KO Ç U N I V E R SI T Y

RESEARCH CENTER FOR ANATOLIAN CIVILIZATIONS

ISSUE 1
FALL 2015

Note from
the Director
As we begin the 2015–2016 fellowship
and academic year, I am very pleased to
introduce this first “regular” newsletter
of the Research Center for Anatolian
Civilizations (RCAC). After a “10-year”
special issue, which began the series
this past June, we aim to circulate brief
RCAC Newsletters three times a year,
with updates on research activities,
academic programs, public events and
exhibitions, and center news. This issue
features the arrival and orientation
of the 2015–2016 RCAC Fellows, with
a tour of historical Beyoğlu guided by
Senior Fellow Prof. Paolo Girardelli; a
new İstanbul Development Agencysupported project to integrate the
many research-center libraries in
Beyoğlu digitally for the purposes of
fostering research and collaboration,
a project to be implemented in large
part by the new Head Librarian of the
RCAC Library, Mehmet Kentel; a recap
of 2015’s successful summer programs
(from İstanbul to Cappadocia); and
announcements of our most recent
exhibitions and publications.
I am equally pleased to introduce
myself to the RCAC community, a
vibrant and inspiring, scholarly

NEWS
2015–16 RCAC fellows have
started the academic year
In their orientation week,
new fellows for the 20152016 academic year visited
community of which I am now humbled
to be a part. Having followed the
establishment and activities of the
RCAC from afar over its first 10 years,
I am energized for the challenge of
furthering its important contributions
to promoting the study of Anatolian
civilizations over the longue durée. In
so doing, I hope to grow and refine the
RCAC’s numerous activities, including
its fellowship program’s research
opportunities, summer-program
offerings, collaborative partnerships
within and outside Turkey, and rich
docket of exhibitions and publications.
I hope you will join me and the entire
RCAC staff in welcoming in the new
research year. We look forward to
hearing from you and to sharing our
latest news again in a few months!

Koç University’s main campus
following the Beyoğlu tour
led by Prof. Paolo Girardelli.

Chris Roosevelt
Director, RCAC

BEYOĞLU LIBRARIES PROJECT
The “Platform for Beyoğlu Research Centers and Library
Joint Catalogue” project of Koç University’s Suna
Kıraç Library qualified for the support of the Istanbul
Development Agency’s Innovative Istanbul Financial
Assistance Program. For the project the Suna Kıraç
Library will partner with the Istanbul Research
Institute as well as Salt Research, the Deutsches
Archäologisches Institut-İstanbul, Netherlands Institute
in Turkey, Institut Français d’Études Anatoliennes, and
Orient-Institut Istanbul to integrate local research
libraries. The project will be implemented at the RCAC

Library, one of the Suna Kıraç Library’s branches, and
aims to grant Beyoğlu a new research identity.
Initiated as a suggestion of former RCAC fellows,
the platform will bring together the multilingual
collections of participating libraries and research
centers to create a shared virtual space for librarians
and researchers to exchange ideas and develop new
partnerships. This, in turn, will transform Beyoğlu into
an international research center, reinforcing Istanbul’s
already valued status for researchers.
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S UM ME R P rogramS

JOURNEYS
ACROSS
ISTANBUL,
BYZANTINE
& OTTOMAN,
WITH RCAC
SUMMER
PROGRAMS
RCAC Summer Programs once again
brought together aficionados of art,
art history, and archaeology with
expert names last summer.
The Cappadocia in Context
program offered a chance to
learn about Byzantine and PostByzantine Cappadocia, while the
Istanbul Through The Ages program
provided an extensive chronological view of Istanbul from prehistory to present. The Summer
Program for Ottoman and
Turkish was held for the first time,
welcoming students to learn Ottoman Palaeography, as well
as Turkish and Persian.

Ottoman & Turkish Summer Program July 1 – August 13
A first for the RCAC: Ottoman in summer
In its first year the Ottoman Summer
Program welcomed 16 PhD students to
learn Ottoman Paleography. Ali Emre
Özyıldırım (Yıldız Technical University),
Hatice Aynur (Şehir University), and Hakan Karateke (University of Chicago) taught intermediate and advanced-level
Ottoman, while Gheis Ebadi and Fulya
Doğru gave Persian and Turkish lessons.
In addition to the lessons, students
had the opportunity to hear academic
presentations from Aslı Niyazioğlu,
Günhan Börekçi, Sooyong Kim, Emrah
Sefa Gürkan, Kahraman Şakul, and Seyfi
Kenan about different aspects of the

Ottoman period. Students also had the
chance to attend field trips to archives
and libraries such as the Ottoman Archives of the Prime Minister’s Office, the
Turkish Religious Foundation Centre for
Islamic Studies (ISAM), the Süleymaniye, Beyazıt, and Selim Ağa libraries, and
the Research Centre for Islamic History,
Art and Culture (IRCICA), where they
learned about research procedures
and collections. Student feedback has
already confirmed that students gained
enough knowledge and confidence
from the program to be able to work in
Ottoman archives and libraries.

