end, 
turned into a ghost town from a Western movie. Considering 
the everyday noises of Istiklal, such as the café employees 
trying to attract people by yelling “çay, kahve, nargile buyrun” or 
buskers who play for the whole afternoon with their repertoire 
of two songs, the silence of Istiklal was surely remarkable. This 
change was a golden opportunity for those of us who continued 
to stay in ANAMED to work without much distraction.

One of the biggest challenges everyone faced due to the pan-
demic was to stay indoors, not being able to enjoy the sunlight 
and fresh air. Furthermore, many people had to live and work in 
the same space, which in the end caused distress and affected 
both their physiological and psychological wellbeing. We, as 
ANAMED fellows, were very fortunate on these matters, since 
ANAMED has a big terrace that we can use for relaxing and so-
cializing; our study rooms are very spacious and well-ventilated, 
allowing us to work within the same space while respecting the 
necessary distancing measures. Thanks to these facilities, I did 
not feel like I had my back against the wall during the quaran-
tine, and I was able to live and work at peace.

How did these conditions affect my work? As a part of my PhD 
research and my ANAMED fellowship, I planned to do public 
opinion surveys in two different towns of Turkey; the surveys 
comprise face-to-face questionnaires and interviews with local 
people. This fieldwork was scheduled for the spring term, but 
because of the pandemic, unfortunately, I had no other choice 
but to postpone it.  Instead, I focused on reading new material 
that became available online—again, due to the pandemic—
and writing some other parts of my thesis.

— Hakan Tarhan, BIAA-ANAMED Joint PhD Fellow, 25 May 2020

Rinse Willet, Post-Doctoral Fellow (2019-2020)

After just over a month of staying at ANAMED in Istanbul, it be-
came clear that the coronavirus was transforming from a news 
item in the foreign section of the newspaper into a life-changing 
entity. At first, my reaction was selfish: I just published a mono-
graph, a result of seven years of work, and after hardships, 
2020 was going to be my big chance in academia. Invitations to 
be a keynote speaker were already “in the pocket.” Yet, I soon 
realized that possibly getting stuck in Istanbul in forced isola-
tion, away from home and loved ones in the Netherlands, was 
not ideal. So I travelled back to The Hague in the Netherlands 
on Tuesday, March 17th. It was during this trip that the surreal-
ism of the situation struck home: people wearing masks, many 
flights cancelled, hand sanitizer and paracetamol completely 
sold out, the train from Schiphol airport to The Hague virtually 
empty.

In my first weeks back home, I tried to continue research, 
with the internet as my only (but massive) repository. I first 
focused on finishing the few papers, chapters, and an edited 
volume that were already in the planning stages. It was diffi-
cult to concentrate on writing, with news coming in each day 
and the Netherlands being subjected to new rules: all schools 
were closed, vital shops stayed open, exercise outside was 
allowed, travel was limited only to people working in vital jobs, 
and people needed to stay home as much as possible, while 
children would be allowed to have fun at the playgrounds. This 
was called an “intelligent lockdown,” which is great as most 
Dutchmen have above-average intelligence (or so they think). 
With no more airplanes coming over and my horizon limited 
to just barely seeing the trees beyond the next apartment 
building, my world quickly became very small. It also became 
clear that the promise of 2020 was becoming more and more a 
deception: applications being denied is apparently a normal fact 
of academic life, but with scholarships being cancelled due to 
COVID-19 and archaeological fieldwork being cancelled (along 
with the income that would have generated for me), things 
became rather dire—ultimately rent has to be paid. What to do?

It took me some time to pick up exercising again, but once I did 
(a run in the park, bike rides along the coast, some weightlifting 
at home), it made a huge difference in mindset. Not only did I 
start to break all kinds of personal distance and speed records, 
but it helped to get a positive outlook on the way forward. The 
fact that it was springtime, with the cherry trees starting to 
blossom and all kinds of other plants undergoing the magic 
transformation of life, rekindled my enthusiasm for photogra-
phy. So photography (Instagram: @existentialblip) became my 
creative outlet and my camera my trusty companion on weekly 
grocery trips and walks in the park. Despite a loss of immediate 
necessity, I continued with my biweekly Turkish lessons, albeit 
online. Keeping a structure in life helped me in deciding the 
next step.

