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As the eventful summer of 2016 came to 
an end, the ANAMED community moved 
forward to welcome its newest group of PhD 
students, post-docs, and senior scholars. 
This year’s group represents the full range of 
approaches, periods, and geographies we are 
most concerned with at ANAMED. I encour-
age our extended community to explore 
their projects on our research webpage:  
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/current-fellows.

In addition to new fellows, we have 
recently welcomed new members to the 
ANAMED team: Dr. Özge Ertem (PhD, Euro-
pean University Institute (EUI) in Florence, 
and former ANAMED Head Librarian) has 
returned wearing the new hat of “Editor” and 
now coordinates ANAMED’s publications;  
Dr. Zeynep Türkyılmaz (PhD, UCLA, and 
former faculty of Dartmouth College) joins 
us as “Program Coordinator” to coordinate all 
fellowship and summer programs and help 
form more collaborative research linkages 
between ANAMED and Koç University’s other 
faculty and facilities; Duygu Tarkan (MA, 
İstanbul University), a ceramicist and veteran 
of the Çatalhöyük Research Project, is our 
new “Fellowship and Administrative Coordi-
nator;” and Naz Özkan (BA, Boğaziçi Univer-
sity), a Byzantinist MA student, and İrem Ünal 
(BA, Istanbul University), a library sciences 
MA student, join us as Assistant Librarians in 
the ANAMED and NIT libraries, respectively. 
Each of these new team members has their 
own research and publishing agendas and 
thus add to the more permanent research 
profile of ANAMED.

As part of ongoing efforts to enhance 
ANAMED’s research capacities, a new deve-
lopment to begin with the 2017–2018 fel-
lowship year is the introduction of highligh-
ted or preferred research themes into our 
regular fellowship program. Applicants will 
be encouraged (yet not required) to apply 
under one or more of four research themes 
to help focus ANAMED-supported research 
in specific directions. Additionally, we will 
be adding support for short-term research 
projects for individuals and groups and 
encouraging collaborative opportunities with 
Koç University faculty, centers, and facilities. 
Look for the details of these updates on our 
fellowships webpage:  
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/fellowships-1.

From the Director...
Alongside new arrivals and future 

program modifications, our recent past 
is worthy of note, as well. This summer 
at ANAMED was an extra exciting one...
and for positive reasons, too, as you will 
read in the following pages. The summer 
began with the successful realization 
of the Fourth International Sevgi Gönül 
Byzantine Studies Symposium at ANAMED, 
together with an exhibit and scholarly 
volume both titled Byzantium’s Other 
Empire: Trebizond. The event, exhibit, and 
associated publications could not have 
been achieved without the support of the 
Vehbi Koç Foundation and Koç Univer-
sity-Stavros Niarchos Foundation, Center 
for Late Antique and Byzantine Studies, 
nor without the significant organizational 
talents of ANAMED Manager Dr. Buket 
Coşkuner, together with Project and 
Event Coordinators Şeyda Çetin and Esra 
Satıcı. Following the symposium, we held 
three summer school programs including 
Istanbul through the Ages, Ottoman and 
Turkish, and Hittite and Akkadian. All prog-
rams were carried off successfully despite 
sometimes challenging circumstances. 
Upcoming events include a new gallery 
exhibit on The Istanbul Land Walls, and 
the official launch of the award-winning 
research-library project called BiblioPera, 
overseen at ANAMED by K. Mehmet Kentel, 
both of which you can read more about in 
the following pages.

The keen-eyed among our readers 
will notice yet another new addition 
above: a logo specific to ANAMED. The 
new logo designed by Bülent Erkmen is an 
abstraction of one of the four-spiral silver 
pins from the “royal” tomb at Arslantepe 
adapted with permission from Prof. Mar-
cella Frangipane, the director of the site. 
We chose it both for its deep Anatolian 
significance to ANAMED and for its si-
multaneous reference to the spiral “ram’s 
horn” logo of the university. We hope 
you will agree that it is a fitting symbol 
to represent both ANAMED’s institutional 
affiliation and its mission to explore, un-
derstand, and present Anatolia’s past.

