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It is with a combination of excitement and cautious realism 
that we fi nd ourselves returning to in-person programs for 
the fall 2021 semester at ANAMED. Having completed more 
than one academic year of online programs and working from 
home productively in all our areas of activity, we eagerly await 
the establishment of this new normal. At the same time, we 
remain confi dent in our ability to carry on ANAMED’s mission 
remotely if necessary. This confi dence stems from a track 
record built on some of the items appearing in this latest 
newsletter, made possible as always by ANAMED’s dedicated 
team and growing community of affi  liates and alums.

Regularly scheduled lectures and conversations in the 
“ANAMED Talks” and “ANAMED Library Talks” series continued 
unbroken through the second term of the academic year, as 
did new episodes of the ANAMED Library’s “Burada Konuşmak 
Serbest” podcast (“Speaking Here is Allowed”). One-off  thematic   
offerings included an online panel discussion about a 
documentary focusing on the Neolithic of Turkey (“Anado-
lu’nun Kadim Hikâyesi”/“The Ancient Story of Anatolia”), a 
library seminar on manuscript preservation, and several library 
programs jointly organized with KU’s other research centers 
(focusing on travelogues) and the Suna Kıraç Library 
(participating in International Preservation Week and 
International Archives Week activities). Our fi rst forays into 
multi-day online symposia included “WANAT: Western Anatolia 
in the Second Millennium BCE: Recent Developments and 
Future Prospects” (co-organized with faculty from Charles 
University, Prague, and Tübingen University) and “Winds of 
Change: Environment and Society in Anatolia,” the 15th 
International ANAMED Annual Symposium (IAAS) (co-organized 
with faculty from Princeton University). Together, these 
symposia attracted the attention of more than 1300 people 
from at least 15 countries, encouraging continued exploration 
of options for hybrid in-person/online events beyond the 
pandemic.

Publication work continued the brisk pace of the first half of 
the year with the Turkish version of the 13th IAAS proceedings, 
Bizans, Selçuklu ve Osmanlı Topraklarında Kültürel Üretim Aracı 
Olarak Sırlı Kaplar, out in September 2021, followed later in the 
fall by the English version of the 15th IAAS proceedings, Winds 
of Change: Environment and Society in Anatolia. Along with 
all ANAMED volumes in English now published under the Koç 
University Press imprint, this volume will benefi t from global 
distribution by the University of Chicago Press, where most of 
ANAMED’s previous English volumes can be found, as well.

Digital conversion of ANAMED exhibitions continued to make 
Merkez Han Gallery content accessible to the global public. 
Efforts included curation of recent exhibits as virtual tours as 
well as the launch of our newest online exhibition: a dedicated 
website for “The Curious Case of Çatalhöyük” exhibit now joins 
earlier sites for “Camera Ottomana” and “Yusuf Franko.” Those 
who have yet to catch the long-running “Archival Memories” 
exhibit can still see it in person through later this year.

Along with the fourth ANAMED offering of SARAT’s “Safeguarding 
and Rescuing Archaeological Assets” Online Program and the 
second offering of our “Environmental Archaeology Online 
Program,” summer 2021 activities included the “Ottoman 
Summer Program” and “Ancient Languages of Anatolia.” Even 
though successful and popular in their online versions, we 
hope that summer 2022 will allow a return to the in-person 
formats of these programs.

As we welcome our newly arriving 2021–2022 fellows in person, 
we salute what was the first (and only, we hope) cohort of 
“remote” ANAMED fellows, who completed their fellowships in 
fine form despite challenging circumstances. In the selection of 
brief reports included in this newsletter, you can read about 
their projects and progress made over the course of the fellow-
ship year. We will look forward to keeping in touch with them 
and following their work into the future. To help preserve these 
precious academic connections, I’d like to highlight renewed 
efforts to maintain our annually growing network of ANAMED 
alumni—now over 400 strong. Our social media channels 
have been active in this endeavor for years, of course, but new 
efforts include solidifying ANAMED’s alumni community and col-
lecting alumni publication data, in attempts to track ANAMED 
fellows’ work to both share and promote it. If you haven’t heard 
from us yet, please drop a line or drop by as possible to rekin-
dle what we hope to be a life-long conversation!
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ANAMED 2021–2022 Fellows

ANAMED FELLOWS

REGULAR FELLOWSHIPS
PhD FELLOWS 
Acar, Tuğrul - Harvard University
Venerating the Saint and Building Community: The Shrine of 
Rumi and Mevlevi Socio-Religious Spaces in Anatolia 
(1300–1500)

Berardi, Carlo - University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 
The Komnenian Aristocracy and the Chivalric Ideal: An Art 
Historical Perspective

Çelik, Mehmet Ali - University of California, Davis 
The Seventeenth-Century Social Transformation and 
Emergence of a New Rural Gentry in the Ottoman Empire

DiFabio, Christina - University of Michigan
Synoikism and Urbanization: A Regional Approach in 
Hellenistic Anatolia

Mikeska, Christine A. - University of North Carolina
Feeding the City, Feeding the Gods: Animal Economies at 
Bronze Age Hattuša

Steglich, Julika - Gerda-Henkel-Foundation, CAU Kiel
Layout, Chronology, and Spatial Integration of Roman-
Imperial Thermal Baths in the Microregion of Pergamon: 
The Kleopatra Güzellik Ilıcası

Yıldız, İrem - University of Oxford
Blindness in Istanbul: Poverty, Disability, and Education in 
the Ottoman Empire (1868–1914)

POST-DOCTORAL FELLOWS 

Ivanova, Mirela - Oxford University
Holy Men and Women in the Late Medieval Balkans, ca. 
1300–1500

Kentel, Mehmet - Istanbul Research Institute, IAE        
Assembling Pera: An Environmental History of Late Ottoman 

Makri, Dimitra - University of Ioannina 
The Culture of Myrrh and Perfumes in Asia Minor during the 
Graeco-Roman and Byzantine Periods

Moscone, Daniele - Sapienza University of Rome 
Prehistoric Chert Exploitation, Technology, and Distribution 
Systems in the Northern Euphrates Basin during the 4th to 
3rd Millennia BCE: The Case of Arslantepe (Malatya Plain, 
Eastern Anatolia)

Olson, Kyle G. - University of Pennsylvania
Archaeology and Dam-Led Development in Mid-Twentieth 
Century Turkey and Iran: A Cold War History of Foreign Aid, 
Field Science, and Modernization

Pilavcı, Türkan - Boğaziçi University 
Tracing Egyptian(izing) Elements in Hittite Material Culture: 
The Sphinx in Anatolia

SENIOR FELLOWS 

Bergmeier, Armin - Leipzig University
Venice, Anatolia, and How to Be Roman

Can, Lale - CUNY
Empire of Exile: Mapping Sedition, Sürgün, and Transforma-
tion in Ottoman History

Dorfmann-Lazarev, Igor - University of Regensburg, Germany 
Apocrypha and the Construction of Cultural Consciousness 
of Islamicate Societies

Kayhan Elbirlik, Leyla - Özyeğin University
Ottoman Family, Women, and Marriage in Early Modern 
Istanbul, 1750–1920

Koparal, Elif - Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University
Ionian Landscapes: Politics, Practice, and New Insights

Peacock, Andrew - University of St Andrews
Court Culture and Intellectual Life in Seljuq Anatolia

Yalçın, Serdar - Macalester College 
From Syria to Crete and Beyond: Exploring the Neo-Hittite 
Impact on the Orientalizing and Archaic Period Temples in 
Greece       

ANAMED is preparing to welcome new fellows to the “new-
normal” academic year.

Last year, we completed the academic year with a remote 
scholarship model resulting from pandemic conditions. We 
cannot say we have fully returned to normal yet, but the im-
pact of the pandemic on our daily lives seems to be decreasing 
gradually. We are therefore excited to meet our fellows face-
to-face again this academic year.  
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https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/yalcin-serdar/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/dorfmann-lazarev-igor/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/koparal-elif/
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Somewhere around 1885, Zarafet absconded from enslave-
ment and sought refuge in the British Embassy. While this was 
a regular occurrence in the late nineteenth century, particularly 
for other enslaved Africans like Zarafet, reading the police 
record of this event instigated a flood of questions: Who was 
Zarafet? From where and when did she arrive to Istanbul? What 
kinds of racialized, sexualized, gendered geographies of slavery 
did Zarafet evade, navigate, and otherwise encounter? While 
successful in gaining manumission documents, the lingering 
question of their future still haunts. Zarafet’s haunting might 
also qualitatively encapsulate the tensions of researching into 
Black life under and in the wake of slavery—the fractured ab-
sences of Black life and the absented fractures of history.

