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As the new academic year began, 
ANAMED celebrated its annual ritual 
of welcoming a new group of research 
fellows, who have arrived, settled in, 
and given a series of introductory talks 
to faculty and graduate students at Koç 
University. The fellows have now begun 
the task of realizing the potential of their 
proposed research, and we hope them 
to be as productive with their time here 
as possible. In addition to 2017–2018 
academic-year fellows, this year we 
welcome the holders of newly estab-
lished short-term fellowships, invited to 
ANAMED for periods between two weeks 
and two months for intensive yet brief 
research stays.

Before the new academic year, 
ANAMED’s summer was full. Both the 
Ottoman (OTSP) and Ancient Langua-
ges of Anatolia (ALA) summer programs 
attracted select students for language 
trainings held, respectively, for their third 
and second summers. We’re grateful to 
organizers Hakan Karateke (OTSP) and İlgi 
Gerçek and Selim Adalı (ALA) for conti-
nuing to put together such useful and 
well-received programs. Complementing 
this formal coursework, the ANAMED 
Library hosted several lectures over the 
summer, featuring esteemed past and 
present ANAMED affiliates Zeynep Çelik, 
on antiquity politics, Nükhet Varlık, on 
plague and empire, and Erdem Çıpa, on 
Selim “the Grim.”

The 2017 summer also witnessed 
developments associated with ANAMED 
Gallery exhibits enacted by Project and 
Event Coordinators Şeyda Çetin and Esra 
Satıcı. As our previous show on “The 
Characters of Yusuf Franko: An Ottoman 
Bureaucrat’s Caricatures” moved to its 
digital afterlife as an online exhibition, 
ANAMED Editor Özge Ertem saw to the 
publication of a soft-cover second edition 
of the already-out-of-print YOUSSOUF 
BEY: The Charged Portraits of Fin-de-Siécle 
Pera, and our current exhibit was desig-

ned under the coordination of Şeyda 
Çetin. “The Curious Case of Çatalhöyük,” 
curated by ANAMED Fellowship and 
Administrative Coordinator Duygu Tarkan, 
opened in June and will remain open 
through December and mid-January. 
The exhibit celebrates the results of 25 
years of the Çatalhöyük Research Project, 
directed by Ian Hodder, and features 
two complementary add-ons: “ONE,” 
a piece of performance art curated by 
Nazlı Gürlek and featuring Aslı Bostancı, 
was held in September; Refik Anadol is 
designing the second complement to the 
exhibition, a digital work drawing from 
Çatalhöyük’s vast data archive; it goes 
on display in November. ANAMED’s next 
exhibit, curated by Bahattin Öztuncay, 
opens in February 2018, and features 
three remarkable photo albums from the 
Ömer M. Koç Collection.

The 2017 summer also brought abo-
ut significant departures from our staff: 
we thank them for their significant cont-
ributions to ANAMED and wish them well 
as we struggle to fill their shoes. Program 
Coordinator Zeynep Türkyılmaz left her 
position for  happy personal and rese-
arch-based reasons. Similarly, in order 
to dedicate more time to research and 
finishing his PhD, ANAMED Head  Librarian 
Mehmet Kentel departed his post upon 
completing preparations for major library 
improvements.

Those of our readers in Istanbul 
will know that the ANAMED Library was 
closed for an extended period beginning 
in mid-August and has recently reopened 
with expanded offerings. The closure 
resulted from substantial renovations to 
expand the library’s capacity, enabling 
us to host two important collections and 
associated offices. The collection of the 
Turkish Institute of Archaeology (TEBE) 
has moved from its previously closed and 
relatively inaccessible location within 
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Refik Anadol, Çatalhöyük Research 
Project Archive, 2017.

ANAMED will be presenting artist 
Refik Anadol's media installation 
developed by using Çatalhöyük  
Research Project's archive of 2.8  
million data points, representing  
records from 25 years of excavation.  
Commissioned as part of the exhibi-
tion "The Curious Case of Çatal-
höyük," this poetic data painting can 
be experienced as of 14 November 
2017 at ANAMED. With the inclu-
sion of this media installation, the 
exhibition can now be visited until 
14 January 2018.