Chris Roosevelt
ANAMED Director

SYMPOSIUM

Fourth International 
Sevgi Gönül Byzantine 
Studies Symposium
Byzantine Identity and the 
Other in Geographical and 
Ethnic Imagination
23–25 June 2016

Organized triennially with support 
from the Vehbi Koç Foundation, the 
symposium hosted 32 Byzantinists 
from various countries. In line with 
the theme of this year, the Fourth 
International Sevgi Gönül Byzantine 
Studies Symposium questioned 
in written, artistic, and material 
evidence the complex relation-
ship between geography, ethnicity, 
and other factors contributing to 
the formation of the image of the 
other, and explored how Byzantines 
talked about themselves while 
talking about others. For the first 
time this year, the symposium had a 
poster presentation session. Gradu-
ate students from Turkish univer-
sities specializing on Byzantine 
studies were given the opportunity 
to present their research under the 
same roof with the symposium.

https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/current-fellows
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/fellowships-1
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NEW STAFF

ZEYNEP TÜRKYILMAZ
I am an Ottoman historian specializing 
on identity formation, proselytization, 
and conversion among religiously non-
conforming communities in the long 
nineteenth century of the empire. As 
Program Coordinator, I hope to contribute 
to the ANAMED community, by promoting 
our research profile, facilitating fellow 
research experiences, and also continu-
ing with my own research. 

ÖZGE ERTEM
I am delighted to return to ANAMED 
as Editor after having spent several 
memorable years here, first as a junior 
fellow (2011–2012), then as Head Librar-
ian (2013–2015). My work explores the 
cultural history of famine and hunger 
in the late nineteenth century, focusing 
on the perspective of locals, missionary 
and foreign networks, and communal 
relations in Ottoman Anatolia during 
the 1870s. I completed some part of 
this work years ago during time spent in 
the ANAMED library and Fellows’ Study 
Room. The library, terrace, and every floor 
of the building are familiar to me, full of 
familiar faces. Now, as part of the team, I 
am looking forward to taking active part 
in the production of new, exciting books 
published by ANAMED, which has  
already published significant works in  
the fields covered by its mission. I hope 
to announce them with pleasure in up-
coming newsletters.

DUYGU TARKAN
I’m an archaeologist specializing in Neo-
lithic pottery and its social context. My 
recent research investigates the selection 
and use of various clay sources within 
the context of Neolithic pottery from the 
Çatalhöyük East Mound. Furthermore, 
I am interested in the environmental 
changes that occurred at Çatalhöyük dur-
ing its 1400 years of Neolithic occupa-
tion and how society responded to them 
with changes in pottery production and 
use. I am very happy to join the ANAMED 
crew as the Fellowship and Administra-
tive Coordinator.  I’m sure this impressive 
research atmosphere will contribute a lot 
to me and to my studies.

 

NAZ ÖZKAN
I remember the times when I was an ex-
ternal user of the ANAMED Library, when 
I was dealing with copy machines, pas-
sionately leafing through books, studying 
hard, and taking notes. If someone told 
me then that I would someday work there 
as a librarian, I would have been too 
bewildered to believe it… Not long ago, I 
started working at the library  with all my 
excitement, with no sense of alienation, 
feeling as if I have belonged for a long 
time. I graduated from the Department of 
History at Boğaziçi University and have 
been involved in various excavations. I 
have been studying for my master’s de-
gree in the same department with a focus 
on Byzantine history. Having worked as an 
assistant for 2.5 years in the Department 
of History, I strongly believe that I will 
contribute a lot to the ANAMED Library as 
well as gain experience as a librarian.

İREM ÜNAL
I am a graduate of the Department of 
Information Management at Marmara 
University. I am continuing MA studies in 
the same department, but now at Istan-
bul University. During my undergraduate 
years, my goal was to have a dynamic 
profession that I would love, from which 
I would constantly learn something 
and never tire. I’m quite happy to have 
accomplished my goal, and here in AN-
AMED, as a branch librarian of the  
NIT Library, I believe I can accomplish 
even more. An ideal goal I am proud to 
set for myself while starting at ANAMED 
is “to be known as a good librarian, but 
at the same time, and even before that, 
to be known as a good person.” I hope 
my ideal comes true.