In my dissertation, I ask how changing Ottoman elite concep-
tions of race, slavery, and blackness contributed to new forms 
of racialization of enslaved and manumitted Africans, how 
Africans experienced these emergent processes, and how they 
sought to create new kinds of community and ways of living. 
One of the main challenges this academic year has been to sit 
in those fractured absences of Black life within the archive and 
those absented fractures of history within our own narratives of 
the Ottoman Empire and Turkish Republic. In what ways can we 
imagine Black life in the region when, often, Africans are largely 
left aside in the historiography? This is one of many ancillary 
questions connected to my dissertation on Ottoman enslave-
ment of Africans in the nineteenth century, but one that I’ve 
held closely throughout this fellowship. Over the course of the 
fellowship, I’ve encountered various documents which would 
help me unfold this question in various fields that even I’m 
surprised by. For instance, while many might have been familiar 
with Mustafa Yıldız, the first Turkish oil wrestler of African de-
scent, some might be less familiar with Frederick Bruce Thomas, 
an African American who became an influential nightlife figure 
in Moscow and later brought jazz to the Ottoman Empire. 
Even fewer might be familiar with Afro-Turkish figures such 
as Dursune Şirin, possibly Turkey’s first Black actress, and her 
significant influence in bringing the Arap Bacı figure to life on 
the silver screen.

While I’m not sure which direction my research will take next, I 
am quite certain that Zarafet and the questions her brief narra-
tive elicits will help us continue to address the larger, looming 
legacies of Ottoman enslavement on the African diaspora.

FELLOW NEWS
Zavier Wingham, ANAMED PhD Fellow (2020–2021) 

The Curious Case of Zarafet

JOINT FELLOWSHIPS

KUDAR-ANAMED JOINT FELLOW

Salay, Paul - Butler University
The Technology of Ancient Maritime Trade: The Connection 
Between Mediterranean Maritime Networks and Ancient 
Naval Architecture

BIAA-ANAMED JOINT FELLOW 

Wozniak, Audrey - Harvard University
Turkish Classical Music Choirs: Contesting Subjecthood, 
Community, and Nation

PROJECT FELLOWSHIPS

DAI-ANAMED AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
ARCHAEOLOGY FELLOWS

Çilingir, Ceren - Koç University

Çelik, Semih - Koç University

Irvine, Benjamin Titus - Koç University

LINKING ANATOLIAN PASTS PROJECT 
FELLOW 

Hong, Xin - Kent University 

ANAMED Former Fellows’ Group 
One of ANAMED’s core missions is its fellowship program, 
which has been supporting academics specializing in Ana-
tolian archaeology, art history, heritage, history, and similar 
disciplines in periods from the Neolithic to the Ottoman era 
since its establishment in 2005. Our more than 400 alumni 
scholars, who have taken key roles in universities and in im-
portant projects all over the world, are our pride. In order to 
maintain academic connections and support networks, we re-
cently established an alumni group. We aim to reconnect our 
valuable researchers within a constantly growing community 
and to continue to nurture each other academically.

If you are a former fellow and have not yet received an e-mail 
from us, we no longer have update-to-date contact informa-
tion for you. Please send us your info and request to join via 
an e-mail to anamed_info@ku.edu.tr.       

mailto:anamed_info@ku.edu.tr
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/wozniak-audrey/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/salay-paul/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/celik-semih-2-2/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/hong-xin/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/irvine-benjamin-2/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/cilingir-ceren-2/
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Göbekli Tepe (ca. 9500–8000 cal BCE) is well-known for its 
special buildings with up to 5.5-m-tall monolithic pillars, some of 
which are decorated with reliefs of wild animals. Additionally, the 
mound is densely covered with both round/oval and rectangular 
structures that display long building biographies and multiple 
phases of re-building and maintenance (Clare 2020; Kinzel and 
Clare 2020; Kinzel, Duru, and Barański 2020; Knitter et al. 2019). 
Recent archaeological investigations revealed periodic damage 
to parts of the settlement by slope slide events (Kinzel, Clare, 
and Sönmez 2021). As a response, the inhabitants of Göbekli 
Tepe repaired and remodeled their buildings. Damaged and 
abandoned structures existed next to permanently occupied 
ones. It is well known that, in Neolithic settlements, abandoned 
structures served as middens. Far less is known about the (re-)
use of ruins for the extraction of building material. Through my 
methodology, I demonstrate that the later Pre-Pottery Neolithic 
B buildings at Göbekli Tepe reveal large quantities of spolia and 
other secondary and tertiary materials such as ground stone 

Fig. 1. In the latest phase of Room 16 in Area L09-80, the use of spolia 
and other spolia-like materials is demonstrated by re-used pillar 
fragments that were both integrated into walls and also free-standing. 
Another pillar fragment was re-used as a bench. Photo: C. Lelek-Tvet-
marken/ DAI, Göbekli Tepe Project.

FELLOW NEWS

Julia Schönicke, ANAMED PhD Fellow (2020–2021) 

Göbekli Tepe: Long-Term Developments from the 
Neolithic to the Anthropocene 

Isn’t it amazing when a thesis reaches the point where the 
individual chapters form a bigger picture? During the ANAMED 
2020–21 year, I was able to define much better the overall 
framework of my dissertation project, “All Places are Temporary 
Places – Praktiken des Verlassens und Auflassungsroutinen in 
der Neolithischen Siedlung Göbekli Tepe” (= “Detachment from 
Place and Abandonment Routines at the Neolithic Settlement 
Göbekli Tepe”; working title and concentrate on writing. My aim 
is not only to analyze the gradual abandonment of exemplary 
settlement areas in detail. The latter is, of course, still the focal 
point of my research. But in addition, I include post-abandon-
ment interactions, as well as the modern impact of excavation 
infrastructure and tourism at the UNESCO World Heritage Site 
in the age of the Anthropocene.

artefacts and re-used wall stones; likewise, large amounts of 
lithics and animal bone can be traced in the mortar (Schönicke 
forthcoming). It appears that the use of sterile soil and newly 
fashioned wall stones was not necessary or even desired by the 
inhabitants (Fig 1). I then analyze people-ruin interactions and 
argue that the use of spolia provides indirect evidence for the 
existence of ruins within the settlement. Using secondary and 
tertiary materials had many advantages and not only practical 
ones. The systematic integration of spolia in buildings created 
spaces of memory and knowledge through continuity. From an 
archaeological point of view, abandoned areas in settlements 
are still very underrepresented in reconstruction scenarios, 
although settlement patterns were likely more diverse than 
previously suggested.

After 1500 years of occupation, the last inhabitants detached 
from their place; but, post-abandonment interactions are 
indicated by surface finds. And now, 12,000 years later, Göbekli 
Tepe is anything but abandoned. The excavation infrastructure, 
such as containers, areas for sieving and flotation, a lunch place, 
the house of the guard, and parking lots, clearly displays a mod-
ern occupation. The foundations for the protective roofs were 
cut through Neolithic layers down to the natural bedrock and 
filled with concrete. Therefore, it can be said that they became 
part of the stratigraphy of the site. By definition, the Anthro-
pocene is the irreversible manifestation of human impact on 
the earth by reshaping the earth’s system and thus becoming 
a dominant geological factor (Zalasiewicz et al. 2021; Syvitski et 
al. 2020). In a similar way, the modern impact on Göbekli Tepe 
cannot be reversed, which makes us part of the settlement, too 
(Fig. 2). This becomes particularly clear when we imagine future 
archaeologists examining the site 1000 or 10,000 years from 
now. Moreover, the promotion of the site for tourism has led to 
the construction of a visitor center, gift shop and cafe, wooden 
walkways, and parking lots for buses. Before the pandemic, 
more than 1000 visitors came to the site per day (Kinzel 2021). 
This brought the index fossil of the Anthropocene to Göbekli 
Tepe: plastic. Bottles, wrappings, disposable cutlery, and other 
items found their way into trenches and the surroundings, even 
when sites are kept clean (for a survey on plastic remains at 
an Iron Age site, see Mytum and Meek 2021). As a final step in 
the framework of my dissertation, I would like to examine the 
Anthropocene’s impact on Göbekli Tepe in more detail, and I 
hopefully will be able to work at the site this autumn—if the 
pandemic situation allows it.

