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The chill of this year’s winter in Istanbul 
failed to slow down ANAMED. Recent 
times made for excellent opportunities to 
hunker down inside and get work done. 
Yet, I am pleased to report that we man-
aged to entice crowds to brave the ele-
ments and partake in our busy offerings. 
ANAMED Gallery exhibits focusing on 
Istanbul were the first to do this. "ON  
THE FRINGE: The Istanbul Land Walls",  
which opened on 18 October 2017,  
had a successful run throughout the  
fall. Visitors especially enjoyed the 3D- 
printed replica of the walls that spanned 
the length of the gallery, bringing a spe-
cial depth to the exhibit. And, they came 
back for more. Our current exhibit on  
“The Characters of Yusuf Franko: An Otto-
man Bureaucrat’s Caricatures” opened 
in January and quickly became our most 
visited exhibit to date (it remains open 
until 1 June 2017, so don’t miss it!). It was 
complemented with the publication of a 
handsome facsimile of the original carica-
ture album from the Ömer M. Koç Collec-
tion, as well as by a scholarly volume, the 
second printing of which ANAMED will 
publish soon. Our next exhibit diverges 
from Istanbul, taking us deeper into the 
past and the Anatolian heartland with a 
focus on the last 25 years of work at the 
famous neolithic site of Çatalhöyük.

Symposia, workshops, and lectures, 
too, brought together scholars and the 
interested public at ANAMED this winter. 
ANAMED’s 11th Annual Symposium in 
December was organized by Suzan  
Yalman (former ANAMED fellow and 
current Koç University faculty) and A. 
Hilâl Uğurlu (former ANAMED fellow and 
current Istanbul Technical University 
faculty) and focused on “Sacred Spaces 
and Urban Networks.” In addition, work-
shops on the Land Walls and Yusuf Franko 
complemented the two exhibits. Special 
lectures from visiting guests – including 
Leslie Peirce, Michael Spiedel, and Step-
hen Mitchell – and lectures from 2016–

From the Director...

2017 ANAMED Fellows Evangelia Balta, 
Siren Çelik, and Ian Rutherford fostered 
scholarly discussion. When not at their 
desks or participating in these events, our 
fellows even managed to get out for gui-
ded visits to the Prime Ministry Ottoman 
Archives and Istanbul University’s Yenika-
pı conservation laboratories, among other 
destinations.

It is a pleasure to report that 
ANAMED’s primary attraction for the 
scholarly public – the ANAMED Library 
– continues to thrive with increasing 
numbers of users, events, and collections. 
Our newest donations include a selection 
of journal series and other items from 
the late Anthony Bryer, with many thanks 
to the family, friends, and colleagues 
that made it possible. In remembrance of 
Bryer and on the occasion of his donati-
on, we held a commemorative meeting in 
March sponsored by ANAMED, the British 
Institute at Ankara, GABAM, and the Suna 
Kıraç Library. Speakers at the bittersweet 
event presented personal reminiscences 
and academic appreciations that highligh-
ted Bryer’s enthusiasm for the natural 
and built landscapes, history, and people 
(not to mention food!) of Anatolia, and a 
life dedicated to studying, and promoting 
studies of, Anatolian civilizations.

With the recent passing of other 
giants of Anatolia – David French and 
John Freely, to name only the most recent 
– come additional significant losses to 
communities vested in bringing past 
Anatolian civilizations to both the scho-
larly community and the broader public. 
ANAMED fellow workshops, upcoming 
summer programs, exhibitions, and other 
activities and events about which you will 
read in the following pages aim to further 
such work, and we remain grateful to be 
able to rely on the broader ANAMED com-
munity for help in this ongoing endeavor.