FELLOWS

2016–2017 ANAMED 
fellows began the  
academic year

In their orientation week, the new 
fellows visited Koç University’s 
main campus under the guidance 
of International Community Office 
Coordinator Mert Şanıvar after they 
attended a Beyoğlu tour led by 
ANAMED Head Librarian K. Mehmet 
Kentel. A Welcome Reception was 
held at the Merkez Han with the at-
tendance of Koç University Presi-
dent Prof. Dr. Umran Savaş İnan and 
faculty members. 
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Talking Heavy: 
Site Conservation, Documentation & Presentation  
of Heavy Heritage in the Mediterranean Basin
29–30 September 2016 – ANAMED Auditorium

The ANAMED Library has been very active 
so far in 2016. While efforts to improve 
library services have continued as usual, 
we spent a considerable amount of time 
developing BiblioPera, which brings 9 
research centers in Beyoğlu together. 
The website, www.bibliopera.org, which 
we introduced in its Beta version in late 
August, brought the project team the 
first prize at the Most Successful Koç 
Employees awards under the category of 
“Developing Cooperation.” Our project 
team received the award at the cer-
emony held on 8 September 2016 in the 
Rahmi M. Koç Museum. 

The ANAMED Library has also hos-
ted several important events throughout 
the year. During Library Week Harvard 
University Library Emeritus Director and 
renowned historian Robert Darnton, gave 
a presentation titled “Digitize & Democ-
ratize: Books, Libraries, and the Digital 
Future,” organized with the partnership 
of Koç University Press. 

Another important librarian we had 
the opportunity to hear on a similar topic 
was Bruno Racine, the director of the 
French National Library, whom we hosted 
in ANAMED with the partnership of IFEA. 

As part of a new talk series titled 

ANAMED Library Collection Talks, anthro-
pologist Kimberly Hart from SUNY Buffalo 
University gave a presentation on the Jo-
sephine Powell Special Collection, while 
renowned experts of Byzantine art Eunice 
D. and Henry Maguire talked about how 
they brought together the collection they 
donated to the ANAMED Library.

Lastly, the library team is now 
finally complete with thanks to the addi-
tion of ANAMED and NIT Branch Librari-
ans, Naz Özkan and İrem Ünal. With the 
energy they are bringing to the library, 
we can foresee that the coming months 
will be even more active and productive!

The Library's latest

NEWS

WORKSHOP

ANAMED organized the “Talking Heavy” 
workshop between 29–30 September in 
association with the British Museum Con-
servation Department and International 
Training Programme. The two-day work-
shop brought colleagues together in order 
to share experiences and exchange ideas 
to create future collaborations between 
the countries of the Mediterranean basin, 
which hold a vast number of important 
archaeological and historical sites consist-
ing of both movable and immovable heavy 
heritage. The workshop attracted great 
interest, and a wide range of participants 
– including conservators, archaeologists, 
conservation architects, engineers, con-
servation scientists, heritage consultants, 
and site managers working in the Mediter-
ranean region – discussed theme-based 
case studies from different countries and 
shared the successes and challenges of 
their latest practices.

http://www.bibliopera.org


SUMMER PROGRAMS

Ancient Languages 
of Anatolia – Hittite 
and Akkadian 
15 August – 1 September

ANAMED's latest  
language program!
The program for Ancient Languages of 
Anatolia, offering a comprehensive intro-
duction to the cuneiform writing system 
and Hittite and Akkadian languages, 
hosted its first group this summer. Five 
students from Turkey, the United States, 
and Argentina completed three weeks 
of intensive language study under the 
instruction of Selim Ferruh Adalı from 
Ankara Sosyal Bilimler University, and 
İlgi Gerçek from Bilkent University. Over 
the course of three weeks the students 
not only gained proficiency in Hittite and 
Akkadian, two of the earliest languages 
preserved in texts shedding light on 
Anatolia’s history, but also attended two 
lectures by Dr. Eva von Dassow of Min-
nesota University on deciphered tablets 
in these languages.