Unfortunately, I could not to come to Istanbul and enjoy the 
study environment of ANAMED in person, but I really enjoyed 
our Wednesday Teas and the friendly and collegial atmosphere. 
Even though we have met only virtually, I am very pleased 
to have encountered so many interesting scholars and their 
research. I sincerely thank ANAMED for the opportunity to 
become part of this excellent academic network. I look forward 
to visiting ANAMED in the future.
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During my fellowship at ANAMED, my research centered on the 
Byzantine silk industry, covering its institutional frameworks, 
industrial networks, and, in particular, technical parameters. 
I wished to advance the existing knowledge by examining the 
new evidence I collected in my doctoral study, which focused 
on the region of Central Greece. The first and primary research 
project was to reconstruct the predominant Byzantine weav-
ing practice by synthesizing textual, pictorial, ethnographic, 
and archaeological evidence. This project has been presented 
at several seminars at different stages, and an article about the 
work will appear in Greek, Roman, and Byzantine Studies this 
September. In terms of the industrial network in Central 
Greece, an article concerning the underexplored silk industrial 
center of Naupaktos was submitted when I had just started my 
fellowship and is currently under review. This work was also 
presented in the Society for the Promotion of Byzantine Studies’ 
Spring Symposium this year. In addition, another article regard-
ing the existence of a silk industrial center in Phokis was revised 
and submitted and will appear in the June issue of Mediterra-
nean Historical Review. My research on the industry’s institu-
tional frameworks focused on the connection between the local 
church and the silk industry through a case study of the Theban 
metropolitan John Kaloktenes (before 1166–ca.1190). An article 
related to this was accepted by Byzantine and Modern Greek 
Studies during my fellowship and will be published next year. 
Apart from the above, an intriguing record from John Apokau-
kos (ca. 1155–1233) led me to a brief investigation on the myth 
of thunder in the historical sericulture records of the West. I 
wrote a blog post on this preliminary study for the ANAMED 
website. I hope to continue this research and turn it into a 
journal article soon.

Over the past academic year, I conducted research remotely 
from China due to COVID-19; the major challenge was the 
limited access to library resources and historical archives. 

Ellis Emma Garey, ANAMED PhD Fellow (2020–2021) 

Late Ottoman and French Mandate Era Greater Syria 
(1880–1936)

ANAMED provided me with invaluable support over the course 
of the 2020–2021 academic year. While I was unable to carry 
out the in-person research I had originally planned, ANAMED’s 
support helped me make progress on my dissertation in a 
variety of other ways.

My dissertation focuses on late Ottoman and French Mandate 
era Greater Syria (1880–1936). By examining how people come 
to identify as workers and then make claims or mobilize on this 
basis, I consider issues related to social movements, capitalist 
development, and state formation. Narratives of this period typ-
ically begin with top-down Ottoman imperial centralization and 
competing foreign encroachment, and conclude with European 
colonial domination. In this telling, the imposition of the French 
Mandate following WWI is understood as a sharp historical rup-
ture in which all ties to the Ottoman past were broken, and the 
contemporary national boundaries of the region were drawn. 
My project foregrounds the new forms of collective action and 
social contestation that emerged in the late Ottoman period 
as a significant continuity across these two historical periods. 
As an ANAMED fellow for 2020–2021, I focused on organizing 
sources that I had collected on previous trips, familiarizing 
myself with newly available digital sources, further reviewing 
secondary literature related to my dissertation, and beginning 
the process of writing the dissertation.

ANAMED’s regular meetings for PhD, Post-Doctoral, and Senior 
Fellows provided an opportunity for us to exchange research 
ideas both formally and informally. Each week we would spend 
part of our meeting discussing and troubleshooting various fel-
lows’ research dilemmas or developments. Oftentimes an issue 
that one fellow faced would turn out to be a common issue for 
several other fellows. This format allowed us to collectively think 
through various issues. After the informal discussion, every 
week a different fellow presented on their project to the rest 
of the cohort. Given the wide range of project topics, method-
ologies, and time periods, these presentations exposed me to 
unfamiliar areas of inquiry. I appreciated the opportunity to 
familiarize myself with my colleagues’ research and the related 
fields they work within.

Over the course of the year, I concentrated my energy on 
compiling scans of documents that I had collected on previous 
in-person research trips into an organized system. I then moved 
on and began to work through digital collections that were new 
or new to me, including the Center for Research Libraries’ Glob-
al Resources Network collection of newspapers and Universitat 
Bonn’s collection of Arabic and Ottoman journals. In the Spring 
semester, I also participated in the Columbia Global Center 
Istanbul’s “Voices of Emerging Scholars Series” organized by 
Dr. Zeynep Çelik and Dr. Merve İspahani. A version of the talk I 
gave, “Imagining the ‘Worker’ in Early Twentieth Century Beirut,” 
will be available in the Spring 2021 issue of the Journal of the 
Ottoman and Turkish Studies Association. The paper focuses 
on the writings of Fu’ad al-Shamali, a tobacco worker and labor 
organizer who co-founded Lebanon’s first communist party in 

1924, and attempts to understand how historical actors define 
and advance their own understanding of a particular social 
category—in this case, the category of “the worker.”

I am grateful to the ANAMED faculty, staff, and cohort of fellows 
for providing a warm environment for our research this past 
year.

Gang Wu, ANAMED Post-Doctoral Fellow (2020–2021) 

The Byzantine Silk Industry
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Marissa Jeanne Smit, ANAMED PhD Fellow (2020–2021) 

Frontiers Made Flesh: Byzantines, Ottomans, and their 
Animals

Being a virtual PhD fellow at ANAMED this year helped me 
begin research for my dissertation entitled “Frontiers Made 
Flesh: Byzantines, Ottomans, and their Animals.” While animals 
were, unsurprisingly, everywhere in the medieval period, 
their traces in historical sources can be challenging to follow. 
One means I tested to overcome this methodological chal-
lenge was designing a database to track animals attested in 
Ottoman estate inventories from sixteenth-century Edirne. 
Working from the corpus transcribed and published by Ömer 
Lütfi  Barkan also helped me overcome the limitations on ar-
chival access posed by the pandemic. From the outset, I knew 
I wanted to consult a variety of sources, so to complement 
the database project, I also read local court records relating 
to lost, stolen, and appropriated livestock, chronicles, animal 
poetry, and more.

Historians commonly lament that these early sources pre-
serve few details about individual animals, and at times that is 
true. Occasionally, however, we do get deeper glimpses into 
the trajectories of specifi c animals that raise important ques-
tions about the nature of not only animal ownership but also 
perceptions about categorization and value.

For example, the fi fteenth-century Byzantine chronicler 
George Sphrantzes memorialized the death of his horse 
during a battle outside the city of Patras. This unnamed but 
“excellent” animal is not described for its physical traits (such 
as breed, pedigree, color) or personality. Instead, Sphrantz-
es touts its status as a royal gift twice over: once from the 
Ottoman sultan to Isaac Asan, and then, after several interme-
diate owners, from the Byzantine emperor to Sphrantzes after 
George’s brother captured it as the spoils of war. This highly 

mobile horse thus passed through fi ve hands before Sphrantzes 
took ownership.

[A] Detail depicting horse breeding from the Cynegetica by pseudo-Op-
pian, an ancient treatise on hunting, here illustrated in an elev-
enth-century Byzantine copy. The work continued to inform Byzantine 
works on the hunt into the fi fteenth century. Marciana Gr. Z. 479 f.21.

Elite diplomatic channels, however, were not the only means 
for such bewildering peregrinations by individual animals, as 
presented by an example from the court register of Üsküdar. 
In 1521, a man called Ömer arrived claiming to be the owner of 
a grey stallion that had been requisitioned by a messenger. He 
was informed that the local tax official had taken responsibility of the 
horse, which had then been entrusted to a yoghurt-maker from 
Gekvize and then a resident of Üsküdar proper, one Hasan. 
With the aid of two witnesses, the stallion was returned to 
Ömer: an unusual outcome, because in such cases the horses 
were frequently auctioned by the court and the money held.

While diff erent in many ways, both episodes highlight not only 
animal mobility but also how their mobility involved their own-
ers in a host of complex social relations, in which institutions 
like the court played an essential role. Still, today we are left to 
wonder: how exactly did Sphrantzes learn his horse’s alleged 
ownership history (regardless of its factual accuracy)? Did his 
brother ask his defeated enemy about the captured mount? 
In the case of Üskudar’s court records, highly detailed forensic 
descriptions of disputed animals act as performances of owner-
ship in their own right and far surpass the amount of infor-
mation considered relevant for inventories. Of course, their 
ultimate purpose was practical, underscored by the relatively 
few animals explicitly mentioned to have brands.

Early sixteenth-century Ottoman palace documents also follow 
the trend of privileging ownership history and note breed 
types and pedigree much less frequently. “Seeing a stable 
like the Ottoman state,” to borrow a phrase from James Scott, 
then, entailed a vision somewhat diff erent from what we might 
expect. Horses came in, often as gift-tribute or pişkeş, and died, 
were re-assigned, or re-gifted as a donation, in'ām he stable 
record-keepers scrupulously observed the unidirectionality of 
these terms). An inventory of the palace stables, such as the 
one supplied on the accession of Selim I in 1512, then, allowed 
its users to take stock not only of the animals themselves, but 

Luckily, the ANAMED library staff  was highly supportive during 
this period. Also, I benefi ted from the interlibrary lending service 
of King’s College London. I am deeply grateful to all the schol-
ars who kindly sent me the materials I needed upon request. 
Despite the remote nature of this year’s fellowship program, I 
deeply thank ANAMED for its unwavering support to fellows and 
for building a sense of community. I feel privileged to be among 
this year’s excellent group of fellows, from whom I have learned 
about many exciting projects. I hope I have also done my bit 
and contributed to the center’s scholarly activities and output. 
In any case, I can say for sure that my fellowship experience at 
ANAMED was a fruitful and memorable one.