This next step means a (temporary?) end of my academic pur-
suits: after taking the necessary capacity tests and interviews, 
I was hired to start a traineeship in Java programming devel-
opment starting in the first weeks of June. Something radically 
different, although my programming days go back a long time: 
from the ages of nine to twelve I spent Friday evenings in the lo-
cal library in my home village to borrow books on programming 
games in BASIC and Turbo Pascal! From what I have seen so far, 
it is exciting and challenging stuff. Now that the new realities of 
“life at 1.5 m distance” have settled and schools start to slowly 
reopen, it is time to think over the last months. 
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My time at ANAMED was brief and confirmed the love that I have 
for Roman archaeology and history, but COVID-19 affirmed to 
me, once again, to expect the unexpected. And who knows, may-
be my new programming skills may become useful for future 
archaeological endeavors as well.

—Rinse Willet, ANAMED Kıdemli Bursiyeri, 23 Mayıs 2020

Gülşah Torunoğlu, Post-Doctoral Fellow (2019-2020)

When you are living at ANAMED as a post-doctoral fellow, and 
when finally finding and ordering three packs of active dry yeast 
at midnight—after hours of frantically searching for it on multiple 
online apps—becomes your biggest accomplishment, it means 
something somewhere went terribly wrong.

Two weeks before the spread of the news of the pandemic, I 
was working to secure funding for my workshop, “Mapping the 
Field: What’s New and What’s Ahead in Ottoman and Turkish 
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies,” proposed to be held 
at ANAMED in October 2020. I drafted the program and pre-
pared a budget. Two weeks later, I got the budget—not for the 
conference, but for the kitchen, where we cooked our way to 
the good life under quarantine. After eleven hours of shopping 
together with Jeff and Ibrahim, our kitchen now had a new set 
of knives, a food processor, a mortar and pestle, a cast iron 
skillet, and a Dutch oven. Time and money well spent.

Then, we started to cook.

With our regular routines and habits altered and disrupted, 
cooking restored some degree of normality to our lives. Out-
side, things were similar. Gradually, Google searches pertaining 
to bread and baking saw an enormous rise in and out of Turkey, 
flour and yeast ran out in markets, and news carried yeast to 
their headlines: “It’s not just toilet paper! This tiny grocery item 
is nearly impossible to find right now!”

And it wasn’t just bread! I started receiving e-mails from friends 
in academia for cooking initiatives, such as the “Quarantine 
Cooking Recipe Exchange,” to share recipes with scholars world-
wide. Others formed a feminist collective, tasked with gathering 

food memories and recipes. Known as “Historians Cooking the 
Past in the time of COVID-19,”[1] the collective called oral and 
public historians to share a food memory and a recipe that 
reflects on this pandemic.

During these past seventy-three days in which we have shel-
tered in ANAMED, cooking gave us a sense of security, a sense of 
belonging. It recovered whatever we lost, in the most unexpected 
ways. We kneaded the dough after we received each rejection, 
we stuffed dolma when our lives felt emptied out, we baked a 
carrot cake because it smelled like home. Through the dough, 
the dolma, and the cake, through the kneading, the stuffing, and 
the baking, we connected…

I thought a lot about this when I read the following in The New 
Yorker the other day: “Epidemics are, by their very nature, 
divisive. The neighbor you might, in better times, turn to for help 
becomes a possible source of infection. The rituals of daily life 
become opportunities for transmission; the authorities enforcing 
quarantine become agents of oppression.”[2] Yes, with bit-
terness, we realized that epidemics and pandemics are divisive, 
and yes, they do unearth our anxieties, insecurities, deep-rooted 
social prejudices. But shopping for ingredients as far away as 
from Antep, teaching each other how to cook, tasting new dishes 
for the first time, sharing the recipes among each other as well 
as with the staff, brought us together in what would otherwise 
have been an isolated, divisive experience.

Otherwise, we kept busy in a scattered way, working on job appli-
cations while knowing the flights were cancelled, revising articles 
while knowing the archives were closed, talking to family and 
friends 10,000 km away, hoping that we will all be able to enjoy 
each other’s company in person again.

And we do hope to be back together again…over a slow-roasted 
lamb—okay, veggies for Milan’cım—if at all possible, once this is 
all over.

—Gülşah Torunoğlu, Post-Doctoral Fellow, 26 May 2020
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NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY

NEW STAFF

The ANAMED Library team—Nathalie Defne Gier, İrem Ünal, 
and Vasiliki Mole—might not have been present in the ANAMED 
Library physically for the past three (or more) months, but let 
there be no doubt that they have been working from home 
on diff erent tasks and getting ready to welcome all back to 
ANAMED’s beautiful library. 