Students also visited the Istanbul 
Archaeological Museums’ Cuneiform 
Tablet Archives and had the unique op-
portunity to examine original tablets. The 
attendees completed the program with a 
workshop where they learned to inscribe 
cuneiform on clay tablets themselves.

Istanbul  
Through the Ages 
11–29 June

The Istanbul program  
is in its sixth year!
Entering its sixth year, the Istanbul 
Summer Program continued to provide 
graduate students in the fields of history, 
art history, and archeology a unique 
opportunity to spend three weeks with 
coursework immersed in the city and its 
history. The program investigated the 
history of the city diachronically starting 
from the first archaeological traces of 
settlement in the Neolithic period and 
stretching to the end of the Second 
World War in Republican Turkey. Each 
of these epochs was discussed by a Koç 
University faculty member specializing in 
the subject from the departments of Ar-
chaeology and History of Art and History. 
In addition to these lectures, students 
visited museums and cultural heritage 
sites in groups and had many chances to 
experience the city on their own.

Ottoman Summer 
Program 
11 July – 19 August

ANAMED continued  
to offer its Ottoman  
Summer Program!
This year the Ottoman Summer Program 
continued with the participation of 
10 PhD students from universities in 
Turkey and abroad. Instructors Ali Emre 
Özyıldırım from Yıldız Technical Univer-
sity, Hatice Aynur from Şehir University, 
and Hakan Karateke from the University 
of Chicago offered intermediate and 
advanced Ottoman language courses. 
In addition, Gheis Ebadi and Muham-
met Günaydın taught Persian and Arabic 
language classes. During the program, 
Christiane Gruber from the University 
of Michigan and Nicole N. Kançal-Fer-
rari from İstanbul Şehir University gave 
lectures on Ottoman society, art, and 
history. Students also had a chance to 
practice their newly acquired language 
skills and to conduct research at the 
Prime Ministry Ottoman Archives and 
Beyazıt Rare Books Library.

4 ANAMED 
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Urban planner Dr. Ayşe Ege Yıldırım, a 
J.M. Kaplan Senior Fellow for Archaeo-
logical Site Management at ANAMED in 
Fall 2013, whose research project was to 
prepare “The Cultural Heritage Manage-
ment Plan for Mudurnu,” continues to 
work with local stakeholders on Mu-
durnu’s cultural heritage management 
(see www.mudurnualanyonetimi.org). 
Recent significant outcomes of this work 
include an exhibition and book both ti-
tled “Eyewitness from Anatolia: Mudurnu 
in the Early Republican Period through 
the Lens of Bengüboz.” The primary 
partner for the project was Koç Univer-
sity’s Vehbi Koç Ankara Studies Research 
Center (VEKAM) with the support of the 
Mudurnu Municipality, the Mudurnu Dis-
trict Governorship’s People’s Education 
Center, the Association of Mudurnu Citi-
zens in Bolu, the Bolu Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, Mimar Sinan Fine 
Arts University (MSFAU), the Çankaya 
Municipality, and the Turkish National 
Commission for UNESCO.

Ahmet İzzet Bengüboz was a 
Mudurnu countryman who learned the 
art and technique of photography in a 
British camp where he was held as a 
prisoner during the First World War. He 
applied his newfound art upon returning 
home, producing a valuable record of the 
town’s social life in that era. About 100 
years later, thanks to the exhibition, this 
special collection of photography of high 
historical and artistic merit was once 
again presented to its enthusiasts. 

‘The Historic Guild Town of Mudur-
nu’ is also one of the sites on Turkey’s 
UNESCO World Heritage Tentative List. 
Curated by Yıldırım, the exhibition, which 
was also programmed as a side event of 
the UNESCO World Heritage Committee’s 
fortieth session held in the İstanbul 
Congress Center, first opened in April 
2016 at the Center for Contemporary Art 
in Ankara, followed by a second opening 
in July 2016, at the MSFAU Tophane-i 
Amire Culture and Arts Center in İstanbul.  