For the next step, I plan to integrate the aforementioned and 
rather scattered fi ndings into a bigger picture to see what new 
perspectives I can contribute to our current understanding of 
the Byzantine silk industry as a whole. In this vein, I may start 
with an overview of the silk industry in Central Greece. More-
over, some interesting and potentially informative records I 
came across during my fellowship still await my perusal. From 
them, I hope I can uncover new evidence on the Byzantine silk 
industry and bring more refreshing interpretations to my future 
research.
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also the web of financial ties, political loyalties, and even mar-
riage alliances binding Ottoman governors, officeholders, and 
appointees to the palace. In a modern world of stud books, 
breeders’ associations, and DNA, the priorities of Ottoman 
record-keeping may seem sparse, but they are eminently suited 
to answering the question of who rather than what.

As I continue my research, I will be focusing on how these 
practices of gift-giving and record keeping developed and dif-
fered to try to understand more of the nuances of intercultural 
exchange around horses, which were valued by Byzantines and 
Ottomans alike, yet took on different meanings according to 
context, circumstance, and status.

Benjamin Irvine, DAI-ANAMED Project Fellow (2020–2021)

Humidity, Society, and More

This past year (2020–2021) I have been one of two joint        
DAI-ANAMED research fellows on the “Humidity & Society: 8,500 
years of Climate History in Western Anatolia” project. Like all of 
the ANAMED fellows this year, my work has, unfortunately, been 
conducted remotely because of the ongoing COVID-19 pande-
mic. While this hasn’t been ideal, and we have all faced difficul-
ties and missed out on the shared experience and intellectual 
comradery that ANAMED is famous for, research and work on 
the project has still managed to be productive and fruitful. For 
this we can be thankful to the virtual connectivity provided by 
modern technology such as email, Microsoft Teams, Zoom, and 
mobile phones—fortunately, we are not in the situation of 
projects in days gone by that relied on telegram, mail by post, 
or even traveling couriers and messengers! The weekly         
ANAMED “Teas”, for example, allowed fellows to “get together” 
and hear about and discuss each other’s work and research. 
The aforementioned technology has also enabled me to keep in 
regular contact with other members of the project and allowed 
us to get together to have meetings to discuss latest findings 
and progress, as well as future plans and directions of the 
project.

My main role on the project has been to analyse and interpret 
the δ13C data from stable isotope analysis conducted on cereal 
and crop seeds and wood charcoals from the three excavation 
projects that are involved in the “Humidity & Society” project: 
Barcın Höyük, Kaymakçı, and Pergamon. One of the key aims of 
the project is to examine palaeoclimatic and environmental 
conditions and related human-environment interactions in 
Western Anatolia from the Neolithic to the Byzantine periods. A 
crucial aspect in comprehending these natural and anthropoge-
nic factors is to reconstruct and understand water availability 
and water management. It has been well established that δ13C 
values from seeds and wood charcoals can provide informati-
on about water availability during the growing cycle of plants. 
Thereby, by analyzing the δ13C values we can begin to recons-
truct not only the relative humidity at and around sites and 
local regions, but also anthropogenic factors and influences, 
such as irrigation, crop selectivity, and field and environment 
management. Work on this aspect of the project is still ongoing, 
but preliminary analyses and observations are suggesting some 
very interesting patterns. Some of these preliminary findings for 

Kaymakçı were presented at the WANAT (“Western Anatolia in 
the Second Millennium BCE: Recent Developments and Future 
Prospects”) conference in April 2021 by Nami Shin and myself. 
The initial findings of the δ13C data for the overall “Humidity & 
Society” project will be presented by myself (co-authored along 
with the other members of the project) later this year at the 
annual ASOR (American Society of Overseas Research) meeting. I 
am excited to continue my work on these matters, particularly as 
the next phase of the project will include further biogeochemical 
sampling and analyses of bioarchaeological material, which will 
help to expand and improve the dataset.

In addition to my work on the “Humidity & Society” project, I have 
continued work on my own research ventures, including exami-
ning human-environment interactions, dietary habits, subsisten-
ce practices, and agricultural strategies of past populations in 
Anatolia and the Greater Near East. Publications related to this 
research should be forthcoming later this year. Along with my 
collaborator Bike Yazıcıoğlu-Santamaria, I have also continued to 
work on the development of a website and digital repository for 
isotopic data and research of the Greater Near East–“BioIsoANE:            
An Open-Access Repository of Bioarchaeological Isotopic 
Analysis in the Greater Ancient Near East.” This website will 
hopefully be online and functional by the end of the summer/
early autumn 2021.

In summary, it can be said that the last year has been very pro-
ductive and engaging for me, despite the difficulties associated 
with academic work and research in the “new normal.” There 
have been some very exciting developments on the project, and 
I look forward to continuing my work with enthusiasm and opti-
mism, including being able to be present in İstanbul in person!

Annamaria Izabella Pazsint, ANAMED Post-Doctoral Fellow 
(2020–2021)

Prosopographia Ponti Euxini: Byzantion

The project Prosopographia Ponti Euxini. Byzantion. I. The 
Epigraphic Sources (PPEB) had as its goal the achievement of a 
comprehensive prosopographical study on Byzantion’s popula-
tion (based on the epigraphic sources),  covering the period be-
tween the first epigraphic attestations in the city up to the third 
century CE. Conceptually and methodologically, this project is 
part of a larger personal project on the prosopography of the 
ancient Greek cities of the Black Sea and Propontis, on which I 
will focus in the following years.

More precisely, the intention of my ANAMED fellowship was to 
gather all the existing prosopographical data for Byzantion and 
reconstruct the identity of the attested individuals, irrespective 
of their social status and category. As such, the innovative and 
original elements aimed to a) achieve a prosopographical work 
on the inhabitants of/from Byzantion (an updated and more 
targeted approach than the reference work of L. Loukopou-lou, 
Contribution à l’histoire de la Thrace Propontique, Athens, 1989); 
b) recreate the relevant networks of the population; and c) 
promote new research methodologies in the field of ancient 
history. This latter step was achieved especially by entering the 
epigraphic evidence into the open access prosopographical da-
tabase Romans 1 by 1. This step eased the statistical analyses 
of the existing information, and it made the data available
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on this open-access platform, enabling both specialist and 
non-specialist user to browse, filter, and search for specific infor-
mation, as well as download and further use the data. Addition-
ally, network analyses conducted with the program Gephi (a visu-
alisation tool) were also made for some members of the society 
who were interconnected beyond their families, such as Λολλία 
Κάτυλλα (ID 473), daughter of Κόϊντος Λόλιος [---] (ID 938), from 
Rhegion. As expected, the nuclear family predominates in 
inscriptions (including one example of adoption), but in some 
cases, we can also grasp the more extended family or external 
networks (mostly through religious or economic pathways).

Fig. 1. Map of the Bosphorus strait with Byzantion indicated. From the 
Digital Atlas of the Roman Empire © https://imperium.ahlfeldt.se/?.

Some expected challenges were also encountered, such as the 
biased character of the data and (rarer) cases of homonymy. As 
expected in all such initiatives, the information is certainly only 
partial, revealing various blind spots (or “dark numbers”),  such 
as the non-representativeness of specific juridical categories 
(e.g., slaves, who despite being named in inscriptions infrequent-
ly are sometimes represented on funerary monuments as not 
only part of a funerary motif but also of a demographic reality) 
or certain age categories (e.g., children, who are most often 
recorded in inscriptions following their deaths). The available 
data is also influenced by other aspects, such as the intensity of 
archaeological research or the specific areas of the city which 
have been researched. Despite the fact that all such initiatives 
do not claim to render the number of the real population accu-
rately, which is impossible based solely on epigraphic sources, 
such an approach is useful because it provides an overview of 
the existing epigraphic evidence and points to epigraphic habits, 
showing who is more prone to leave traces of their existence 
and in which manners.

Overall, the inscriptions record 998 individuals at Byzantion from 
the fifth century BCE through the third century CE, which is a 
rather small number when compared to other important Greek 
cities in the Black Sea area (e.g., Tomis). The gender distribu-
tion is not surprising: most of the attested individuals are male 
(76.95%), which corresponds to an epigraphic habit specific for 
the ancient world, where women were underrepresented in 
epigraphy, being epigraphically “visible” especially upon their 
death. For the identification of the population’s profile, further 
information on age, onomastics, occupation, possible ethnic 
origin, geographical origin, juridical status, and social networks 
were analyzed, rendering fragmented glimpses of the society, 
with representations of all categories of the population, but 
usually of the more “common” people who commemorated 
the death of a family member. The quantitative and qualitative 
results have been synthetized in an article and, along with the 
prosopographical catalogue, will be published soon.