Chris Roosevelt
ANAMED Director

The Curious 
Case of 
Çatalhöyük 
21 June  – 25 October 2017
Curator: Duygu Tarkan

ANAMED is preparing to open an 
exhibition in June 2017 to celebrate 
the 25th excavation season of the 
Çatalhöyük Research Project. Univer-
sally significant research resulting 
from work under the directorship 
of Prof. Ian Hodder since 1993 will 
attract visitors with modern and 
interactive display techniques. With 
a focus on settlement at Çatalhöyük, 
little known aspects of archaeo-
logical research will be explained. 
Known for its fascinating archaeolo-
gists, cutting-edge research meth-
ods, and laboratory collaborations, 
Çatalhöyük will be presented with 
experiment-based display methods.

UPCOMING  
EXHIBITION:

https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/fringe
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/fringe
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/characters-yusuf-franko-ottoman-bureaucrats-caricatures
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/characters-yusuf-franko-ottoman-bureaucrats-caricatures
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/youssouf-bey-charged-portraits-fin-de-siecle-pera
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/upcoming-exhibition
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/11-international-anamed-annual-symposium-0
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/workshop-istanbul-land-walls-context
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/workshop-istanbul-land-walls-context
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/node/946
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/director
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/library
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/special-collections
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/special-collections
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/special-collections
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/news-0
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/node
http://biaa.ac.uk/
http://biaa.ac.uk/
https://gabam.ku.edu.tr/en
https://library.ku.edu.tr/en/node/1
https://library.ku.edu.tr/en/node/1
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/anamed-fellows-spring-workshops-2017
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/ottomansummerprogram
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/ottomansummerprogram
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/upcoming-exhibition
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/upcoming-exhibition
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/upcoming-exhibition
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/upcoming-exhibition


2 3A N A M E D I S S U E  4   |   S P R I N G  2017

ANAMED organized  
"The Istanbul Land Walls  
in Context" workshop  
on 5 January 2017 in association 
with the "ON THE FRINGE:  
The Istanbul Land Walls" 
exhibition. 

The workshop brought colleagues 
together in order to share research topics 
examining cultural heritage aspects of 
the Land Walls as well as the importance 
of the social and natural landscapes of 
the surrounding areas in their historical 
contexts. During the two sessions of 
the workshop the following seven 
participants were invited to present 
their research: Firuzan Melike Sümertaş, 
"From Writing to Documentation: 
The Greek Gaze on the Land Walls of 
Istanbul in the 19th Century"; Edhem 
Eldem, "Preserving (or not) the Walls 
of Constantinople in the Late Ottoman 
Period"; Gülsün Tanyeli, "Industrial 
Heritage on the Fringe of the Land 
Walls"; Nicholas Melvani, "Land Walls 
and Landscape in the 15th Century"; and 
Meliz Akyol, Hayriye Eşbah Tunçay, and 
Arzu Türk, "Urban Agriculture in History." 

Summer Programs
During the summer season of 2017, 
ANAMED will organize two summer 
programs titled "Ottoman" and "Ancient 
Languages of Anatolia: Hittite and Ak-
kadian." The "Ottoman" program will 
develop students’ reading and compre-
hension skills as well as expertise on a 
variety of Ottoman sources including 
archival documents, manuscripts, and 
epigraphic material. "Ancient Languages 
of Anatolia" consists of workshops on 
Luwian and cuneiform epigraphy as 
well as guest lectures. Moreover, it is 
the only summer program that offers a 
comprehensive introduction to the Hit-
tite and Akkadian languages.

A commemorative conference,  
"From Trebizond to Limni: 
Remembering The Trails and Traces of 
Bryer", was held on 31 March in honor 
of the late Prof. Anthony Bryer.