Refik Anadol's 
media installation 
from Çatalhöyük 
archives will be on 
display at ANAMED.

[Continued on page 2]

EXHIBITION

https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/current-fellows
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/current-fellows
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/short-term-fellowships
https://yusuffranko.ku.edu.tr/%C2%A0
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/youssouf-bey-charged-portraits-fin-de-siecle-pera-2nd-edition
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/youssouf-bey-charged-portraits-fin-de-siecle-pera-2nd-edition
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/youssouf-bey-charged-portraits-fin-de-siecle-pera-2nd-edition
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/curious-case-catalhoyuk
http://turkinst.org/


2 A N A M E D 

Parallel to ANAMED’s exhibition 
“The Curious Case of Çatalhöyük,” 
Nazlı Gürlek performed “ONE,” in 
collaboration  with Performistan-
bul, on Saturday, September 23 at 
ANAMED’s third-floor terrace. The 
performance was inspired by a wall 
painting dating to approximately 
6500 BC, discovered in Building 80 
at Çatalhöyük. Gürlek re-created 
the ritual on the wall painting by 
fusing three different methods of 
expression including painting with 
two nine-metre rolls of paper with 

drawings inspired by the Çatal-
höyük painting; documentation 
such as the visual documentation 
of the excavation process show-
ing the unveiling of the painting; 
and movement such as the live 
performance based on corporal 
movements of a performer. Among 
many aspects the project was also 
an attempt at an artistic adaptation 
of the archaeological methodology 
of the Çatalhöyük project based on 
“reflexivity, interactivity, multivocal-
ity, and contextuality.”

EXHIBITION

the building to open shelving within 
our library. The TEBE collection is rich 
in  Anatolian archaeology, including 
parts of the personal collections of 
Güven  Arsebük, Mükerrem Usman-Ana-
bolu, and Jale İnan, for example. The 
collection of the Istanbul Branch  of the 
American Research Institute in Turkey 
(ARIT), too, or at least the majority of it, 
has now moved to open shelving within 
our library. The ARIT collection includes 
over 9,000 volumes with special 
strengths in Byzantine, Ottoman, and 
Turkish subjects, including the impor-
tant H. Kenneth Snipes Byzantine Stu-
dies collection. The TEBE and ARIT col-
lections remain the property of those 
institutions, which now occupy offices 
within the library, and they significantly 
complement existing holdings within 
the building, including ANAMED’s own 
and those of the Netherlands Institute 
in Turkey (NIT).

For helping to facilitate smooth 
transitions for these collections, and in 
addition to the many thanks contained 
elsewhere within these pages, I extend 
special thanks to Ömer M. Koç; Vehbi 
Koç Foundation President Erdal Yıldı-
rım; Koç University President Umran 
İnan; ARIT President C. Brian Rose and 
Istanbul Branch Director Tony Green-
wood; TEBE President Haluk Abbasoğlu, 
Vice President Oğuz Tekin, and General 
Secretary Meltem Doğan Alparslan; Koç 
University Suna Kıraç Library Director 
Tuba Akbaytürk and her library staff, es-
pecially former ANAMED Head Librarian 
K. Mehmet Kentel and ANAMED and 
NIT Branch Librarians Naz Özkan and 
İrem Ünal; and Koç University Cons-
truction Manager Mualla Kayaçetin and 
Associate Construction Manager Metin 
Usta. Please join me in welcoming TEBE 
and ARIT closer into ANAMED, where 
we hope they will remain happy, and 
I’ll look forward to seeing our broader 
ANAMED community browsing the 
stacks soon. 

Chris Roosevelt
ANAMED Director

ONE, 2017
Nazlı Gürlek

Performer: Aslı Bostancı

Date: 23/09/2017

Istanbul Biennial Parallel Event in collaboration with 
ANAMED and Performistanbul
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ANAMED celebrates the 25th excavation 
season of the Çatalhöyük Research Pro-
ject with the exhibition “The Curious Case 
of Çatalhöyük.” Known for its fascinating 
cutting-edge archaeological research 
methods and laboratory collaborations, 
Çatalhöyük is presented through experi-
ment-based display features including 3D 
prints of finds, laser-scanned overviews 
of excavation areas, and immersive Vir-

tual Reality (VR) opportunities that bring 
the 9000-year-old Çatalhöyük settlement 
back to life. The exhibition was made 
possible by the support of the Yapı Kredi 
Bank and the technological sponsor-
ship of Arçelik. It sheds light on the work 
of the research team of international 
 specialists and elucidates the various 
stages of an excavation project on one of 
the most complex societies of its time.