Alexander Panayatov, ANAMED Senior Fellow (2020–2021)

Minority Status and Identity: A Case Study of 
Jewish-Christian Relations in Early Byzantium

My project at Koç University’s Research Center for Anatolian 
Civilizations (ANAMED) aimed to clarify the place of the Jewish 
community occupied within the social structures of Byzantine 
society between the fourth and the eighth century in the Bal-
kans and the Aegean. The ultimate aim is to allow the inclu-sion 
of the widest possible selection of epigraphical, literary, legal, 
and archaeological sources. The geographical scope was 
defined by the evidence from the areas concerned, which is less 
studied and requires a new investigation and analysis. This 
required a study of Jewish everyday life, and I focus on the com-
munal organization and leadership of the Jewish community, as 
well as the social status, occupation, and cultural concerns of its 
members. An important aspect of my project is a comparison of 
the legal, economic, and social aspects of adaptation of the 
Jewish minority in Byzantine society. The changing policies of 
the Roman and Byzantine emperors towards Judaism affected 
life in the Jewish community and the social status of its mem-
bers—from the traditional Roman policy of protection of Jewish 
privileges to the reaction against Judaism and Jewish religious 
influence among Christians under Justinian I (527–565) and the 
forcible baptism of Jews under Heraclius (610–644). My research 
suggests that Jews were, however, never isolated from Byzan-
tine society, and their communal structure was influenced by its 
institutions. This facilitated the involvement of the Jewish minori-
ty in the public life of the Byzantine empire and relations with 
Christians, the wider Jewish world, and other minority groups, 
like the Samaritans.

 

 Yuri A. Marano, ANAMED Senior Fellow (2020–2021)

Baths And Bathing in Medieval Byzantium (11th–14th 
Centuries)

In December 1307, Patriarch Athanasios I of Constantinople 
wrote to Emperor Andronikos II (1282–1328), known for his 
straight and narrow Orthodox piety, to ask him “that the 
offering of good deeds not be neglected, and especially … that 
all the baths and taverns in the capital will be closed by an 
imperial command from Monday morning to Saturday morning, 
and that men, women, and children should spend their time in 
the holy churches and stop eating fish ‘which is sold’ by the old 
women at the seashore.” Athanasios expressed his worries for 
the spiritual well-being of his flock: Christians were to avoid all 
those places and practices distracting them from their duties 
and responsibilities toward God and the Church.

Athanasios’ letter attests to the great popularity of baths and 
bathing in the Late Byzantine period. Written and archaeolog-
ical sources confirm the spread of bath buildings in the cities 
and the rural and military sites of the Empire in the Middle and 
Late Byzantine period (9th–15th centuries). If there was a gen-
eral decrease in the construction of public baths from the 7th 
and 8th centuries onward across the entire Mediterranean ba-
sin, it was mainly the larger public baths (thermae) that suffered 
from the inability of the imperial administration to maintain the 
vast, complicated, and expensive water and heating systems 
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body and bodily needs, fads in health care and personal hygiene, 
and evolving views of public and private life. The study of Byz-
antine baths and bathing remains a largely unexplored area of 
research, and much remains to be done. However, the sifting of 
written sources and the analysis of material remains will certainly 
provide a new appreciation of the “watery” landscape of medie-
val Byzantium.

Hasan Sercan Sağlam, BIAA-ANAMED Joint Fellow (2020–2021)

A Neglected Heritage: The Intertwined Pre-1923       
Agricultural, Industrial, and Sacred Landscape of the    
Ayvalık Countryside

My ANAMED fellowship during the academic year of 2020–2021 
provided me a valuable chance to elaborate on my research 
project entitled “A Neglected Heritage: The Intertwined Pre-1923 
Agricultural, Industrial, and Sacred Landscape of the Ayvalık 
Countryside.” I focused on the abandoned monuments outside 
of settlement centers in the Ayvalık region that once belonged to 
its Greeks residents who emigrated following the Turkish War of 
Independence (1919–1923) as part of mandatory popula-tion 
exchanges. These include monasteries, chapels, windmills, 
agricultural terraces, barns, lighthouses, salt pans, and fishponds 
on both the mainland and the uninhabited islands that surround 
Ayvalık. Almost all the monuments were left unoccupied after 
1923, and were therefore neglected, ruined, and also vandalized 
over time. In this way they have become unidentified ruins with 
completely forgotten histories.

With the help of written primary sources and previous field mis-
sions, I was able to rediscover and identify a significant number 
of the monuments. Because of Covid-19, I had limited yet fruitful 
field missions; above all the remote fellowship system this year 
allowed generous opportunities to access rare primary sourc-es 
and to focus on archival documents. I was able to study 2 
monasteries, 15 chapels, 15 windmills, 8 agricultural and animal 
husbandry islands, 2 lighthouses, and 1 salt pan and fishpond in 
detail from an architectural and historical point of view. On one 
hand, my research resulted in a novel cultural heritage inventory 
of rural buildings that were previously covered by neither the 
literature nor the national conservation legislation. On the other 
hand, this research sheds light on the relationship of the former 
Greek community of Ayvalık with the countryside in the context 
of land use, agricultural activities, routes, and regional limits that 
no longer exist. Building on these outcomes, a region that is 
internationally renowned for its architectural heritage, 
specifically in settlement centers and most recently through its 
inclusion on the UNESCO World Heritage Tentative List (though 
in a selective manner that only covered the olive oil industry), 
gained a new horizon. Although its countryside has a public and 
academic perception of being a natural protection area with a 
few monas-teries, it evidently includes hidden architectural 
heritage. In this case, the outcomes of my research will hopefully 
have another impact from a conservation point of view, as many 
of those mon-uments are nowadays at serious risk due to decay 
and constant vandalism. I am currently reediting this research as 
a book chap-ter to be published soon in the first volume of the 
Adramytteion Archaeological Field Surveys and Excavations (2012–).

during this period of economic hardship and military instability. 
The fate of ancient baths was tied to that of aqueducts for the 
public distribution of water. Hence, contrary to what is generally 
believed, the disappearance of the great baths has more to 
do with financial restraints than the Christian attitudes toward 
bathing. While condemning the licentiousness and sexual mis-
behaviour often associated with them, Christians were not hos-
tile to baths per se. The Church did not take a consistent stance 
against such a popular institution, which had become a deeply 
ingrained part of daily life. The “bathing culture” was kept alive 
throughout the Middle Ages, even though baths and bathing as 
broadly-based social institutions were never quite revived in the 
proper “classical” manner.

Byzantine baths were smaller and simpler in design than their 
Roman counterparts. The reduction in size of bath buildings be-
comes evident from the 4th century onwards, and Late Antique 
baths usually belong to the so-called “row-type,” with domed 
or vaulted rooms arranged in sequence along a single axis. 
This arrangement is exemplified by the bathhouse excavated 
in the lower city at Amorium in central Anatolia. Dating to the 
end of the 5th or early 6th century, the bath originally displayed 
a domed apodyterium (a sort of changing room) and was sur-
rounded by a court and auxiliary buildings. However, some-time 
in the 8th century, the apodyterium was abandoned and 
stripped of its architectural elements and marble-revetments. 
At the moment of its destruction in the Muslim attack of 838 CE, 
the bathhouse was reduced to the caldarium and tepidarium.

Throughout the Byzantine period, many cities were able to 
maintain public, ecclesiastic, and private bath establishments, 
albeit much reduced in scale and with considerably less water 
than ancient examples. An outstanding example of a public 
establishment is offered by the double bath from the 14th 
century in Thessaloniki (Odos Theotokopoulou). Rectangular in 
plan (12.5 x 15.7 m), the building consists of an antechamber, a 
tepidarium, and a caldarium and is provided with a water tank 
and a hypocaust system. References to baths in aristocratic 
mansions indicate the existence of private baths: the invento-
ry of the Palace of Botaneiates (13 October 1202) describes 
a sprawling, walled complex that included gatehouses, two 
churches, courtyards, reception and dining halls, residential 
units, terraces, pavilions, stables, a granary, cisterns, and a 
bath, while a rural domain at Baris, close to the mouth of the 
Meander estuary near Miletus, given to Andronikos Doukas 
in 1073, comprised a domed church, a domed cruciform hall 
(trikilinion) with four chambers (kouboukleia) opening off it, and 
a marble-clad bathhouse (loutron). This description finds 
parallels in the complex excavated on the acropolis of Pergam-
on, installed on the remains of the stoa of the Temple of Athena 
Polias. Hypothetically identified with the residence of the local 
bishop or military commander (dux), the complex, dating to the 
Comnenian age, has the character of an aristocratic residence, 
as it comprises a house with frescoed walls, a domed church, 
and a cruciform bathhouse. Finally, a large body of evidence 
shows that baths were also quite commonly included as part of 
a church or a monastery, as also demonstrated by the exam-
ples excavated at the monasteries of Kaisariani, Daphni, and 
Dervenosallesi in Greece.