We Are Expanding Our Presence on Social Media

Follow us now on Instagram!
Since it was created in April, numerous posts have been shared 
on the account under a wide variety of categories, such as New 
Arrivals, News from the Library, and Digital Collections, and it 
reached fi ve hundred followers in its fi rst month!

In Digital Technology We Trust! How did utilizing technology 
help the ANAMED Library continue our services to offer the 
best support to researchers and to reach out to our network 
during the pandemic? 
Good question!

ANAMED Library Talks with a Twist! 

Extreme circumstances call for adaptation and fl exibility, so our 
well–established monthly ANAMED “Library Talks” were adjust-
ed to the current circumstances. The April, May, and June talks 
were held remotely. Benefi tting from technology, we provided 
the talks via Zoom, and they were the fi rst online events to be 
held of all KU Libraries. 

The online events each lasted for about two and a half hours, 
attended by a diverse audience from diff erent parts of Turkey 
and from abroad. 

On 14 April, Prof. Oğuz 
Tekin, director of AKMED, 
talked about the presence 
and importance of the 
Agora and coins in the 
Hellenistic period. The talk 
was moderated by Prof. 
Aliye-Erol Özdizbay from 
Istanbul University. 

On 2 June, Prof. Filiz Yenişe-
hirlioğlu, director of VEKAM, 
engaged with the audience 
and moderator Prof. Billur 
Tekkok, from Başkent Uni-
versity, in a discussion about 
art, focusing on the Tekfur 
Palace excavations and 
museum studies. Recordings 
of all talks (in Turkish) can be 
found on ANAMED Library’s 
SoundCloud account and 
a list of previous talks on 
ANAMED Library’s website. 

On 5 May, Can Nacar, a 
professor from KU’s History 
Department, presented his 
research on tobacco man-
ufacturing between 1872 
and 1912. The talk was 
moderated by KU post-doc-
toral researcher Akın Sefer.

Vasiliki Mole, ANAMED 
Head Librarian

Vasiliki Mole is an expert librari-
an with a B.A. in Library Science 
and Information Systems and 
an M.A. in Cultural Manage-
ment. She joins the ANAMED 
team as Head Librarian after 
working for four years at the 
Suna Kıraç Library.

Nathalie Defne Gier, ANAMED 
Branch Librarian

Nathalie Defne Gier is the 
ANAMED Library’s new Archives 
Specialist and Branch Librarian. 
She completed her B.A. degree 
in History and M.A. degrees in 
Late Antique and Byzantine His-
tory and Archives and Records 
Management Studies.

On 14 April, Prof. Oğuz 
Tekin, director of AKMED, 
talked about the presence 
and importance of the 
Agora and coins in the 
Hellenistic period. The talk 
was moderated by Prof. 
Aliye-Erol Özdizbay from 
Istanbul University. 

LIBRARY

https://library.ku.edu.tr/en/
https://www.instagram.com/anamed_library/
https://akmed.ku.edu.tr/
https://vekam.ku.edu.tr/en/node
https://soundcloud.com/anamedlibrary
https://soundcloud.com/anamedlibrary
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/library/anamed-library-talks/
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ANAMED Library Webinars 

The ANAMED Library convenes and supports research events 
and training activities throughout the year. Over the last four 
months we supported ANAMED fellows with a series of webi-
nars that were aimed at contributing to the development of 
research skills. Our webinars were part of a series of remotely 
organized events under the “Library Researcher Development 
Webinar Series” held by the KU Libraries staff. 

Hit PLAY and Listen: Our Podcasts Series Is Here!

The ANAMED Library initiated the “ANAMED Library Podcast: 
Burada Konuşmak Serbest,” which intends to bring librarians, 
archivists, and users together to discuss a variety of topics con-
cerning the profession, research, and curiosities. The aim of the 
ANAMED Library Podcast is to share developments, projects, 
and innovations in the library and archives sector with a larger 
audience. The podcast is open to anyone interested in libraries, 
archives, and research. Follow us on Spotify.

We Know How to Organize and Host a Conference. 
Come Join Us! 

KU Libraries organized an  online-conference  on 9 June 2020, 
to coincide with the International Archives Week, titled  “Digital 
Transformations: Analyzing Archives from Multiple Aspects.” The 
event was held through Zoom, brought  together people from 
different professions, and introduced the various perspectives 
that the digitalization of archives  encompasses. The  three  ses-
sions  covered  the  roles of education, donation and archival 
practice, and users and legal aspects in digital transformation. 
Distinguished speakers joined the event from the US, the UK, 
and Turkey, sharing their perspectives on the  archives  world. 