The Curious 
Case of 
Çatalhöyük
21/06/2017 – 14/01/2018

Curator: Duygu Tarkan

Consultant: Ian Hodder

Exhibition Design: PATTU Architecture

Exhibition Coordination & Content 
Development: Şeyda Çetin

https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/curious-case-catalhoyuk
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/curious-case-catalhoyuk
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SUMMER PROGRAMS

The Ottoman Summer Program, 
organized for the third year, was 
attended by 16 participants from 
various universities in Turkey and 
abroad. Within the six-week inten-
sive program, Dr. Tunç Şen from Lei-
den University gave the elementary 
Ottoman courses while advanced 
courses were taught by Assoc. Prof. 
Ali Emre Özyıldırım from Yıldız 
Technical University. The program 
also included  other language 
courses such as Persian and Arabic 
taught by Gheis Ebadi and Zainap 
Al Hajhasan, respectively. ANAMED 
organized a visit to the Prime 
Ministry Ottoman Archives and the 
Süleymaniye Manuscripts Library in 
order to enable the participants to 
practice their language and conduct 
their own research.

Ottoman 
Summer 
Program

Ancient Languages  
of Anatolia: 

Hittite, Akkadian 
and Luwian
The Ancient Languages of Anatolia Summer 
Program, organized for the second year, 
completed its 4-week intensive program on 
August 18. This year, in addition to Hittite 
and Akkadian, the program also included 
Luwian. As part of the program, Yağmur 
Heffron from the University of London gave 
a talk titled “The Archaeology of Religion at 
Kültepe-Kaneš.” Also, Prof. Ignacio Márquez 
Rowe and Prof. Barbara Alexandra Böck 
(CSIC, Madrid) contributed to the program 
by their talk titled “Babylonian Divination.” 
The five participants visited the Cuneiform 
Tablet Archives of the Istanbul Archaeo-
logical Museums and were able to closely 
examine the tablets.

https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/ottomansummerprogram
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/ancient-languages-anatolia
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/ancient-languages-anatolia
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FELLOWS

Short-Term 
Fellowships

ANAMED is selecting Short-Term Research 
Fellows for the 2018 Winter Round. Short-
Term Fellowships offer intensive collabo-
rative research opportunities for durations 
between two weeks and two months and 
are available to post-doctoral and senior 
applicants. These fellowships are open 
to both individuals and groups and are 
intended to provide support for ongoing 
projects, such as finalizing a publication or 
conducting intensive material analysis or 
conservation-restoration projects.

ANAMED awaits  
its 2018–2019  
Academic Year 
Fellowship 
applicants

ANAMED hosts researchers from a vari-
ety of universities in nearly 30 countries 
every year and is calling for applications 
for the 2018-2019 academic year. After 
a rigorous and intensive evaluation 
process, more than 35 fellowships will 
be given to the researchers.

The 2017–2018 
ANAMED fellows  
have started the 
academic year

On September 18, the new academic term 
started at ANAMED. Within the orientation 
program, fellows participated in the his-
toric Beyoğlu tour under the guidance of 
Cemil Bezmen, SARAT project post-doctor-
al researcher. The welcome reception took 
place at ANAMED with the participation 
of Koç University Archaeology and History 
of Art and History Department faculty. On 
October 6, fellows visited the Koç Univer-
sity Rumeli Fener Campus and gave short 
presentations describing their projects.

https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/short-term-fellowships
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/short-term-fellowships
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/applications
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/tr/safeguarding-archaeological-assets-turkey-sarat
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June passed with relative calm. We bid 
our farewells to the 2016–2017 fellows, 
to the Koç University students done with 
their finals, and to the archaeologists 
off to their excavations. But, July began 
rapidly for the remaining Ottoman-
ists.  Zeynep Çelik, Professor of History 
of Architecture at New Jersey Institute 
of Technology, was in our library on July 
7 to talk about her very recent Turkish-
language book, About Antiquities: Politics 
of Archaeology in the Ottoman Empire, 
published by Koç University Press. At 
the ANAMED Library’s highly-attended 
event, co-organized by KUP, Çelik gave a 
delightful talk on the social, cultural, and 
“from below” history of archaeology in 
the Late Ottoman Empire.