This brief survey of the evidence denies the gloomy picture 
drawn more than a century and half ago by the French historian 
Julius Michelet, who characterized the Middle Ages as une mille 
ans sans bain! Hence, what can a history and an archaeology of 
baths and bathing habits in the Byzantine period teach us? Well, 
among other things, they tell us about changing theories of the 
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ANAMED Library activities

The ANAMED Library Talks, a 
monthly tradition for years, has 
continued undisrupted, regard-
less of the lack of in-person 
events. The 2021 program was 
designed with the aim of includ-
ing speakers covering different 
topics. The big change in this 
year’s program is the addition 
of international scholars and

LIBRARY

Library Talks

Turkish scholars working abroad, in an attempt to introduce 
publications and projects outside the borders of Turkey to 
the Turkish academic community and other participants, thus 
increasing the number of participants and promoting ANAMED 
and the ANAMED Library to an international academic com-
munity.  Detailed information about previous Library Talks, as 
well as upcoming ones, can be found on the ANAMED Library’s 
website.

Podcasts

approaches and discussed problems encountered during the 
protection of manuscripts and actions to be taken to protect 
them. You can find the seminar on the ANAMED Library’s 
Youtube channel.

Since June 2020, when the 
ANAMED Library team initi-
ated the “Burada Konuşmak 
Serbest” (Speaking is Allowed 
Here), we have hosted 24 
professionals from different 
institutions who have shared 
their experience and develop-
ments, projects, innovations, 
and ideas in libraries and

archives. As of April 2021, we added the “International Guest” 
section, inviting professionals from abroad to share with the 
Turkish Librarianship and Archives community their working 
experience and more. You can listen to all podcasts through 
the ANAMED Library Spotify account.

Manuscripts Preservation Seminar

This seminar, organized by the 
ANAMED Library, was given by Nil 
Baydar, the director of the Book 
Hospital and Archive Department at 
the Turkey Manuscript Institution. 
Manuscripts are precious books that 
are used, read, noted, circulated from 
hand to hand, and repaired when 
worn out. In this seminar, the speaker 
explained, using actual examples, 
several contemporary conservation

Joint Events with Suna Kıraç Library

Preservation Week
Within the scope of “International Pres-
ervation Week” (April 25 – May 1), Suna 
Kıraç Library, with the participation 
of Nathalie Defne Gier, the ANAMED 
Library Branch Librarian, organized a 
talk with Arzu Öztürkmen and Selçuk 
Esenbel entitled “Preserving Oral Histo-
ry.” Preservation Week is an awareness 
week founded by the American Library 
Association (ALA) in 2005, and it aims 
to raise awareness of the preservation, 
of different topics that concern libraries, archives, and cultur-
al and educational institutions. Öztürkmen and Esenbel, two 
distinguished academics from Bogaziçi University, contributed 
immensely to the foundation of oral history studies in Tur-
key. You can find the talk on ANAMED Library’s Youtube  and 
Soundcloud accounts. Complimentary with the talk, Defne also 
created a LibGuide about archive preservation.

International Archives Conference

Coinciding with International Archives 
Week, the Suna Kıraç Library hosted 
an online conference on June 9th 
entitled “The Promises of Archives: 
Exploring Diversity in the Digital Age.” 
In total, eight experts attended from 
various institutions in Turkey, Belgium, 
the US, the UK, and Italy. The confer-
ence was organized in three sessions, 
with a total of six talks. Different topics 
such as the management, of digital
archives, digital human sciences projects, digital preservation, 
and blockchain technology in this field were discussed. 
ANAMED Library Branch Librarian Nathalie Defne Gier and Suna 
Kıraç Library Archive Specialist Mustafa Ergül were responsible 
for conference organization: determining the topic, inviting the 
speakers, creating the program, preparing the announcements, 
moderating the sessions, and writing a blog post about the 
event.

#KULibTreasureGallery – Library Travelogues

Koç University Libraries, hosting 
valuable material in their collections, 
decided to launch a three-month 
project with the theme “library tra-
velogues.” Current publications, rare 
material, digital exhibitions, blog 
posts, podcasts, a workshop, and a 
two-day conference made up this
initiative in an attempt to enhance visibility and attract the at-
tention of a wider audience. SKL, ANAMED, AKMED, and VEKAM 
joined forces to follow the steps of travelers, explorers, and 
scholars who monitored their travel experiences in Anatolia up 
until the 19th century. Find out more by browsing the related 
LibGuide.

https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/library/anamed-library-talks/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/library/anamed-library-talks/
https://open.spotify.com/show/6JmGoakNaGDyeIueLz8FIi
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eio3xBV44oY&list=PLxDyqnf9CZ4yxjQIMir8M8EKpVs0vJqD1&index=3
https://soundcloud.com/anamedlibrary/sozlu-tarihi-korumak-selcuk-esenbel-arzu-ozturkmen
E:%5C%C4%B0sler_2019_2020%5CAnamed%5CB%C3%BClten%202020-2021%5CYaz%20B%C3%BClteni%202021%5CENGLISH_TI_ALI_CHR_FINAL%5CENGLISH_TI_ALI_CHR_FINAL%5CLIBRARY%5Ca%20LibGuide%20about%20archive%20preservation
https://librarydigitalcollections.ku.edu.tr/en/international-archives-day-conference-program/
https://librarydigitalcollections.ku.edu.tr/en/international-archives-day-conference-program/
https://libguides.ku.edu.tr/library_travelogues
https://libguides.ku.edu.tr/library_travelogues
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ANAMED Fellow Research Output 
Documentation and Analysis

Webinars

It’s essential for researchers in today’s metric-based world of 
academia to distinguish themselves from the millions of other 
researchers and promote their work. Additionally, it is an 
obvious and important way for ANAMED to track the careers of 
ANAMED fellows, to monitor their progress and publications, 
and to promote their intellectual production. As part of this 
effort, the ANAMED Library team undertook the responsibil-
ity of assisting 2020–2021 ANAMED fellows in creating their 
Researcher IDs and adding their publications into the refer-
ence management tool Zotero. In addition, the team prepared 
detailed guidelines for 2021–2022 fellows regarding these re-
quired preliminary tasks and has planned a series of trainings 
once they start their fellowship. As a last stage of this project, 
as many past fellows’ Researcher IDs as possible have been 
added to the related lists, and their ANAMED-related publica-
tions have been added into the institutional Zotero account.

The ANAMED Library team supports fellows, as well as the KU 
academic community, with seminars and trainings. New titles 
were added this year covering topics most related to the disci-
plines of interest to ANAMED.  

o The Thesaurus Linguae Graecae (TLG)
o Patrologia Graeca
o The Artstor Digital Library
o Archives Unbound

You can find these and many more recorded webinars in the 
Library Video Hub.

The Success of the ANAMED 
Librarians

We congratulate ANAMED Librarian, İrem Ünal, elected to 
the Turkish Librarians Association Istanbul Branch Board of 
Directors, and ANAMED Librarian N. Defne Gier, elected to the 
Women’s Library and Information Center Foundation’s (WLICF) 
General Assembly. We congratulate both and wish them 
success.

Revised as a concentrated online program, the “Ottoman Sum-
mer Program” continued its Ottoman, Turkish, and Persian class-
es with synchronous (live) instruction, which helped students 
develop their reading and comprehension skills with a variety of 
Ottoman sources, including archival documents, manuscripts, 
and epigraphic material. The “Ancient Languages of Anatolia” 
program, also held online, offered a comprehensive introduc-
tion to the Hittite and Akkadian languages. The last week of 
the program featured two intensive workshops on Luwian and 
Sumerian. As part of the program, Lorenzo Verderame gave a 
lecture entitled “From Scrap to History: The Adventure Behind a 
Neo-Sumerian Fragment.”

In total, 40 students participated in the 2021 offering of 
ANAMED Summer Programs.

ONLINE PROGRAMS

ANAMED started offering SARAT’s “Safeguarding and Rescuing 
Archaeological Assets” Online Program in September 2020 and 
hosted a final session for this period between 18 May–18 July 
2021. This free program was offered in Turkish and aimed to 
help build capacity and knowledge among professionals working 
in fields related to cultural assets, preferably those who have pri-
or experience in archaeology, museology, history of art, cultural 
heritage, history, conservation, architecture, urban planning, 
and/or tourism. In total, almost 5,500 people completed the 
program over the course of the academic year.