NE W S

A familiar face at the RCAC Library
A warm greetings to the RCAC family,
which I already feel part of. After
spending nine months as a junior
fellow at the RCAC, I have very recently
started working as the Head Librarian
of the RCAC Library. I am a graduate of
the Political Science - International
Relations and History Departments
of Boğaziçi University, and I hold a
Master’s degree from the University
of Oxford, History Faculty. Since 2012,

2

RCAC

I have been pursuing my PhD degree
at the University of Washington’s Near
and Middle Eastern Studies Program.
At the RCAC Library, I am hoping to
continue the efforts of Özge Ertem
in making the Library a place where
knowledge is not only consumed,
but also produced.
K. Mehmet Kentel
Head Librarian, RCAC Library

SU MMER P rogramS

Cappadocia in Context
June 11 – 26
The best way to welcome
summer: Immerse yourself
in Cappadocia

Istanbul Through the Ages June 29 – July 22
The Istanbul program continues to amaze
its students in its fifth year
In its fifth year the Istanbul program
continued to investigate the urban
history, development, archaeology, and
monumental topography of the city of
Istanbul. The chronological coverage
of the course was extensive, stretching
from the Neolithic period and the first
archaeological traces of settlement
in the area to the 20th century, and
included the urban planning of Istanbul
during the Turkish Republican and
post-World War II period. The program
offered several modules, each of which
was taught by Koç University professors

from the Archaeology and History of
Art and History Departments. Every
module included in-class lectures
and related study trips to museums,
monuments, and sites. Overall, the
course provided history, art history,
and archaeology graduate students
a unique opportunity to deepen their
understanding and knowledge of
Istanbul, to enrich their academic
curricula, and to have an exceptional
experience being exposed to lectures
of high expertise in combination with
intense study trips.

The fifth annual Cappadocia in Context
program welcomed a dozen graduate
students from Turkey, Greece, the UK,
the US, Australia, Hungary, Russia, and
Georgia for 15 days of hiking, exploration, research, and seminars on the art,
architecture, settlements, and history
of Byzantine Cappadocia. This year’s
program leaders Robert Ousterhout
(University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia) and Tolga Uyar (Athens Academy)
were joined by Dr. Ivan Drpic, (University of Washington, Seattle), who gave
two seminars on inscriptions and epigrams, and Prof. Scott Redford (SOAS,
London), who lectured on the arrival of
the Seljuks. The program introduces a
fascinating region, unfamiliar to most
scholars, with a density of surviving artworks and material culture that allows
for a detailed examination of life and
death in the Byzantine Empire. As in the
past, the participants were guests at
the historic Gül Konakları in Mustafapaşa, with scholarships provided by
Koç University, the Koç University
Stavros Niarchos Center for Late
Antique and Byzantine Studies, and
private benefactors from the US
and Turkey.
The Cappadocia program will take a
one-year break next year, to continue
in the summer of 2017.
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V IRTUAL E x hi bition

The Camera Ottomana exhibition
awaits online visitors at its
permanent home:
www.cameraottomana.com
The microsite of the RCAC’s latest exhibition “Camera Ottomana:
Photography and Modernity in the Ottoman Empire, 1840-1914”
will be live permanently. The site consists of albums and
archival materials mainly from the Ömer M. Koç Collection.
The www.cameraottomana.com site will serve as a permanent
source for those who want to benefit from the selected works
in the exhibition that ended on 19 August.

E xhi b ition

The RCAC follows
John Garstang’s footsteps
with an exhibition and
a catalogue
John Garstang’s Footsteps
Across Anatolia
17 Sept – 10 Dec 2015
Curator: Alan M. Greaves
Design: Burçak Madran, Tetrazon
The exhibition aims to highlight the international contributions of John Garstang
towards the study of archaeology in Turkey and the Near East. Garstang’s photos
from his survey of Anatolia and North
Syria in 1907 established for the first
time the full extent of the ancient Hittite
Empire. The images he captured during
that survey form the basis of this exhibition. Organized in collaboration with the
University of Liverpool, the exhibition
consists of photos and archival materials
from the Garstang Museum of Archaeology and British Institute of Archaeology
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at Ankara (BIAA). Most of the digital materials from the University of Liverpool
archive are on display at the exhibition
for the first time in over a century.

Exhibition Catalogue:
John Garstang’s Footsteps Across Anatolia
Editor: Alan M. Greaves
Author(s): Alan M. Greaves, Françoise
Rutland, Phil Freeman, Bob Miller, Bülent
Genç, Nilgün Öz, J.R. Peterson, Katie Waring
Translator: Yiğit Adam
Languages: Turkish and English
Pages: 240
1st Edition
ISBN: 9789759780272

The result of over five years of research
by the University of Liverpool, this book
presents a series of short discursive articles about Garstang’s work in Turkey and
the Near East, and a catalogue of newly
digitized glass-plate negatives from his
1907 journey across Anatolia. Garstang’s
photographs are an irreplaceable record
of the archaeological
sites, landscapes, and
peoples of Turkey
and north Syria in
the period of the
late Ottoman Empire.