On July 26, the library hosted 
Associate Professor Nükhet Varlık from 
Rutgers University, who has received 
numerous awards with her book Plague 
and Empire in the Early Modern Mediter-
ranean World: The Ottoman Experience, 
1347–1600. Varlık’s talk, titled “Empire, 
Ecology, and Plague: Re-Writing the His-
tory of the Second Pandemic,” highligh-
ted new methodologies of the histori-
ography of plague, and why it matters 
to look at the Ottoman experience. The 
discussion was enjoyed not only by ent-
husiasts of history of medicine, but also 
by the librarians, who witnessed for the 
first time such subject matters of life and 
death (“Should we still fear the plague? 
Which  animals carry the disease?”) being 
discussed at the ANAMED Library!

This ‘Ottoman Summer!’ at the 
ANAMED Library ended with a lecture 
by Erdem Çıpa, Assistant Professor of 

LIBRARY

Busy News  
From the 
Library
 
 
Could this have  
been the busiest 
summer of  
the ANAMED 
Library’s 12-year-
long history?

http://design.njit.edu/people/celik.php
https://press.ku.edu.tr/tr/kitap/asar-i-atika
https://utpress.utexas.edu/books/celik-about-antiquities
https://utpress.utexas.edu/books/celik-about-antiquities
http://www.ncas.rutgers.edu/n%C3%BCkhet-varl%C4%B1k
http://www.cambridge.org/catalogue/catalogue.asp?isbn=1107013380
http://www.cambridge.org/catalogue/catalogue.asp?isbn=1107013380
http://www.cambridge.org/catalogue/catalogue.asp?isbn=1107013380
http://www.cambridge.org/catalogue/catalogue.asp?isbn=1107013380
https://lsa.umich.edu/history/people/faculty/ecipa.html
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The Bank of America  
Art Conservation  
Project started!

In collaboration with Istanbul Archaeological 
Museums, ANAMED has been accepted to the 
Bank of America Art Conservation Project, and the 
restoration of objects already started! The scope 
of the project consists of restoring more than 500 
Byzantine artifacts from Istanbul Archaeologi-
cal Museum’s excavations on the Asian side of 
Istanbul. These artifacts cover a wide chronologi-
cal span, dating from the Late Roman through 
Byzantine periods (fourth to fifteenth centuries). 
The project also includes an academic publication 
focusing on the Late Roman and Byzantine past 
of Istanbul’s Asian side. The project aims to bring 
new archaeological materials and information to 
the public and academics alike. These efforts will 
also promote the field of Byzantine studies at 
the Istanbul Archaeological Museums, one of the 
leading cultural institutions in Istanbul.

NEWS

Ottoman History at the University of 
Michigan, titled “The Rise of a Villain in a 
Literature of Decline: Selim the ‘Grim’ in 
Ottoman Historiography.” Co-organized 
with ANAMED’s Ottoman Summer School, 
Çıpa discussed Sultan Selim the Grim’s 
changing places and associated adjec-
tives within the Ottoman traditions of 
history-writing, based on his most recent 
book, The Making of Selim: Succession, 
Legitimacy, and Memory in the Early 
Modern Ottoman World. This time it was 
the enthusiasts of intellectual history 
and historiography who filled our library. 
It was quite fitting to spend this eventful 
month with a former ANAMED fellow 
(Varlık), a returning ANAMED fellow 
fellow (Çıpa), and an ANAMED curator 
(Çelik). This also marked the end of the 
ANAMED Library as we knew it, and follo-
wing Çıpa’s talk, the library was closed...