The SARAT Project (Safeguarding Archaeological Assets of 
Turkey) was pioneered by the British Institute at Ankara (BIAA), in 
collaboration with Koç University’s Research Center for Anatolian 
Civilizations (ANAMED) and the United Kingdom branch of the 
International Council of Museums (ICOM UK) and was offered 
through Koç University Online Programs as a Koç University 
Online Certificate Program. It received a prestigious Europa 
Nostra Award in 2020, in the Education, Training and 
Awareness-Raising category, and was the runner up in the 2020 
European Archaeological Heritage Prize of the European Associ-
ation of Archaeologists.

SARAT’s “Safeguarding and 
Rescuing Archaeological 
Assets” Online Program

PROGRAMS
SUMMER PROGRAMS
ANAMED once again organized its 
summer programs “Ottoman 
Summer Program” and “Ancient 
Languages of Anatolia” in summer 
2021.  

English in its second year. Created by ANAMED and offered by 
Koç University Online Programs, this program aims to intro-
duce participants to environmental archaeology broadly and 
to explore in-depth two important subfields: archaeobotany 
and zooarchaeology. The 200 participants who completed this 
unique program this summer received a digital certificate from 
Koç University.

Environmental Archaeology 
Online Program

Initially designed as a training 
program, the “Environmental 
Archaeology Online Program” 
was offered both in Turkish and 

https://library.ku.edu.tr/en/library-video-hub/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/summer-programs/ottoman-summer-program/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/summer-programs/ottoman-summer-program/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/summer-programs/ancient-languages-of-anatolia-summer-program/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/summer-programs/ancient-languages-of-anatolia-summer-program/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/programs/summer-programs/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/programs/safeguarding-and-rescuing-archaeological-assets-online-program/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/programs/safeguarding-and-rescuing-archaeological-assets-online-program/
https://www.saratprojesi.com/en/what-is-sarat-project/the-project
https://www.saratprojesi.com/en/what-is-sarat-project/the-project
https://biaa.ac.uk/
http://anamed.ku.edu.tr/
https://uk.icom.museum/
https://onlineprograms.ku.edu.tr/
https://www.europanostra.org/europes-top-heritage-awards-honour-21-exemplary-achievements-from-15-countries/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/programs/environmental-archaeology-training-program/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/programs/environmental-archaeology-training-program/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/environmental-archaeology-online-program/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/environmental-archaeology-online-program/
https://onlineprograms.ku.edu.tr/
http://anamed.ku.edu.tr/


12 ANAMED

A Book Talk: Sephardic Trajectories

EVENTS
ANAMED TALKS

ANAMED’s talk series entitled ANAMED Talks took a short break 
in July with the end of the 2020–2021 academic term. Taking 
place online every month, the first six talks of the series were 
joined by more than 1,000 people from all over the world. For 
upcoming academic-year talks, stay tuned!

ONLINE, 22 APRIL 2021 

ONLINE, 17 JUNE 2021

Speaker: Suna Çağaptay
Moderator: Oya Pancaroğlu

ONLINE, 5 AUGUST 2021 

Speaker: Lorenzo Verderame 
Moderator: İlgi Gerçek

ONLINE, 27 MAY 2021 

Speakers: Özge Ertem, 
Mehmet Kentel and Ebru Esra 
Satıcı 
Moderator: Alican Kutlay

Speakers: Oscar Aguirre-
Mandujano and Kerem Tınaz 
Moderator: Akın Sefer

 April’s ANAMED Talk focused on the 

book entitled Sephardic Routes: 

Archives, Objects and the Ottoman 

Jewish Past in the United States, which was published by Koç 
University Press (KUP). Moderated by Akın Sefer, the online 
event was held on April 22, 2021, with the participation of the 
editors of the book, Oscar Aguirre-Mandujano and Kerem 
Tınaz. Focusing on the many family heirlooms, archive docu-
ments, and memorabilia that were moved from the Ottoman 
Empire to Seattle in the early twentieth century by Ottoman 
Sephardic Jews, the book takes as a starting point the forma-
tion process of the Sephardic Studies Digital Collection at the 
University of Washington, where these objects are currently lo-
cated. For those who missed the opportunity to join, this online 
talk is now available on ANAMED’s Youtube channel.

A Book Talk – Yusuf Bey: On Dokuzuncu Yüzyıl 
Sonunda Pera’nın Yüklü Portreleri

The 2020–2021 academic year end-
ed with Suna Çağaptay’s talk about 
Bursa, the first Ottoman capital. 
In works by art and architectural historians, Bursa has often 
been portrayed as having a small or insignificant pre-Ottoman 
past, as if the Ottomans created the city from scratch. This 
couldn’t be further from the truth. Based on her book entitled 
The First Capital of the Ottoman Empire: The Religious, Archi-
tectural, and Social History of Bursa, Çağaptay explained the 
story of Bursa, the city’s transition from a Byzantine Christian 
city to an Islamic Ottoman one. Moderated by Oya 
Pancaroğlu, this online talk is now available on ANAMED’s 
Youtube channel. 

As part of the ANAMED Ancient 
Languages of Anatolia Summer 
Program (ALA), Lorenzo Verderame 
gave a lecture on 5 August 2021 at 
20:00. Starting from a little, 
“insignificant” fragment of an Ur III envelope kept in the British 
Museum, in the online lecture Verderame tackled different topics, 
from museum research on cuneiform texts to the study of 
Neo-Sumerian sources and the history of Assyriology. 
Moderated by the program’s coordinator and Hittite instructor 
İlgi Gerçek, Verderame answered attendees’ questions at the 
end of his lecture. If you missed the lecture, the recording is 
available on ANAMED’s Youtube channel.

Accompanying ANAMED’s 2017 
exhibition “The Characters of Yusuf 
Franko: An Ottoman Bureaucrat’s 
Caricatures” and published in February 2021 in collaboration 
with ANAMED and Koç University Press (KUP), the Turkish book 
entitled Yusuf Bey: On Dokuzuncu Yüzyıl Sonunda Pera’nın Yüklü 
Portreleri was the focus of May’s ANAMED Talk. The book 
includes articles from the Ömer M. Koç Collection, written 
based on the caricatures and cartoons drawn by Yusuf Franko 
Kusa Bey.

Özge Ertem, one of the curators of the exhibition and editors 
of the book, Ebru Esra Satıcı, the gallery curator of the exhibi-
tion, and K. Mehmet Kentel, the consultant and copywriter of 
the exhibition, participated as speakers, while the moderator 
of the talk was ANAMED Publications Editor Alican Kutlay, 
who carried out the publication process of the book. For 
those who missed the event, its recording is available on 
ANAMED’s Youtube channel.

Becoming Bursa: The First Ottoman Capital 
Revisited

ANAMED ALA (Ancient Languages of Anatolia) 
LECTURE
From Scrap to History: The Adventure Behind a 
Neo-Sumerian Fragment 

https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/anamed-talks/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O31mZCICbMM&t=2s
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/the-characters-of-yusuf-franko-an-ottoman-bureaucrats-caricatures/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/the-characters-of-yusuf-franko-an-ottoman-bureaucrats-caricatures/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/the-characters-of-yusuf-franko-an-ottoman-bureaucrats-caricatures/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/yayinlar/yusuf-bey/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/anamed-talks-bir-kitap-sohbeti-yusuf-bey-on-dokuzuncu-yuzyil-sonunda-peranin-yuklu-portreleri/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fDaJowuwiWc&t=708s
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/anamed-talk-becoming-bursa-the-first-ottoman-capital-revisited/
http://eulive.euromsg.net/eu/c/tq/9D365A9E80B34A79835FE2AFFC7DCCA9/193889532b59b0249443e9802b916152/?i=af1c54e38a3226581e1993906d6d3a17e84dfd9ecc8b608651ab693113814d0e0210945eb8c5bc1e3f71e8e7baf92bb5e897636e23124c246465eb3a51592848cfde64aa41080a98e82d3133decc5448a03aa082ff4639c7c2e9126f12be782b
http://eulive.euromsg.net/eu/c/tq/9D365A9E80B34A79835FE2AFFC7DCCA9/193889532b59b0249443e9802b916152/?i=af1c54e38a3226581e1993906d6d3a17e84dfd9ecc8b608651ab693113814d0e0210945eb8c5bc1e3f71e8e7baf92bb5e897636e23124c246465eb3a51592848cfde64aa41080a98e82d3133decc5448a03aa082ff4639c7c2e9126f12be782b
http://eulive.euromsg.net/eu/c/tq/9D365A9E80B34A79835FE2AFFC7DCCA9/193889532b59b0249443e9802b916152/?i=af1c54e38a3226581e1993906d6d3a17e84dfd9ecc8b608651ab693113814d0e0210945eb8c5bc1e3f71e8e7baf92bb5e897636e23124c246465eb3a51592848cfde64aa41080a98e82d3133decc5448a03aa082ff4639c7c2e9126f12be782b
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/anamed-ala-lecture-from-scrap-to-history-the-adventure-behind-a-neo-sumerian-fragment-lorenzo-verderame/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_LQsP7foGk&t=9s
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/yayinlar/yusuf-bey/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-px82fj4cQQ&t=1615s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-px82fj4cQQ&t=1615s
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In April, ANAMED organized two online symposia. The first, 
co-organized in partnership with Charles University and the 
University of Tübingen, was the "WANAT Symposium: Western 
Anatolia in the Second Millennium BCE: Recent Developments 
and Future Prospects", held between 15–16 April 2021 with 
the participation of more than 1000 people. Held online on 
the last two days of the month, the 15th International 
ANAMED Annual Symposium, which was postponed in 2020 
due to coronavirus precautions, brought together academics 
from many different disciplines. Nineteen papers were 
presented, and nearly 400 people participated from 14 
countries, including Canada, China, Poland, and the UK, 
among others.