The  conference’s  video  recording can be found on  Koç  Uni-
versity  Suna  Kıraç  Library’s  Youtube channel  and  the voice 
recording on ANAMED Library’s  SoundCloud account.

Polishing Our Presence and Expanding Our Collection

ANAMED Library Website Content and 
Membership Procedure Update 

Following the renewed external membership policy and online 
application system instituted in 2018, the library team reviewed, 
reevaluated, and updated all ANAMED Library website content. 
Internal procedures (e.g., files, data, everyday tasks) were also 
updated. 

Collect ion Development 

ANAMED Library staff is consistently adding new publications to 
enhance both print and electronic collections. In addition, we 
collect and evaluate all suggestions made by library members. 
New requests were placed in a recent book tender in June 
2020.

Being Active in Our Field, Empowering Our Skills 

Lifelong learning is essential to all, and the ANAMED Library 
staff continues to participate actively in events that promote 
its work and improves skills. In this context, ANAMED Branch 
Librarian İrem Ünal prepared a poster entitled “Artificial Intel-
ligence in Libraries: Research Coach Robots” for the ANKOS 
Link 2020 Conference. Although the in-person conference was 
canceled because of the COVID–19 outbreak, Ünal presented 
her work in an online poster presentation held on Friday, 21 
May 2020 via GoToMeeting.

Who Said the Library Is Only for Studying? We Can Be Great Hosts! 

On 25 February 2020, twenty directors of various Swedish Re-
search Institutes visited ANAMED as part of an educational visit to 
Istanbul that toured several research centers. 

https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/library/anamed-library-talks/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/library/anamed-library-talks/
https://open.spotify.com/show/6JmGoakNaGDyeIueLz8FIi
https://www.ica.org/en/international-archives-week-8-14-june-2020
https://librarydigitalcollections.ku.edu.tr/uluslararasi-arsiv-gunu-konferans-programi/
https://librarydigitalcollections.ku.edu.tr/uluslararasi-arsiv-gunu-konferans-programi/
https://soundcloud.com/anamedlibrary/uluslararasi-arsiv-gunu-konferansi-dijital-donusum-arsivlere-cok-yonlu-bakmak
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/library/membership/conditions/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/library/membership/conditions/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/library/membership/conditions/
https://ankoslink.org.tr/2020/en/content/poster
https://ankoslink.org.tr/2020/en/content/poster
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Environment and History: An Introductory Workshop

EVENTS

ANAMED, 6-7 SEPTEMBER 2021

Organized by ANAMED and Princeton University’s Climate 
Change and History Research Initiative (CCHRI), the 
Environ-ment and History workshop will be postponed to 
6-7 September 2021 as part of the coronavirus precuations. 
This entry-level workshop aims to introduce and familiarize 
junior scholars at all levels with the wide range of climate- and 
environmental-scientific approaches.

SUMMER PROGRAMS
ANAMED Summer Programs 2020

ANAMED planned to hold four summer programs in summer 
2020: Ottoman Summer Program, Ancient Languages of Ana-
tolia, Cappadocia in Context, and Environmental Archaeology. 
In response to the global pandemic, however, we took certain 
precautions concerning all scheduled programs to ensure the 
proper protection of participants’ health and wellbeing. For this 
reason, Cappadocia in Context, which was to take place in Cap-
padocia, Nevşehir, was cancelled, and all other programs have 
been converted to online offerings.

The Ottoman Summer Program has been revised as a con-
centrated, four-week online program with synchronous (live) 
instruction, aimed at developing students’ reading and compre-
hension skills, as well as their expertise on a variety of Ottoman 
sources, including archival documents, manuscripts, and epi-
graphic material. The Ancient Languages of Anatolia program, 
also online, is still the only program to offer a comprehensive 
introduction to the Hittite and Akkadian languages, and it also 
includes workshops on Luwian and, this year for the first time, 
Sumerian. The Environmental Archaeology program, original-
ly planned to take place in collaboration with the Kaymakçı 
Archaeological Project in Gölmarmara, Manisa, has been revised 
as an online certificate program that will introduce participants 
to environmental archaeology, including a survey of research 
questions and methods, and an in-depth exploration of two 
important subfields: archaeobotany and zooarchaeology.

https://climatechangeandhistory.princeton.edu/
https://climatechangeandhistory.princeton.edu/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/summer-programs/environment-and-history-workshop/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/summer-programs/environment-and-history-workshop/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/programs/ottoman-summer-program/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/programs/ancient-languages-of-anatolia-summer-program/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/programs/ancient-languages-of-anatolia-summer-program/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/programs/cappadocia-in-context-summer-program/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/programs/environmental-archaeology-training-program/
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Have You Visited ANAMED’s Online Exhibitions?