The namesake book of the exhibition, edited by Yıldırım,  
was published by Koç University’s VEKAM. In addition,  
the photography collection can be accessed digitally at: 
www.mudurnukentarsivi.org

See also these links at:

Mudurnu Site Management:  
http://www.mudurnualanyonetimi.org/anadoludan-bir-tanik-
bengubozun-objektifinden-mudurnuda-erken-cumhuriyet-
donemi-sergisi-istanbulda-acildi/

VEKAM:   
https://vekam.ku.edu.tr/tr/content/anadoludan-bir-tanik-
bengubozun-objektifinden-erken-cumhuriyet-doneminde-
mudurnu-istanbul

Former ANAMED Kaplan 
Fellow Ege Yıldırım’s 
research outcomes: 

The ‘Bengüboz’ 
Project

BengübozAnadolu’dan Bir Tanık: 
Bengüboz’un Objektifinden Mudurnu’da Erken 

Cumhuriyet Dönemi  Eyewitness from Anatolia: 

Mudurnu in the Early Republican Era 
Through the Lens of BengübozANKARA 19-30 NİSAN/APRIL 2016 

ÇANKAYA BELEDİYESİ ÇAĞDAŞ SANATLAR MERKEZİ

Kennedy Cad. No. 4 KavaklıdereİSTANBUL12-30 TEMMUZ/JULY 2016

MSGSÜ TOPHANE-İ AMİRE KÜLTÜR VE SANAT MERKEZİ

[TEK KUBBE SALONU]
Boğazkesen Cad. Defterdar Yokuşu No. 2 Tophane

www.vekam.org.tr

Koç Üniversitesi VEKAM
Vehbi Koç Ankara Araştırmaları
Uygulama ve Araştırma Merkezi

MUDURNU BELEDİYESİ
MUDURNU KAYMAKAMLIĞI

MUDURNU KÜLTÜREL MİRAS ALAN YÖNETİMİ

http://www.mudurnualanyonetimi.org
http://www.mudurnukentarsivi.org
http://www.mudurnualanyonetimi.org/anadoludan-bir-tanik-bengubozun-objektifinden-mudurnuda-erken-cumhuriyet-donemi-sergisi-istanbulda-acildi/
http://www.mudurnualanyonetimi.org/anadoludan-bir-tanik-bengubozun-objektifinden-mudurnuda-erken-cumhuriyet-donemi-sergisi-istanbulda-acildi/
http://www.mudurnualanyonetimi.org/anadoludan-bir-tanik-bengubozun-objektifinden-mudurnuda-erken-cumhuriyet-donemi-sergisi-istanbulda-acildi/
https://vekam.ku.edu.tr/tr/content/anadoludan-bir-tanik-bengubozun-objektifinden-erken-cumhuriyet-doneminde-mudurnu-istanbul
https://vekam.ku.edu.tr/tr/content/anadoludan-bir-tanik-bengubozun-objektifinden-erken-cumhuriyet-doneminde-mudurnu-istanbul
https://vekam.ku.edu.tr/tr/content/anadoludan-bir-tanik-bengubozun-objektifinden-erken-cumhuriyet-doneminde-mudurnu-istanbul


6 A N A M E D 

EXHIBITIONS

Scent & the City 
14 April – 8 June 2016 
Curator: Lauren Nicole Davis, PhD 
candidate and teaching assistant in the 
Department of Archaeology and History of 
Art, Koç University

Faculty Advisor: Lucienne Thys-Şenocak, 
Department of Archaeology and History of 
Art, Koç University

Exhibition Design: Işıl Ünal, Cem Kozar, 
PATTU Mimarlık

The “Scent and the City” exhibition 
invited visitors to discover a world of 
smells from the rituals and traditions of 
different cultures, focusing on scents 
that were prominent in Anatolia from 
antiquity to today as well as those of sig-
nificance in Istanbul since the Byzantine 
era. More than 50 scents were exhib-
ited between 14 April – 8 June at the 
ANAMED Gallery, including historically 
significant scents such as saffron, frank-
incense, and agarwood, and modern-day 
scents such as cologne, linden trees, and 
burning coal. The exhibition became 
ANAMED’s most visited show, where 
local and exotic scents used through-
out history could be experienced with 
olfactory-stimulating mechanics specifi-
cally developed for the project.