In the commemorative conference co- 
organized and co-sponsored with Koç  
University Suna Kıraç Library, GABAM, and 
BIAA, ANAMED celebrated the renowned life 
of late Byzantinist Prof. Anthony Bryer and  
his contributions to scholarship. After AN-
AMED Director Chris Roosevelt and BIAA  
Director Lutgarde Vandeput welcomed 
guests, United Kingdom’s Consul-General 
to Istanbul Judith Slater gave the opening 
speech in memoriam of Bryer. In the follow-
ing section moderated by Dr. Alessandra Ricci, 
Chris Harris spoke about Bryer as a family 
member, on his collection, his work, and influ-
ence in Trabzon. Bryer’s last student, Nikos  
Kontogiannis, focused on the scholar’s re-
search in fortification systems. Ottoman his-
torian and ANAMED’s Program Cooordinator 
Zeynep Türkyilmaz discussed Bryer’s undeni-
able, though often ignored, imprints on Ot-
toman Studies. Finally, Bryer’s first graduate 
student Margaret Mullett, herself a renowned 
Byzantinist, delivered a lecture expanding on 
Bryer’s scholarship as well as her personal 
notes on his travels in Pontos and being his 
student. This half-day conference ended with 
a visit to the ANAMED Library for viewing the 
ephemera and journals donated by Bryer. 

NEWS

WORKSHOPS

NEW STAFF

MUKADDES GÜL
After having worked at Koç 
University’s Rumeli Campus 
Activities Unit for 6 years, I 
have started my new position 
at ANAMED as Facility Coordi-
nator. I found a family envi-
ronment here, and I sincerely 
believe that my experience to 
date will help me contribute to 
myself and to ANAMED. 

The  
Istanbul Land 
Walls in Context 
5 January 2017 

ANAMED  
2017–2018  
Academic Year  
Fellowships  
selection  
completed
The selection for 2017–2018 
ANAMED Fellowships has recently 
been completed after receiving 
applications from candidates at  
84 different universities in 26 
countries. Following a thorough  
and intense review period, results 
were announced in mid-March  
and over 35 projects are granted 
fellowships.

Fellow 
Workshops
 
The academic year at ANAMED had a 
head start with the October Workshop 
Series. Our 2016–2017 fellows shared 
their research projects with members 
of the Koç University community as 
well as scholars from other universities 
on 7 and 14 October 2016.  

After seven months of inten-
se research and writing, our fellows 
shared their results in a series of Spring 
Workshops. Besides ANAMED fellows, 
esteemed scholars from Koç University 
and other institutions within Turkey 
also contributed to these workshops  
as speakers and moderators. All work-
shops were open to public. Their titles 
and dates were as follows:

April 29th:  
Efrâd-ı nâs: Humble Makers  
of History 
May 6th:  
Constructing Ideologies, 
Communicating Identities
May 12th:  
Anatolian Seascapes
May 13th:  
Space Transformations: Multi-
Scalar Approaches to the Past 

Commemorating Bryer

ANAMED Lectures
Throughout the year, ANAMED 
hosted several lectures by its 
current and past fellows. 

Renowned Ottoman historian and  
2009–2010 ANAMED Senior Fellow Prof. 
Leslie Pierce’s lecture entitled "The Chal-
lenge of Biography - The Case of Hurrem 
Sultan," addressed methodological chal-
lenges the author tackled when writing 
the biography of a highly controversial 
figure with scant documents. This year’s 
GABAM-ANAMED fellow, Dr. Siren Çelik, 
also took on the issue of biography with 
the erudite and prolific author-emperor 
Manuel II Palaiologos in her lecture: "The 
Purple Pen: The Biography of Manuel 
II Palaiologos." Prof. Evangelia Balta, 
holding the medal "Order of Merit by 
the President of the Turkish Republic” 
and granted "Honorary Membership" of 
the Turkish Historical Society, spent two 
months at ANAMED as a Visiting Senior 
Fellow. The scholar delivered a lecture 
titled "Why study Karamanlidika?" that 
examined the history of the Turkish-
speaking Christian Orthodox Anatolians 
who continued to live in the lands of the 
former Byzantine Empire until the Popu-
lation Exchange.  Another Visiting Senior 
Fellow, Prof. Ian Rutherford, an historian 
of ancient Mediterranean religion at the 
University of Reading, delivered a lecture 
titled "Religious Interactions between 
Hittites and Greeks: Contact, Borrowing, 
and Comparison." The fellow lecture se-
ries will continue until 15 June with the 
participation of past and current fellows. 