ONLINE EXHIBITIONS

The exhibit focused on the people and places that found their 
way into Yusuf Franko’s caricatures while also hinting at those 
who did not. The site yusuff ranko.ku.edu.tr was created based 
on the exhibition itself, including K. Mehmet Kentel’s network 
map, “Mapping Yusuf Franko’s Universe,” together with the arti-
cles of the edited volume Youssouf Bey: The Charged Portraits 
of Fin-de-Siècle Pera. The Ömer M. Koç Collection sourced the 
majority of the website’s content.

In light of recent events, ANAMED temporarily closed its galler-
ies as a precaution, like many other museums and institutions. 
Two past ANAMED exhibitions, however, “The Characters of Yu-
suf Franko: An Ottoman Bureaucrat’s Caricatures” and “Camera 
Ottomana Photography and Modernity in the Ottoman Empire, 
1840-1914,” are available online through separate websites, 
each designed to serve as a perpetual source for researchers 
and those who missed the chance to visit the exhibitions in 
person while in the ANAMED Gallery.

In 2017 ANAMED’s “The Characters of Yusuf Franko: An Otto-
man Bureaucrat’s Caricatures” exhibit displayed for the fi rst 
time the caricature album of Yusuf Franko Kusa Bey, a late 
nineteenth-century Ottoman bureaucrat, Minister of Foreign 
Aff airs, governor general, man of community, and also a playful 
caricaturist.

ANAMED’s “Camera Ottomana: Photography and Modernity 
in the Ottoman Empire, 1840-1914” exhibition, originally open 
in 2015, is currently accessible online via cameraottomana. 
ku.edu.tr. Consisting of albums and archival materials from the 
Ömer M. Koç Collection, the online exhibition gallery explores 
some of the most striking aspects of the close connection be-
tween photography and modernity in the Ottoman Empire. The 
site includes a variety of photos, including those of members of 
the Ottoman Parliament, cured patients from the Haseki Wom-
en’s Hospital, and people with costumes from Pascal Sébah’s 
famous studio. 

https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/the-characters-of-yusuf-franko-an-ottoman-bureaucrats-caricatures/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/the-characters-of-yusuf-franko-an-ottoman-bureaucrats-caricatures/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/camera-ottomana-photography-and-modernity-in-the-ottoman-empire-1840-1914/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/camera-ottomana-photography-and-modernity-in-the-ottoman-empire-1840-1914/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/camera-ottomana-photography-and-modernity-in-the-ottoman-empire-1840-1914/
https://yusuffranko.ku.edu.tr/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/publications/youssouf-bey-the-charged-portraits-of-fin-de-siecle-pera-2nd-edition/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/publications/youssouf-bey-the-charged-portraits-of-fin-de-siecle-pera-2nd-edition/
https://cameraottomana.ku.edu.tr/
https://cameraottomana.ku.edu.tr/
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F O R T H C O M I N G    P U B L I C A T I O N

Turkish version of Youssouf Bey: The 
Charged Portraits of Fin-de-Siècle Pera

Youssouf Bey: The Charged Portraits of Fin-de-Siècle Pera, the book 
that accompanied “The Characters of Yusuf Franko: An Ottoman 
Bureaucrat’s Caricatures,” the ANAMED exhibition originally open 
between 26 January and 1 June 2017, was published simulta-
neously with the exhibition. In the following months of 2020, 
ANAMED will publish a Turkish version of the important volume 
to make it available to a larger audience.

Yusuf Franko Kusa Bey (1856-1933), a high-ranking bureaucrat in 
the fin-de-siècle Ottoman imperial administration, was also a 
talented caricaturist. Because of his duties in the Ottoman 
Foreign Ministry, and because he spent most of his life in 
Istanbul, he was both a member and an observer of high-society 
social circles in Pera (Beyoğlu). 

The book will include his caricatures (in Turkish) from the Ömer M. Koç Collection, as well as the articles written in reference to the 
former. While the articles analyze the majority of Yusuf Bey’s caricatures from diverse perspectives (his family history and biography, 
the history of contemporary European caricature art and politics, and the social and spatial context in which he drew his carica-
tures), the appendix gives brief information about each caricature plate in the original album. These extraordinary caricatures will 
be published for the fi rst time in Turkish in their entirety since they were discovered in an antique rug dealer’s shop in Istanbul in 
1957.
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