…. do not worry, only to be back 
with much richer resources! The rest of 
the library’s most restless summer pas-
sed with fewer discussions on Ottoman 
historiographic methodologies and more 

concentration on major renovations of 
the second floor of the Merkez Han; carr-
ying books, calculating shelves, packing, 
demolishing and constructing offices, 
smells of paint and thinner, dust and 
noise. The reopened library now hosts 
two new collections: one of the most 
important historical research centers in 
Istanbul, American Research Institute in 
Turkey (ARIT-Istanbul), and the Turkish 
Institute of Archaeology (TEBE), which 
had already been located at Merkez 
Han, but is now situated within the open 
library. With these additions, our users, 
who were previously able to use the 
ANAMED and the Netherlands Institute 
in Turkey (NIT) libraries, can now benefit 
from four distinct collections  as part of 
one integrated library system. This new 
organization immensely increases our 
wealth and depth in the disciplines of 
history, history of art, and archaeology, 
thanks not only to months of planning 
and efforts by the librarians, but also to 
many construction workers, movers, pa-
inters, electricians, and ANAMED house-

hold and technical staff. We are grateful 
to those who put their labor into the mix 
that made our libraries possible, and to 
our library users who had to endure the 
noise coming from the construction as 
they worked at the NIT Library.

As we extend a heartfelt welcome 
to the new staff and users coming to use 
our expanded collections, I would like to 
change the pronoun from "we" to "I" and 
bid my rather melancholic farewells: I am 
leaving ANAMED, where I became a fel-
low in September 2014, and then, Head 
Librarian in August 2015, after three 
years, in order to finish my PhD disser-
tation. It makes me sad to leave this or-
ganization, which I am extremely happy 
to have been a  part of and contribute to, 
especially at the beginning of this most 
exciting chapter. But I am also excited to 
come back "home" as a library member 
in the near future. See you at the study 
desks and between the shelves.

K. Mehmet Kentel
kentel@uw.edu

http://www.istanbularkeoloji.gov.tr/
http://www.istanbularkeoloji.gov.tr/
https://about.bankofamerica.com/en-us/what-guides-us/arts-and-culture.html#fbid=KvKIzYXWaRw/hashlink=art-conservation-project
http://www.iupress.indiana.edu/product_info.php?products_id=808298
http://www.iupress.indiana.edu/product_info.php?products_id=808298
http://www.iupress.indiana.edu/product_info.php?products_id=808298
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/ARIT/IstanbulCenter.html
http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/ARIT/IstanbulCenter.html
https://rcac.ku.edu.tr/tr/turk-eskicag-bilimleri-enstitusu
mailto:kentel%40uw.edu?subject=
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YOUSSOUF BEY: The Charged Portraits 
of Fin-de-Siécle Pera is a two-volume 
special publication (Vehbi Koç Founda-
tion, Istanbul, 2016) that accompanied 
ANAMED’s exhibition "The Characters of 
Yusuf Franko: An Ottoman Bureaucrat’s 
Caricatures" (26 January–01 June 2017). 
The book of academic essays from this 
special volume has been recently re-
published by ANAMED and, thus, is avail-
able to a larger audience. Yusuf Franko 
Kusa Bey (1856–1933), a high-ranking 
bureaucrat in fin-de-siècle Ottoman im-
perial administration, was also a talented 
caricaturist. Because of his duties in 
the Ottoman Foreign Ministry as well as 
 being an Istanbul resident, he was both a 
member and an observer of high-society 
social circles in Pera (Beyoğlu). The book 
consists of Yusuf Bey’s caricatural work 
from the Ömer M. Koç Collection as 
well as the scholarly articles. While the 
articles analyze the majority of Yusuf 
Bey’s caricatures from diverse perspec-
tives (his family history and biography, 
the history of contemporary European 
caricature art and politics, and the social 
and spatial context in which he drew 
his caricatures), the appendix offers 
information on each caricature plate in 
the original album. These extraordinary 
caricatures have been published for the 
first time in their entirety since they were 
discovered in an antique rug dealer’s 
shop in Istanbul in 1957.  

PUBLICATION

YOUSSOUF BEY 
is back on the 
shelves!
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