It’s ANAMED Gallery’s 
5th Anniversary! 
 
ANAMED celebrates the 5th  
anniversary of its gallery. ANAMED  
has held 17 exhibitions and 
published 11 books since 2012 in 
order to disseminate scientific re-
search projects to the wider public. 
Likewise other sections of ANAMED, 
the ANAMED Gallery aims to 
increase awareness in the field of 
cultural heritage and keeps organ-
izing admission-free exhibitions on 
research projects devoted to the 
archaeology, architecture, art, and 
history of civilizations in Turkey 
with creative display approaches. 
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The Characters  
of Yusuf Franko: 

An Ottoman  
Bureaucrat’s Caricatures
23 March 2017 

As a parallel event to the exhibition 
"The Characters of Yusuf Franko",  
a panel was held at ANAMED on the 
history of caricature in Turkey, social 
life in the fin-de-siècle Ottoman Em-
pire, and Beyoğlu/Pera in drawings. 

Three speakers featured in the 
panel, two of whom were also the con-
sultants for the exhibition: K. Mehmet 
Kentel (the author of the exhibition 
texts), and Sinan Kuneralp. In addi-
tion to the consultants, cartoon-art 
historian Turgut Çeviker participated 
in the panel. The talks were followed 
by a round table and a Q&A session 
moderated by exhibition coordinator, 
Ebru Esra Satıcı.  

YOUSSOUF BEY:
The Charged 
Portraits of  
Fin-de-Siècle Pera
Editor: Bahattin Öztuncay

YOUSSOUF BEY: The Charged Portraits of 
Fin-de-Siécle Pera (Istanbul: Vehbi Koç 
Foundation, 2016) is a two-volume pub-
lication including the facsimile of Yusuf 
Franko Bey's original caricature album 
from the Ömer M. Koç Collection and an 
edited volume of articles that accompa-
nied the exhibition "The Characters of 
Yusuf Franko." 

These extraordinary caricatures 
have been published in their entirety 
for the first time since they were first 
discovered in an antique rug dealer's 
shop in Istanbul in 1957. The edited 
volume of articles will be reprinted by 
ANAMED and, thus, will be available to  
a larger audience 
in June 2017.   

"The Characters of Yusuf Franko" is  
accessible online via yusuffranko.org. 
Like the exhibition, the Ömer M. Koç 
Collection sourced the majority of the 
website’s content. The site aims to be 
a permanent outcome of the project 
and to serve as a perpetual source for 
researchers. K. Mehmet Kentel’s network 
map, "Mapping Yusuf Franko’s Universe," 
based on the 1905 Goad Plan, was on 
display at the exhibition and is also 
available on yusuffranko.org. The web-
site is available in Turkish and English, 
and the articles of the edited volume 
YOUSSOUF BEY: The Charged Portraits 
of Fin-de-Siécle Pera will also be made 
available in English in the website. 

"Yusuf Franko’s People" are now online!

11th ANAMED  
Annual Symposium

Sacred  
Spaces 
and Urban 
Networks
9 December 2016 
 
 

The symposium investigated various forms of "sacred" spaces and their socio-
cultural dynamics within the urban landscape of Anatolia from the eleventh 
century onward. Bringing together archeologists, historians, art historians, 
and historians of architecture and landscape, the talks removed disciplinary 
boundaries in order to examine the material in more detail and from different 
perspectives. The symposium aimed to discuss other spaces deemed “sacred” 
and their relationships to the city.