Opened on 25 June 2019, the “Archival Memories: Marcell Res-
tle’s Research in Anatolia and Beyond” exhibition continues at 
ANAMED. Bearing the deep traces of a life dedicated to science, 
the exhibition also informs viewers about how the researcher 
organized his working day, how he systematically allotted his 
time, and what methods he used in the pre-digital age. You can 
visit the exhibition Tuesday–Sunday, 11:00–17:00. In accordance 
with coronavirus precautions, a virtual tour of the exhibition is 
now available as well.

DOCUMENTARY TALK

Anadolu’nun Kadim Hikâyesi

ONLINE, 23 NOVEMBER 2020

Speakers: Rana Özbal, Eylem 
Özdoğan, Mehmet Özdoğan, 
Nalân Sakızlı and Enis Rıza 
Moderator: Duygu Tarkan

To talk about the Anatolian Neolithic and in relation to the 
“Anadolu’nun Kadim Hikâyesi” documentary, which includes re-
cordings of 49 scholars, 39 archaeological sites, and 27 muse-
ums, academics and researchers Rana Özbal, Eylem Özdoğan, 
and the honorary consultant of the documentary, Mehmet 
Özdoğan, got together with the director of the documentary, 
Enis Rıza, and the production director, Nalân Sakızlı. The event 
was held in Turkish and was moderated by ANAMED Fellow-
ship and Project Coordinator, archaeologist Duygu Tarkan. 
This interesting conversation between documentarians and 
researchers provided perspectives on the Anatolian Neolithic 
and how its story can be captured and told. The talk is available 
on ANAMED’s Youtube channel.

SYMPOSIA

DIGITAL EXHIBITIONS 
Three previous ANAMED exhibitions are available online through 
separate websites. These websites are designed to serve as a 
perpetual resource for researchers and those who missed the 
chance to visit exhibitions in the Merkez Han Gallery.

For the fi rst time in 2017, ANAMED exhibited “The Characters of 
Yusuf Franko: An Ottoman Bureaucrat’s Caricatures,” which 
showcased the caricature album of Yusuf Franko Kusa Bey, a 
late nineteenth century Ottoman bureaucrat, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, governor general, a man of the community, and also a 
playful caricaturist. The site yusuffranko.ku.edu.tr was created 
based on the exhibition itself, and the Ömer M. Koç Collection 
sourced the majority of the website’s content.  

“Camera Ottomana: Photography and Modernity in the Ottoman 
Empire, 1840-1914” was another ANAMED exhibition, held in 2015, 
and it is currently accessible online at cameraottomana.ku.edu.tr. 
Consisting of albums and archival materials from the Ömer M. 
Koç Collection, the online exhibition gallery explores some of  
the most striking aspects of the close connection between 
photography and modernity in the specific context of the Ottoman 
Empire. 

The latest addition to ANAMED’s 
digital exhibitions is “The 
Curious Case of Çatalhöyük,” 
which was initially exhibited at 
ANAMED in 2017. Aiming to 
bring the 9000-year-old 
Çatalhöyük settlement back to 
life, the exhibition was developed
to celebrate the 25th excavation season of the Çatalhöyük 
Research Project, and the exhibition’s digital web site,  
curiouscaseofcatalhoyuk.ku.edu.tr, will keep it alive.

EXHIBITION

Archival Memories: Marcell Restle’s Research in 
Anatolia and Beyond

ANAMED GALLERY, 25 JUNE 
2019–29 NOVEMBER 2021

Curators: Lioba Theis, Su 
Sultan Akülker, Caroline Mang
ANAMED Gallery Curators: 
Ebru Esra Satıcı, Şeyda Çetin

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=59ioiIcaw2g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1W4fmijC1sM
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/wanat-symposium/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/wanat-symposium/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/wanat-symposium/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/15th-international-anamed-annual-symposium/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/15th-international-anamed-annual-symposium/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/the-characters-of-yusuf-franko-an-ottoman-bureaucrats-caricatures/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/the-characters-of-yusuf-franko-an-ottoman-bureaucrats-caricatures/
https://yusuffranko.ku.edu.tr/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/camera-ottomana-photography-and-modernity-in-the-ottoman-empire-1840-1914/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/camera-ottomana-photography-and-modernity-in-the-ottoman-empire-1840-1914/
https://cameraottomana.ku.edu.tr/
https://cameraottomana.ku.edu.tr/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/the-curious-case-of-catalhoyuk/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/the-curious-case-of-catalhoyuk/
https://curiouscaseofcatalhoyuk.ku.edu.tr/
https://curiouscaseofcatalhoyuk.ku.edu.tr/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/archival-memories-marcell-restles-research-in-anatolia-and-beyond/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/archival-memories-marcell-restles-research-in-anatolia-and-beyond/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreamreality.com.tr%2F3d-model%2Farsivin-bellegi-marcell-restlenin-anadolu-arastirmalari%2Ffullscreen&data=04%7C01%7Cnugurlu%40ku.edu.tr%7Ccb45841a65c04c7b4fee08d87a69d469%7C2ae2e2458e8d4036856fbf6abd255644%7C0%7C0%7C637393942522659052%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=4pe0kd2XyVV0J9MXrwH8TmscVAH5UNB%2FWqVaoNzo3JU%3D&reserved=0
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UPCOMING PUBLICATION

ANAMED Publications Go Global

With an agreement between Koç University and the University of Chicago Press, the largest 
distributor of academic publishing in the United States, ANAMED publications have gone 
global as a series under the umbrella of Koç University Press (KUP). You can now access our 
exhibition and symposium books published in English through the University of Chicago 
Press website.

The Turkish version of Glazed Wares as Cultural 
Agents in the Byzantine, Seljuk, and Ottoman Lands 
was published

Edited by Nikos D. Kontogiannis, Beate Böhlendorf-Arslan, and Filiz Yenişehirlioğlu, the 
English proceedings from the 13th International ANAMED Annual Symposium (IAAS), Glazed 
Wares as Cultural Agents in the Byzantine, Seljuk, and Ottoman Lands was published in 
February 2021.

To reach a wider audience, ANAMED and Koç University Press published the Turkish version 
of the book (Bizans, Selçuklu ve Osmanlı Topraklarında Kültürel Üretim Aracı Olarak Sırlı Kaplar) 
in September 2021. The volume brings together researchers engaged in the study of the 
decoration and technology of glazed pottery, ranging from the Early Byzantine era to the 
end of the Ottoman period.

Winds of Change: Environment and Society in Anatolia
ANAMED’s 15th International Annual Symposium, “Winds of Change: Environment and 
Society in Anatolia,” was organized as an online symposium on 29–30 April 2021. The 
symposium’s English proceedings will be published in late 2021.

Edited by Christopher H. Roosevelt from Koç University and John Haldon from Princeton 
University, the volume aims to showcase both specific evidence for climatic and environ-
mental conditions—textual, scientific, or otherwise—and specific evidence for societal 
phenomena—archaeological or historical—to discuss the complicated range of correspon-
dences and correlations between them. Anatolian cases studies range from the Neolithic 
to the Late Ottoman period. The Turkish version of the volume will be published in 2022.
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https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/publications/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/publications/
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/publisher/pu3432596_3432597.html
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/publisher/pu3432596_3432597.html
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/13th-International-ANAMED-Annual-Symposium-13.-Uluslararas%C4%B1-ANAMED-Y%C4%B1ll%C4%B1k-Sempozyumu_2.pdf
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/publications/glazed-wares/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/publications/glazed-wares/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/15th-international-anamed-annual-symposium/
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/en/events/15th-international-anamed-annual-symposium/
mailto:anamed_info@ku.edu.tr
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/
https://www.facebook.com/Anamed.kocuni
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https://www.instagram.com/anamed_ku/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4IyXD_2Yec8pWGRSIc34fw
https://anamed.ku.edu.tr/yayinlar/bizans-selcuklu-ve-osmanli-topraklarinda-kulturel-uretim-araci-olarak-sirli-kaplar/