Organized in collaboration with the  
Courtauld Institute of Art within the frame-
work of the Fourth International Sevgi 
Gönül Byzantine Studies Symposium, the 
exhibition introduced the extraordinary 
monuments of the now largely forgotten 
empire of Trebizond, whose capital was in 
the city of Trabzon. It focused particularly 

Byzantium’s Other Empire: Trebizond 
24 June – 30 September 2016 
Curator: Antony Eastmond, Dean of the Courtauld Institute, University of London

Design: Ayşe Karamustafa

on the 13th-century church of Hagia 
Sophia in Trabzon, Turkey, the best pre-
served monument in the city, famed for 
its unusual architecture, unique sculptural 
decoration, and extraordinary Byzantine 
wall paintings. The exhibition was ac-
companied by a scholarly book entitled 
Byzantium’s Other Empire: Trebizond.
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On the Fringe
The Istanbul  
Land Walls
19 October 2016 –  
2 January 2017 
Curator: Figen Kıvılcım Çorakbaş 
(ANAMED Fellow, 2013–2014) Assoc. 
Professor, Anadolu University Faculty  
of Architecture

Exhibition Design: Yeşim Demir Proehl,  
Demir Danışmanlık ve Tasarım

Curated by ANAMED’s 2013–2014 
fellow, Figen Kıvılcım Çorakbaş, the 
new exhibition “ON THE FRINGE, The 
Istanbul Land Walls” was opened on 
19 October. The Land Walls of Istanbul, 
also called the Theodosian Walls  
were built in the beginning of the  
5th century CE and constitute one of 
the most important monuments to 
shape the character of the historic city 
of Istanbul. Listed as a World Heritage 
Site by UNESCO, the land walls and the 
area surrounding them encapsulate 
a multi-layered cultural landscape 
that bear the traces of various events, 
situations, and people throughout the 
1600-year-long history of the city. The 
exhibition examines these traces of 
different historical periods on the walls, 
discussing the relationship of the walls 
to the water system and green spaces 
in the city, to spiritual and religious 
stories associated with the walls, to 
stories of the people who have lived 
and are living around the walls, and to 
the recollections of the residents and 
travellers who have visited them.

Yusuf Franco Bey's 
album of political 
cartoons  
January – May 2017
Curator: Bahattin Öztuncay

Project Consultant: K. Mehmet Kentel

Yusuf Franco Bey, who served 
as a statesman in various offices 
including the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in the late 19th-early  
20th century Ottoman Empire,  
was known for the political car-
toons he himself drew back then. 
His album and thus his cartoons, 
which reflect his wit and irony re-
garding people and events, will be 
displayed for the first time in this 
exhibition. A book with the same 
title will be published simultane-
ously by the Vehbi Koç Foundation.

UPCOMING 
EXHIBITION: 
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ANAMED published five books in June 2016, including three new volumes and two reprints.  
In addition to English and Turkish editions of Byzantium’s Other Empire: Trebizond, the 
proceedings of the Third International Sevgi Gönül Byzantine Studies Symposium (SGBSS), 
Trade in Byzantium, were newly published. Also, ANAMED reprinted the proceedings of  
the 1st and 2nd SGBSS from 2007 and 2010.

ANAMED's new 2016 publications

mailto:anamed_info%40ku.edu.tr?subject=
http://anamed.ku.edu.tr
https://www.facebook.com/Anamed.kocuni
https://www.instagram.com/kocuni_anamed/
https://twitter.com/kocuni_ANAMED
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4IyXD_2Yec8pWGRSIc34fw
https://www.instagram.com/kocuni_anamed/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4IyXD_2Yec8pWGRSIc34fw
https://www.facebook.com/Anamed.kocuni
https://twitter.com/kocuni_ANAMED
http://suzanaral.com