The Characters of 
Yusuf Franko: 

An Ottoman 
Bureaucrat’s 
Caricatures
26 January – 1 June 2017

Ömer M. Koç Collection
Curator: Bahattin Öztuncay

Exhibition Design: Yeşim Demir Proehl

Feature Scripts: K. Mehmet Kentel

Consultants: Sinan Kuneralp,  
K. Mehmet Kentel 

ANAMED exhibits for the first time the 
caricature album of Yusuf Franko Kusa 
Bey, a late 19th century Ottoman bureau-
crat, Minister of Foreign Affairs, governor 
general, man of community, and also a 
playful caricaturist. The exhibition focus-
es on the people and places that found 
their way into Yusuf Franko’s caricatures 
while also hinting at those who did not. 

SYMPOSIUM EXHIBITION PANEL PUBLICATIONS
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Arkeolojisi (2017). On the occasion of  
this event, Güzin Eren, ANAMED PhD  
Fellow (2016–2017), and a PhD Candi-
date working on Lydian monumentality  
in the Department of Archaeology at 
Boston University, made a short  
interview with him.
GE: We have both worked at Sardis, the 
capital of ancient Lydia, but we never 
overlapped because you decided to look 
beyond Sardis and search for the Lydians 
in their wider region before I began my 
fieldwork. Could you tell us a bit about 
how your research on Lydian archaeology, 
hence the story of your book, began?
CHR: First, let me take this opportunity 
to thank you for showing interest in the 
book! Its origins go back to my work at 
Sardis, of course, which began in the 
mid-1990s thanks to advisors at Cornell 
University, Andrew Ramage and Peter 
Kuniholm, and the director of excavations 
at Sardis, Crawford H. Greenewalt, jr., who 
took risks in agreeing to train a neophyte 
with experiences only in Classics and Ge-
ology. Those experiences, however, came 
together happily in Lydia, where I quickly 
became enamored with archaeology and 
specifically that of western Anatolian 
landscapes and peoples, set between 

Aegean and Anatolian / Near Eastern 
cultures. After working at Sardis for 
several years, these interests manifested 
in questions about what else we knew 
about Lydians aside from the evidence 
at Sardis. Where else did Lydians live? 
How did they get by? How much did they 
interact with Sardians, if at all, and with 
those outside Lydia? These questions led 
to a study of the distribution of Lydian 
tumuli, or burial mounds (as markers 
of cemeteries and, hence, settlements) 
and eventually to work with museum 
archives and material collections and 
regional surveys (with many thanks to 
my co-director Dr. Christina Luke and our 
annual participants), the results of all of 
which came together in the book.
GE: Walking on the path to becoming a 
specialist on Lydian archaeology, I use 
your book as one of my reference guides. 
I know that only a few books on Lydian 
archaeology present Lydia diachronically 
through its material remains, but almost 
none are in Turkish. As your student, I am 
proud that your book is among the very 
few Lydian archaeology-related books 
translated into Turkish, and I am happy 
that the Lydians will meet an even wider 
audience as a result. First, when your 
book was published in English, how well 
was it received by the wider academic 
world and the general audience, and 
have there been any changes or devel-
opments in your approach to the topic 
since then? Second, I am curious to know 
how you felt holding in your hands the 
Turkish version of your book.
CHR: The original version of the book has 
been generally well received (as far as I 
know!), with published reviews providing 
general praise as well as constructive 
criticisms, especially concerning argu-
ments about the nature and intensity of 
the Persian presence in Lydia in the late 

fifth and fourth centuries BCE, well after 
the eclipse of Lydian hegemony. Ironi-
cally, it is in the opposite chronological 
direction that my approaches to Lydian 
archaeology have moved, now focusing 
on the study of what we believe to have 
been a regional capital of the Pre- or 
Proto-Lydians, in the Late Bronze Age 
around 3,500 years ago: Kaymakçı. The 
site and its tentative association with 

the independent kingdom known to 
the Hittites as the Seha River Land was 
mentioned only briefly in the book. 

How do I feel about the appea-
rance of the Turkish version? Proud and 
pleased, first for its general acceptance 
and now also for its availability to the 
active scholarly community in Turkey 
engaged with aspects of Lydian archa-
eology.
GE: Could you tell us a bit about the 
translation process? 
CHR: Working with Koç University Press 
was a real pleasure. My contacts were 
knowledgeably helpful and patient 
throughout the process and drew from 
their broad experience in selecting an 
appropriate translator (Hilal Gültekin 
Çatak) who aptly handled some of the 
more technical vocabulary.
GE: I know that you have a good grasp 
of the Turkish language. I was wondering 
whether you had the chance to examine 
the Turkish translation of your work. If 
so, how did you find it?
CHR: (You’re too kind.) I have of course 
examined the Turkish in the book and 
am pleased with the translation. My first 

glance was to see how “landscape” 
was translated, as it is used frequently 
throughout the volume. Avoiding the 
French-derived “peysaj,” the translator 
adhered uniformly to “çevre,” which I 
hope can convey the same flexibility 
of meaning.
GE: I found your book instructive not 
only because you present a synthesis 
of the archaeology of the Lydian era 
from its beginning to end, but also you 
do this with the approach of combin-
ing the findings of the only known 
urban site, Sardis, with new data from 
its hinterland to enable a discussion 
regarding changes and continuities in 
various practices of Lydian society. In 
a world in which regional surveys still 
seem to be applied only for finding im-
portant sites to dig, you emphasize, on 
the contrary, that regional archaeology 
can do so much more to learn about 
past societies, the evidence being the 
results of your book. Do you think that 
your methodological approach can be 
a model for future projects in Turkey, 
especially when it meets a wider audi-
ence?
CHR: It is most scholars’ secret (or not 
so secret) hope that their work will 
become a model for others. In this 
case, however, I myself followed the 
good examples of previous works that 
had attempted to combine the results 
of excavation, regional survey, and 
museum study into synthetic volumes 
shedding new light on past societies. 
Jack L. Davis’ Sandy Pylos: An Archaeo-
logical History from Nestor to Navarino 
(1998; University of Texas Press) is a 
particularly nice example of an edited 
volume that achieves this. Jeremy  
McInerney’s The Folds of Parnassos: 
Land and Ethnicity in Ancient Phokis 
(1999; University of Texas Press) was 
a closer model to follow as it focuses 
primarily on the most prominent era 
of a region’s history and is neatly pre-
sented through a single author’s narra-
tive voice. If the Turkish version of my 
book is at all well received, of course 
I hope that others may be able to 
benefit from its methodology such that 
we will continue to see the publica-
tion of up-to-date regional syntheses 
for the varied and rich archaeological 
landscapes of Turkey.

Latest from  
the Library
The biggest development in the  
ANAMED Library in recent months was 
the donation of a significant part of  
Anthony Bryer’s (1937–2016) collec-
tion. Bryer was the late Emeritus Profes-
sor of Byzantine History at Birmingham 
University. His books and journals, now, 
accompany other giants of Byzantine 
Studies on the shelves of the ANAMED 
Library, such as the works of Steven 
Runciman, Henry and Eunice Maguire, 
and Slobodan Ćurčić.

During the 53rd Library Week, 
a commemorative conference, titled 
“From Trebizond to Limni: Remembe-
ring the Trails and Traces of Bryer," was 
co-organized by ANAMED, the Suna 
Kıraç Library, GABAM, and the British 
Institute at Ankara. Coinciding with the 
event, a special selection of books and 
journals from his collection, as well as 
his ephemera, was exhibited in  
the library.

Also as part of Library Week, 
librarians and Information Management 
students visited the ANAMED and NIT 
Libraries as part of BiblioPera’s Beyoğlu 
Libraries Tour.

Finally, the ANAMED and NIT  
Libraries started a new, joint  
membership system. 

Users can now apply for membership 
online in order to use both of the 
libraries.

In his book The Archaeology of Lydia 
from Gyges to Alexander (2009),  
Christopher H. Roosevelt, ANAMED 
Director, Associate Professor at ARHA and 
Co-Director of Gygaia Projects, weds the 
archaeological findings from Sardis, the 
ancient capital of Lydia, with results of 
his systematic regional survey in wider 
Lydia to present a diachronic and more 
holistic view of Lydian society from the 
7th to the 4th centuries BCE. Roosevelt’s 
combination of various research 
methods including regional survey, 

INTERVIEW NEWS

ANAMED Director Chris Roosevelt’s 
book The Archaeology of Lydia, 
from Gyges to Alexander (2009)  
is now available in Turkish!

environmental studies, investigations of 
archaeological finds at excavated sites 
and in local museums, and historical 
texts reveals continuities and changes in 
settlement patterns and burial practices 
throughout Lydia and how the Lydians 
took advantage of their environment 
for subsistence, resource control, and 
building edifices. Roosevelt’s book has 
just been translated into Turkish and 
published by Koç University Press with 
the title Gyges'ten Büyük İskender'e Lydia 
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Interview with former 
fellows Gülhan Erkaya 
Balsoy and Başak Tuğ on 
their recent publications

Dr Gülhan Erkaya Balsoy (Associate  
Professor) and Dr Başak Tuğ (Assistant 
Professor) are two scholars who have 
made important contributions in the 
field of gender in Ottoman history, but 
they were also ANAMED Junior Fellows 
during the 2006–2007 academic year. 
Today, Balsoy and Tuğ are both faculty 
members at Bilgi University’s Depart-
ment of History, and their respective  
PhD theses, which were in part written  
at ANAMED, have recently been  
turned into prominent books. Balsoy’s 
book The Politics of Reproduction in  
Ottoman Society, 1838–1900 was pub-
lished by Pickering & Chattoo in 2013, 
later translated into Turkish under the 
title Kahraman Doktor İhtiyar Acuzeye 
Karşı: Geç Osmanlı Doğum Politikaları 
(The Heroic Doctor versus the Old 
Crone: Late Ottoman Birth Policies), and 
published by Can Publishing House in 
2015. One of the best and most heart-
warming developments of last year 
was that the book received the Yunus 
Nadi Social Sciences and Research 
Prize. Tuğ’s book, Politics of Honor in 
Ottoman Anatolia: Sexual Violence and 
Socio-Legal Surveillance in the Eight-
eenth Century is hot off the presses. 
It was printed by Brill, and has already 
become one of the most important 
resources for examining 18th century 
history, which is not particularly well 
known, especially from the perspective 
of gender.

We talked with Balsoy and Tuğ 
about their work, their fellowship year 
at ANAMED, and the developments that 
took place since that time in the field 
of Ottoman gender history in Turkey.

NEWS

Başak Tuğ: "In practice, women most frequently use the 
local "kadı" (Muslim judge) courts. Legal rules are nothing, 
but you need to master the phase concerning how you 
will play with those rules, how you will use them. Women 
manage to show this mastery. What is more, which is quite 
interesting, they show it better because they are power-
less. They end up having to act wiser so that they can 
execute all those maneuvers, because they already have 
next to nothing to lose."

Gülhan Erkaya Balsoy: "Using the concept of gender as a 
tool of analysis reminds us that we cannot really wall up 
and separate centuries. Hence the materials are different, 
the issues that we can dig up are a bit different, but gender 
is a strong concept which reminds one of continuity itself. 
It also makes it possible to question state-controlled un-
derstandings of history as well. In that sense, perhaps our 
biggest advantage comes from the method that we use."

Interview by: 
Özge Ertem, ANAMED Editor and Publications Coordinator

You can read the whole interview on ANAMED Blog: 

anamedblog.tumblr.com
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